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INTRODUCTION: 
HE Buſineſs of Plays is to recom- ] 
mend Virtue,and diſcountenance | 
Vice; To ſhew the Uncertain | 
wh ty of Humane Greatneſs ,- the | 
{uddain Turns of Fate, and the Unhappy | 
+ Conclulions of. V 1olence, and. Injuſtice : | 
'Tis to expoſe the Singularities' of Pride 
_ and Fancy , to make Folly and Falſe-hood | 
contemptible, and to bring every Thing | 
that is Ill under Infamy, and Neglect: | 
This Deſign has been odly purſued by the 
Eng liſp-Stage. Our Poets write with a dif- 
ferent View, and are gone into another 
Intereſt. *Tis true, were their Intentions 
jair, they might be Serviceable to this Pur- 
poſe, They have in a great meaſure the 
Springs of Thought and Inclinarion in their 
Power. Show, Muſick, Attion, and Rheto- 
rick, are _—_ Entertainments ; and; 
rightly employ*d, would be very ſignifi- | 
cant, But Force and Motion are Things | 
indifferent, and the Uſe lies chiefly inthe ' 
Application. 'Theſe Advantages are now 
B in 
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TheInTRODUCTION. . . 
in the Eenemie's Hand, and under a very 
_ dangerous Management. Like Cannon 
\ feiz'd, they are pointed the wrong way ; 
and by the Strength of. the Defence, the 
Miſchief is made the greater.. That this 
Complaint is not unreaſonable, I ſhall en- 
Fo deavour to prove by ſhewing the Misbe- 
bo _  haviour of the Szage, with reſpe&t to Me- 
I. Ac rality, and Religions. Their Liberties inghe 
; _ | following Particulars are intolerable, viz. 
04 | Their Smattineſs of Expreſſion ; Their 
Swearing, Prophaneneſs, and Lewd Applica- 
| Fon of Scripture ; Their Abuſe of the Cler- 
4; 7. | $9); Their making their top Charaters Liber- 
25.57, | tings, andgiving them Sacceſs in their De- 
| - bauchery,., This Charge, with ſome other 
+ Irregularities,” I ſhall make good againſt 
the Stage, and ſhew both the Novelty and 
Scandal of the Prattice. And firſt, I ſhall 
XY begin 'with the Rankreſs: and Indecency of 
= their Langnage. "Arte vm 


CHAP. 
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f The lumodeſty of. the Stage. 


N treating. 'this Head , I hope the 
Reader | does not expect that I ſhould 
ſet down Chapter and: Page, and give 
him. the Citatzons..at length. .. To do. 
this would be. a very- Unacceptable and R 
Foreiga Employment. Indeed the Paſ- | 
| ſages, many: of: them, are ia ao..Condi- 
tion. to be handled: He that is defirous 
to ſee theſe Flowers, let him do.-it in their 
own Soil : Tis my Buſineſs:rather to 
kill the | Root than #ran/plant it. But 
that the Poets may not complain of In- 
juitice ; I ſhall point to the Infeftion at a 
Diſtance, and refer in General to Play and 
Perſon. | 
Now among the Curioſities of this 
kmd ' we may :;reckon Mrs. Pizchwife, 
Horner, and Lady Fidget in the Conmry 
Wife; Widow Blackatre and Oliva in 
the Plain-Deater. Theſe, though: not all 
the. exceptionable Charaders are the moſt 
Remarkable. I'm ſorry the Author ſhould 
foop his Wit thus low, and uſe his Un- 
deritanding fo - unkindly,, Some People 
Sup "F # - ap- 
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appear Coarſe and Slovenly out of- 2 


. verty Hg can't Rnd o tothe Charg 
V 


of Seafe. They are Offenfave, like RD 
for want of Neceſſaries. ' But this is none 
of the Plain-Dealer's Caſe; He can afford 


-his Muſe a better Dreſs when he pleaſes. 


But then the Rule i 1s, where the Motive 
is the leſs,” the Fault is the greater, To 
proceed , Jacinta, Elvira, Dalinaa, __ 
Lady Phant, in the Mock Afrrologer, $ 
niſh-Fryar , Love-Triamphant, and D be. 
Dealer , forget themſelves Extreamly : 
And almoſt all the Charaders in the O14 
Batcheloar, are foul and nauſeous; - Love 
for Love, and the Relap 4 ſtrike ſome- 
times gg this Szz4, and ſo likewiſe does 
Don Se aftian. | 
' I dowwt pretend to have read 0p : Shag 
through, neither am I Particy —_ 
Utmoſt. Here-is quoting IS un 
*twere better: Beſides, 1 may have 
Occaſion to mention ſomewhat of | this 
kind 'afrerwards. But from what has 
been hinted already, the Reader may' be 
over-furniſhed. Here is a large ColleQi- 


. onof Debauchery ; ſuch Pieces are rarely 


to be met with : Tis ſometimes paint- 
ed at length too, and appears 'in yu 
variety of - Progreſs and PraQtice. 
wears , almoſt all ſorts of Drefſles n 
engage the Fancy, and faſten upon =_ 
Ca 


| ofthe STAGE. - "7 "4G 
Memory, and keep_up the Charm from 
Fangui ing: ' Sometimes you have it in 
Image and Deſcription ; ſometimes-by 
way of Alluſion ; ſometimes in diſguile ; 
and ſometimes without ' it. And what 
can be the Meaning of ſuch a Repre- 
ſentation,- unleſs it be to Tinfture the 
Audience , to-Extinguiſh Shame;, and 
make Lewdaoeſs  a' Diverſion? This is 
the Natural Conſequence, and therefore 
one would think *rwas the Intention too. 
Such” Licentious Diſcourſe tends to no 
Point - but to ſtain the Imagination, to 
awaken Folly, and to weaken the Defences 
of Virtue : It was upon the Account of 
theſe Diſorders that Plato baniſh'd Poets 
his Commonwealth : And one of the Fathers 
calls Poetry, Vinum Deminum, an intoxi- 
cating Draught, made up of the Devils 
Dogg: | | 

grant the Abuſe of a Thing is no } 
Argument againſt the uſe of it. © How- | 
ever, Young People particularly ſhould” E 
not entertain themſelves with a Lewd _— 
PiQture ; eſpecially when *tis drawn by - 
a Maſterly Hand. For ſuch a Libert 
may probably raiſe thoſe Paſſions 'whic 
can neither be diſcharged without Trou- I» 
| ble, nor ſatisfied without a Crime : — 
"Tis not fafe for a Man £o truſt his - 
Virtue too far, for fear it ſhould pive 
B 3 him 


Gs 


The Immoveffy | 
him the ſlip. But ;the Danger of ſuch 
an Entertainment 1s but--part of the Ob- 
jeQtion 5; Tis all Scandal -and Meanneſs 
into the Bargain: It does meffet degrade 
Humane Nature ; finks Reaſon into' Ap- 
petite, and breaks down the Diſtinftions 
between' Man and Beaſt,” - Goats and 
Monkeys,..ifthey could ſpeak, would ex- 


15. Mac 

To argue the Matter more at large. 

Smuttineſs is a Fault in Behaviour as 
well as in Rehgion. ?Tis a very Coarſe 
Diverhon, 'the Entertainment of thoſe 
who are generally leaſt both in Senſe, and 
Station ; The looſer part of the ov; 
have no true reliſh of Decency. and Ho- 
nour, and want Education, and "Thought, 
to furniſh out a gentile Converſation. Bar- 


renneſs of Fancy makes them often take 


up with, thoſe Scandalous Liberties. - A 
Vicioas Imagination may blot a great deal 
of Paper .at this 'rate with eaſe enough : 
And'*tis poſhble Convenience may :fome- 
times invite to the Expedient. | The Mo- 
dern Poets ſeem to uſe Smut as the Old 
Ones did Machines,: to relieve a faintin 
Invention. When Pegaſus is jaded; an 
would ftand ſtill, he is apt like other Tits, 
to run into gvery Puddle. | 


Ob- 
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| of the 8 TAGE- | 
. Obſcenity- in' any Company-:is a. ru» 


| ſtick uncreditable :.:Talent ; . but. UTOG 


Women 'tis particularly rude. - Such Talk, 


- 4 


would be very. affrontive._.in, Converſa- 


tion, and ngt endur'd by. any, Lady of 


Reputation... Whence then. comes it. to 
paſs, that thoſe Liberties which diſoblige 
{o much _ in Converſation, ' ſhould enter- 
tain upon: the Stage? Do the . Women 
leave all the regards to .Decency and 
Conſcience behind them, whea they come 
tothe Play-Houſe? Or does the Place 
transform - their. Inchnations;, ,and turn 
their former Averſions into Pleaſure ? Or 
were their Pretgences to Sobriety elſewhere 
nothing but / Hypocriſy and Grimace ?. 
Such BuppOns as theſe are all Satyr 
and .Invettive : They are rude- Imputas 
tions upon the, whole Sex., To! treat the 


Ladies with ſuch Stuff, is no. better thag | 
taking their Money to abuſe .them. Ir | 


ſuppoſes their Imagination, vitious ,. and; | 


their Memories ill furniſh'd : That they 
are practiſed in the Language of the Stews, 


and pleas'd- with the Scenes of Brutiſh- - 


neſs. When at the ſame time the Cu- 
itoms of Education, and/ the Laws of 
Decency, are ſo very cautious, and re- 


ferv'd 1n regard to Women : I fay fo. 


; 


very reſerv*d, that *tis almoſt a Fault for | 
them to Underl{tand they are ill Uſed, | 
4 "They / 


g 


ſ 


any $kill in ſuch Cant, looks as if they 
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They can't diſcover their Diſguſt without 


Diſadvantage, nor Bluſh without difſer- 
vice to their Modeſty. To appear with 


| Had fallew upon ill Converſation ; or 


managed their Curioſity amiſs. In a 
Word, he that treats the Ladies with ſuch 


\ Diſcourſe muſt - conclude either that they 
' Ike it, or they do not. To-ſuppoſe th 
firſt, is a groſs Refleftion upon their 


Virtue. And as for the later Caſe, « 


' entertains them with their own Aver- 


lign ; which is il-Nature, and ill-Man- 
ners enough in'all Conſcience. And in 
this Particular , Cuſtom and Conſcience, 
the Forms of Breeding, and the Maxims 
of Religion, are on the ſame Side. In 
other Inſtances, Vice is often too faſhiona- 


ble ; But here a Man can't be a Sinner, 


without being a Clown. _ ' 
In this reſpe& the Srage is faulty to a 
Scandalous Degree of Nauſeouſnels and 
Aggravation. For 
1#. The Poets make Women ſpeak 
Smuttily. Of this the Places before 
mention'd are ſufficient Evidence : And 
tt there was Occaſion they might be Mul- 
tiplied to a much greater Number : 
Indeed rhe Comedies are ſeldom clear of 
theſe Blemiſhes: And ſometimes you 
have' them in Tragedy. For _ 
| E 
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is makes' a very im- 
proper Deſcription ;- And the*Royal Le- 
on0ra, in the Spaniſh: Fryar, runs a ſtrange 
Length in the 'Hiſtory of Love, p. 50. 
And do Princeſſes -uſe to make their Re- 
ports with ſuch fulfom Freedoms ? Cer- 
tainly this Leonors was the firſt Queen 
of her Family. Such Raptures 'are too 
Luſcious for Jon *of Naples, Are theſe 
the Tender Things Mr. Dryden fays the 
Ladies call on him for ? T' ſuppoſe he ; 
means the Ladies that are 'too Modeſt _ 
to ſhe their Faces in the Pit. This 44+ 3,” 
Entertainment- can be fairly defigi?d for LH fp "<5 
none bur ſuch. - Indeed it hits their Pa- 7 2 - 22.3 
late exattly. -It regales their Lewdnels, _ 
graces their Charatter, and keeps. up 
their Spirits for their Vocation':' Now 
to bring Women under fuch Misbeha- 
viour, is Violence to their Native -Mo- 
deſty, and a Miſrepreſentation of their Sex. 

For Modelty as Mr. Rapin obſerves , is R#:8. up. - 
the Charafer of Women. To repre- 9; Ariſtor, 
ſent them without this Quality, is to © 
make Monſtres 'of them ; 'and throw 
them out of their Kind. Emnripides, who £m. 
was no neghgent Obſerver of Humane #24. 
Nature, is always: careful of 'this Deco- 
rum. Thus Phedrs, when poſſeſs'd with 
an infamous Paſſion, takes all imagina- 
ble Pains to conceal it. She is as re- 

gular 


the moſtwirtuous Matron. : 


gular,-and reſery'd age: as 
| is true, 
the force of Shame : and Deſite-; The 
Scandal af "Satisfying, and the: Difficulty 
of -parting ,with her - Inclinations,: diſor- 
der her to'DiſtraQtion.' However, her 
Frenſy is: not Lewd-; She keeps ' her 


odeſty - even after She has loſt her * 


Wits. - Had. Shakeſpeat ſecur'd this Point 
for his . young Virgin Ophelia, the 
Play had: been better contriv'd. Since 
he was reſolv'd to drown the Lady like 
a Kitten , che ſhould have ſet her ;a 
Swimming a-little fooner. To keep her 


alive only to; ſully her : Reputation, and 


diſcover the. Rankneſs of her Breath, was 
very Cruel; |. But it+ may . be ſaid-the 
Freedoms of Diſtraction ga for nothing, ; 
a 'Fever has no Faults; and a Man 
aon Compos,” may kill without Murther. 
It may. be.fo : But: theo ſuch - People 


ought to be kept in'dark Rooms, and 


without Company. /, To ſhew them, .or 
let them looſe, is ſomewhat unreaſonsa- 
ble. But after all, the Modern Stage 
ſeems to depend upon this Expedient. 
Women are ſometimes repreſented Szly, 
and ſometimes Mad, to:enlarge their: Li- 


Pen Quiz berty,. and ſcreen their! Impudence from 
or Relap!'* Cenfſure : This Politick Contrivance we 


Love for 
£LvVes 


have in /arcella, Hoyden, and Miſs Prae. 
How- 
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«of the-STacr. 
However 'it amounts to'this; Confeſſion ; 
_ that Women, when they-have their Un-: 
_ derſtandings abour them,” ought to con- 
verſe otherwiſe. In fine; Modeſty: is. 
the diſtinguiſhing Virtue of that Sex, and 
ſerves both for Ornament and Defence: - 
Modeſty was defign'd by Providence as , 
Guard to Virtue; And that it migh 
be always at Hand, *tis wrought into' 
the Mechaniſm of the Body. Tis like- 
wiſe proportion'd to the occalions ot 
Life, and ſtrongeſt in Youth when. Pafh- 
on 1s ſo too. '*Tis a Quality as' true to 
' Innocence, as. the ' Senſes are to' Health ; 
whatever is ungrateful to the firſt, is pre- 
judicial to the latter. The Enemy 'no 
fooner ' approaches, but the Blood riſes 
1: Oppoſition, and looks Defiance to an 
Indecency. It ſupplies the Room of Rea- 
{oning, and ColleQion : Intuitive*Know- 
ledge can” ſcarcely make a quicker - Im- 
preſſion; And 'what then can be a ſurer 
Guide to the Unexperienc'd ? It teaches 
by ſudden Inftin&t and Averſion ; This. 
is both. a;ready and- a powerful Method 
of InſtruQion.' The Tumulrt of the Blood 
and Spirits, and the Uneafinels of the Sen- 
ſation, areof ſingular Uſe. They ſerve ro 
awaken Reaſon, and prevent ſurprize. 
Thus the DiſtinQtions of Good and Evil 
are 


* The Jinmodeſty | 
are refreſh'd, and the Temptation kept at 
.. proper Diſtance. FF" 

2/y. They Repreſent theirſingle Ladies, 
and Perſons of Candition, under theſe Dif- 
L orders of. Liberty. This makes the Irre- 
_— gularity ſtill more Monſtrous, and a great- 
x er Contradiftion to Nature, and Probabi- 
lity ; but rather than nat be Vicious, they 

| will venture to {ſpoil a Charatter. This 
miſmanagement we have partly ſeen al- 


| weck fires ready., Jacinta, and Belinda: are farther 
ie 0 Proof: And the Double Dealer is particu- 
b- larly remarkable. There are but Fowr La- 
dies in this Play, and three of the biggeſt * 
of them are Whores. A Great Compli- 
ment to Quality, to tell them there 1s not 
above aquarter of them Honeſt ! This was 
not the Roman Breeding. Terence and Plau- 
ts his Strumpets were little People ; but 
of this mrs dhtaSer, = 
| 319. They have oftentimes not ſo much 
{ as the poor Refuge of a Double Meaning 
to flyto. So that youare under a neceſſ1- 
| ty either of taking Ribaldry or Nonſenſe. 
. * And when the Sentence has two Han- 
dles, the worſt is generally turn'd to the 
Audience. The Matter is ſo Contrived 
that the Smut and Scum of the Thought 
riſesuppermoſt ; - And, like aPiQture drawn 
to Sight, looks always upon the Com- 
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of the STAGe. 
4ly. And which is ſtill more extraordi- 


nary, the Prologaes, and Epylogues are ſome-" a Af- LL 
times Scandalous to the laft Degree. I ſhall c,," Þ—  } 
diſcover them for once, -and let them ſtand Wife. A 
like Rocks in the Margin, Now here, rm * 
properly ſpeaking, the A#ors quit 'the elour. Y 
Stage, and remove from Fi&tion into Life. #* {<gp:'5n42 
Here they converſe with the Boxes, and 7 + #* 2fwa? 
Pit, and addreſs direaly to the Audience, ” 


Theſe Preliminary and Concluding Parts, I 


are deſfign'd to juſtify the ConduQt of 
the Play, and beſpeak the Favour of the 
Company, Upon ſuch Occaſions one 
would imagine if ever, the Ladies ſhould 
be uſed with Reſpect, and the Mea- 
ſures of Decency obſerv'd. But here 
we have Lewdneſs without Shame or 
Example: Here the Poer exceeds him- 
ſelf. Here are ſuch Strains as would 
turn the Stomach of an ordinardy De- 
bauchee, and be almoſt nauſeous --in 
the Stews, And to make it the more agree- 
able, Women are commonly pick*d out 
for this Service. Thus the Poet. courts 
the Good Opinion of the Audience. This 


is the Deſſert he Regales the Ladies with. 


at the Cloſe of the Entertaiament : It 


ſeems, -he -thinks, they have admirable 


Palates ! Nothing can be a greater Breach 
of Manners than ſuch Liberties as theſe. 
If a Man would Study to outrage Cua- 
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lity and Virtue, he could noe do it mote 


; >EffteQually. But © 4 


' 5/3. Smut is ſtill more in{ufferable with 
reſpe&t to Religion. The Heathen Religi- 
on was in a great Meaſure a Myſtery of 
Iniquity, Lewdneſs was 'Conſecrated in 
the Temples, as well as Practiſed in the 
Stews, Their Deities were . or Exam- 
ples of Vice, and worſhip'd with their 
own Inclination. - *Tis no wonder there-: 
fore their Poetry ſhould be tinQtured 
with their Belief, and that the Stape 
ſhould borrow ſome of the. Liberties , of 
their Theology. This made Mercary's 
Procuring, and Jupiter's Adultery, the 
more paſſable in Amphytrion ; Upon this 
Score Gimnauſium is leſs Monſtrous. in 
Praying the Gods to ſend her ſtore of 
Gallants. And thus Cherez defends his 
Adventure by the precedent of Jupiter 
and Daxae. But the Chriſtian Religion 
is quite of another Complexion. Both 
ir's Precepts, and- Authorities, are 'the 
higheſt diſcouragement to Licentiouſneſs, 
It forbids the remoteſt "Tendencies. to 
Evil, baniſhes the Follies of Converſati- 
on, and obliges up.to Sobriety of Thought. 


 'That which might paſs for Raillery, and 
Entertainment in Hgatheniſm, -15 deteſta- 
ble in Chriſtianity. The .Reſtramt of 
the Precept, and the Quality of the Dei- 

ty, 
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of the STA Gn Þ; "08 
y,-and the ExpeQtations of Futurity, quite _—_ 
i apr 5 pe & oj] ws 7 | 
- : But: notwithſtanding the: Latitudes. of 
Pagamiſm, the'Roman and Greek Theatres 
were much more inoffenſive than ours. To 
begin with P/aw2ws.: This Comedian, tho? 
the'moſt exceptionable, is modeſt upon the 
Cortipariſon.. For + my | 

1#. He rarely gives any: of the above- 
mention?d Liberties to Women ; And 
when there are any-Inftances.of the contra- 
ry, *tis only in Proſtituted'and Vulgas Peo- 
ple; 'And even theſe, don't come up to 
the Groſineſs of the Modern Stage. v4 

For the Purpoſe. Chlerets the Procu- 4bner. 
reſs borders a little upon Rudeneſs: Lena Cifelar. 
and ' Bacchis ' the Strumpet are Airy ,,,.;;z 
and fomewhat over-merry, but not 
* AÞ loiſe obſcene; Chalinus 'in Wor cfm. 
man's Cloaths is the moſt remarkable. 
Paſicompa, Charinus his Wench, talks too Mercar. 
freely to Lyſimachns ; And'fo does Sophro- 4: 3: 
clidiſca, Slave to Lemmoſelepe. And laſtly : ».,.. 
Phroneſiam a Woman of the Town ufes a,, , 
double entendre to Stratophanes. "Theſe © 
are the molt cenfurable Paſſages, and I 
think. all of them with relation to: Wo- 
men ; whith conſidering how the World 
_ goes 1s very moderate. ' Several of our 
Single Plays ſhall far - out-do all This 
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puit together. And yet Plautus has -uporr 
the Matter left us Twenty entice Come- 
dies, So that in _ ' theſe” Ronan 
Lafſſes are meer Feſtal Virgins, compara- 
tively ſpeaking. 1085 Pram v4 
2h. The Men who. talk intemperate- | 
Poſs. ly are generally Slaves; I believe Dor-: 
+ F is the Pander, and -Laſiteles willt'be' 
Tries. found the only exceprion : 'And this 
latter young Gentleman, drops but: one 
— Exprefſion : And for this Free- - 

dom,. the Poet ſeems to make him give 
Satisfation in the reſt of his Cha- 

rater. He diſputes very handſomly 

| by himſelf againft irregular Love ; The 
3 Diſcourſe between him and Philto is 
P 4 inſtrutive and well-managed. . And af- 
. terwards he gives Lesbonicus a great deal 
- of ſober Advice, and declaims heartily * 
againſt Luxury and Lewdneſs. Now by 
confining his Rudeneſs to little People, the 
Fault - is mvch*extenuated. For Firſt; 
the repreſentatipa is more Natural this 
way ; And which is {till better, *tis not ſo 

| likely to paſs into Imitation : Slaves and 
Clowns are not big enough to ſpread In- | at 
feQion, and ſet up an ill' Faſhion., *Tis | te 
poſſible the Poer might contri theſe Pe- | to 
ſants Offenſrve to dilcountenance- the Pra» | th 
tice. Thus the Heilots in Sparta were | ti: 
made drunk to keep Intemperance ws of } - 
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'Cradit, I dorft mention this as if I "> 


rov'd the:Enpedicat,; butienly to pwr 
Tt > prong a of Mitigation and 0 
Barther, Thee. Siburs: nnd! Panders 
ſeldom run over and Play their 
before Women: - There are bur- Four-Ias 
ſtances ofthis kind as I remember, Otzn- 


pio, Paleſtrio, Dordalus, and Stratilas are YE 
the Perſons: And che Womed they 'Dif- 37 
courſe with, iareitwo ofthem Slaves, and 7rucu?. 


the third a Wench. But: with:our- Dr 


matifts, the: Caſe is 'otherwile; ;r» With us © 


Smuttineſs is abſolute and unconfined;.?Tis 
ander no-reſtraint of Company, hor has 


any ay CITY to: Quality -or.+Sex... Gentle 


it to Ladies, ard Ladies to: Gew 
omg -with/ all-the--Freedom and Fres 
This is incarneſt robe. 


quency imaginable. 
Te emma hearty in'the Cauſe:-To-give Title - 
Figure to: Ill Mannets,/'is the utmoſt -. 


that Ag » Ff Lewdaecfs will nor : 


thrive under fuch Encouragement, it _—_ 
een-miſcarry! 

athh.: Plautus's Prologmes and Epilagiet 
ate inoffenſive. *?Tis true; £ambinus pres 
tends tofeteh a double os out of that 
to Penulus, but Lthink there is a Strain i 
the Conftruftion. His Prologue to the Gon 
rhvi, "is worth the ans ad 
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Non enim mjouties fats Fo ef | 
rk ; Z ears inſunt verſe immenor bile 


#4 


1-/We ſee. ME "he Poet confellas Seaur a* 


ne Endalous Entertainment-:*That ſuch Li- 


berties: ought” to: fall under. NegleQt, to 


tie unmention 'd, and be bloe out of 


Memory. i 


- aviknd thar-ghin was ne: of his 


Countenance; we may learn: his 
Compoſitions.' His beſt Plays are almoſt 
ys ws 'and:clean om 

sAmphytrio, excepting! ungenuime 
Addition; 1s Hacks His Epidicaus, he Ma- 


| fter-piece of his'whole Collettion, is inot- 
_ tealive- throughout : *And-fo are his Me- 


pechmi, Rudeas, 'and Trinummws., which 
may be reckon'd amongſt ſome:of his next 
Beit. His\Trecalentws, another fine Play 
(though not.entire) with a. Heathen Al- 


| lowance, i is.pretty Paſſable. - /To-be ſhort : 


Where he:is = a Poet, he 18generally 
leaſt: a Buffoon::/. And: where: the-Enter- 
tainment is Smut, [there israrely any other 


| __ wel] dreſs'd : The Contrivance 1s 
+ $a, | com-. 


full of ble Sorkarhia'U derftand. - "a 
| ingſcemsto have left him when he began Sf 
 toabuſe it. =. 
_— Cackeds, Plaatus does riot diate 
upon. the Progreſs, Succefles, -and 'Dif- 
appointments of Love, in. the Moders 
Way. This'is nice+ Ground; and there- © 
_ he either ſtands off, or walks-grave- ; 
het it. He: has ſome Regard: to. the | 
eats of Modeſty; and the Dignity 
_ Humane Nature, and does not ſeem to 
make Lewdneſs his Buſineſs; . 'Togive an 
Inſtance : Sileniam is much on ne 18 LOVE, c;#c2er. 
but[Modeſt withal, though merly Dex 4. «. 
bauclid. - - 
She. is ſorry her Spark was forced from 
her;. and in. Danger of being loſt. -But 
then ſhe keeps: within compaſs, and never | 
-fhes. Out .into Indecency. Alceſtmarchus is =_— 
rw. {qitten with this Silenium, and 
G rar Fori won proper her. Hei --o2p A. 
-uneaſy_ an reatens, :: 
his. Paſſion goes off in Generals. He Pines 
no Images of his:Extravagance, nor def- . 
ceads to any nauſeous Particulars, 
And yet after all, Plants: wrote.in an 
Age. nor _ _ rept rein, _ often ſeems 
to 95i0r a Vu | 
*T-was ;upon this View Iſuppoſe 5-7 | 
radters exceed Nature, and hisill Features 
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are drawn too large *- His Old Men over- 
Credulous,. er re 0s © And 


key fort Reaſon Slows ig 


too much Liberty. 
- Terexce - appear'd when. B was 


mondbunth nd the Town beer pol d; 
| Heaton. | And he: manages accordingly : He has 


' but one faulty bordering 


| which is that of Chremes to Clitiphs; This 
ſingle Sentence apart, the reſt of his Book 


is (I think ) unfullied, and fit for the 


niceſt Converſation. I mean only in. re- 
ference to the Argument in Hand", 


there. are things in Him, which L have” 


no intention to warrant. He is extreme- 
ly careful in. the Behaviour of his _ 
men. Neither G/ceriam in Andria, P. 


phila in Eaunuchus, or Pamphila in Ale 
phi, Phanium- 1n Phony; or Philumens 


in Hee, have any ſhare of Converſa- 
tion upon the Srage. Such Freedom was 
then thought: too much-for the Reſerved- 
neſs of a Maiden-CharaQter. *Tis true, 


 1n Heantontimoroumenos the Poer's Plot ob- 


liged Anti = to go under. the Diſguiſe 
INE 
they a little Diſcou But 
then Bacchis, though ſhe was' a Woman 
of the Town, 'behaves-her-ſelf with all-the 
TIIAY imaginable, She does not talk . 


in 
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guage of her Profeſſion : But 
commends bile for her Yirtue': 4»- 
ziphila only ſays w conſtant ſhe has been 
_ to Clinis, ſeems Surpriſed at his Artival, 
od ls hin'oel y upon't, and. we 
| hear no more from her. Mri Dryden ſeems 
to refer to this 'Condett in his Drama- 
tick Poſe. He'Cenſures the Romars for 
making es of their e Women, 
This he calls the Breeding of the Old Eli- 
zabeth way, which was for Maids to-be ſeen, 
4nd not to be heard, Under Favour the old 
would be very ſerviceable upon 
the Stage. As Matters go, the Sher ws are 3 
much too few. Far certainly *ris better to © A 
ſay nothing, than talk out of CharaQer, "2 
and to ill purpoſe. - 
'To return. . The Virgin injured by 
| Charea does nothing but weep, and won't - 
{0 'much as ſpeak her Misforrune to the £uuucs., 
Women. But ' Comedy is ſtrangely im- 
proved fince that time; For” Dalinds has 
_— deal more Courage, thoughthe loſs rv 79. 
her Virtue was her own Fault. you 
But Terence has that for Wo-/ 
men, that he won't ſo mach as touch up- 
on an ill Subje& before them, Thus Chre. : 
mes was aſhamed to mention any {Wi 
about his Son's Le when his Wite/ 
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The Slaves in this Condi are Do 
'Fexch. in Order, and civilly Bred. They Guard 
45-45. and Fence when Occaſion requires, and 
4:2 / ſtep handſomly over a dirty Place. The || - 
| Poet did not think Littleneſs and Low 
Education, a: good Excuſe for Ribald 
' He knew Infetion at the weakeſt, mig t | 
(ſeize on ſome Conſtitutions : Beſides the 
| Audience was a Superior Preſence, and 
| ought to be conſider'd.”' For how Negli- 
'\ gent ſoever Ptople may beat Home, yet 
. | when they come before their Berters, ” tis 
| Manners to look wholfom. f 
Now though Plautzs might have the 
richer. Invention ; Terence 'was always . 
thought the moſt judicious Comedian. 
His Raillery is not only finer, andhis 
Style better poliſh'd ; but his Charaersare 
more Juſt, and he ſcems-to have reach'd 
| farther into Life than the other. To take 
WM [ Leave of this Author, even his Strumpets 
S [ are better behaved than our honeit Wo- 
8 | men, than our Women of Qualiry of the 
\ Engliſh-Stage. Bacchis in Heautontimo- 
roumenos , and. Bacchis in Hecyra , may 
ſerve for Example. They are both 'mo- 
deſt, and converſe not unbecoming their 
Sex. That, the moſt EGS 
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he yew 'STA@E 23 | % 
great deal'vf Spirit - an anick. OY E. 
| diogint in her Charadter; but talks n0/ IE - 
Smut.. 1 ITT SLOKET 
Thus we mh hi Cautivivand So-" a 
brietyof Language Terence nidfiages. ERS 
poſſible this 'Conduf mighte his own' © 2 
Modeſty, and reſult from Judgenent and In- * 
clination. But however his Fancy ftood;' 
he was ſenſible the Coarſe way would nor 
do. The St , thenundet Diſci line, Caſanh. 
the. Publick: Confer formidable,” and' ther; * 
Office of the .Choragus waw\originally to'p plow. 
puns the Exceſſes of Liberty: '. 
\To. this we may- add," the Nobleſs had: 
| no Reliſh for Obſcenity ;*twas the ready 
way-to Diſoblige - «x And Gaaſare” tis — 
Horace > Rule, | _ 
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Net and crepent cntadapds aicta. 9 Ae. 
Ofemagacarri, enim ” fuibmus of _ '& Pn " vx 
EE ? abs. "x ol 
«The old Rh were cenlaieg Care- 
ful there Women might north affronted | 
in:Converſation:. For this reafon-the Un- 
married kept off from Entertainments tor 
feat of learning new Languape. And in 7«-. 2pud. 
_ Greeceno Woman above the degree of a Nw: 6 
"2_ was treated Abroad 'by -any but . =" 
- Relations. ?Tis probable the old Comedy cw». ve.z, 7 
was filenced at Athens upon this Score, as > 
C 4 . well 
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| 418. i 4 well as for Defamatiop,: Far. as Arifotla\ 


+ obſerves, the new. Set. of Comedians: were? 
much more modeſt than the former. In 


this Celebrated ; Republigk,- -if. the, Poets 1 


:+:Eerip. Wrote any thing againſt Religion or Good' 


24 Centeb. Manners, they. were: tried for - their Miſc: 
94 bebaview, and. lable to: the higheſt For- 
eitures 


It may; not be amiſs to obſerve, that 
there are no Inſtances of Debauching Mar- 
riew Womed,'un Plants, nor Terence, no nor 
yet in Ariſfophanes. But on. our! Stage how 
common 18 4t.t0. make a Lord, a Knight; 
or-an Alderman a Cuckold:? The Schemes 
of! Succeſs are beaten out with great 'va« | 
riety, apdalmoſt, drawn up into-aSct- 
ence, How many Snares are:Jaid for the 
undermining of Yirtae, and with what 
Triumph is the Viftory 'prockim'd' ? The 
Fineneſs.of the Plor, and the Life of «the 
Entertainment often lies .in theſe Contri- 
yances. But the Romans had a different 
Senſe of theſe Matters, and ſaw through 
the Conſequences of them... The Govern- 
ment was.awake upon the. Theatre," and 
would not ſuffer the Abuſes 'of Honour, 
and Familyzzto paſs into Diverſion. And 


| before we part with theſe Comedians. Wwe 
. may take notice that there are .noSm 


Songs in their Plays ; in which the Enpli 
are extremely Scandalous. Now to work 


up 
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[os makes it more: regent Ser fs: a. 

and -49-796 it Janine ypoty' Fancy and 


To diſpatthchs Latine altogether, Sem os 
caisClean pot er the Piece; and ſtands A 
erally off from the-point of Love. He + 4 
no ourting unleſs in his: Herexles Far p. 14, 
- rens + And here the” Tyrant Lyew addreſ- £4. Sorin. 
ws very briefly; and-im-modeſt and 
ec ky his Tbebdis Oedipus / 
Inceſt is reporcedarlarge, burwithoutany 
ſhocking Deſcription: Tis granted Phe- 
dra ſpeaks her Paſſion plainly out,and owns 
cheit h of the Impreſſion, "and'is far 
| _ udent than in Ewripides; But though Hippel. * 
r'to0 freely; her Lan 
gunie 15 iouner Bidipline L 1 
- Let” us 'now'"travel from Izaly into 
Greeee and take'a View of the' Theatre + 2 


at": Arhexs, -In this City the - Stage had J 
both its Beginning and higheſt Improve- — _. 2 
ment; ' Aſchyius+was the - firft who ap- _. © 6 
pear'd with any Reputation. His Genius *M 
ſeems Noble, and his Mind Generous, . 


willing to transfuſe it ſelf into the Au- 
dence, and inſpire them ' with a" Spirit 
of Bravery: + To- this purpoſe” his Stile 
is” Pompous, Martial, 'and Enterpriſing. 
There: is Drum and Trumpet ,in bis 

« Ver. 


Nay@$2e. 
263. Ed. 
Steph. 
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-. Verſe.;} *Tis apt- to excite an Heroick: 


Ardour,. to-awaken, warm; and puſh for-- 
ward to:A&tion. But his Metal 'is not. al-! 
ways under Management.” His Inchnation- 
for the Sublime, carries him too far: He: 
is ſometimes Embarraſs'd | with - Epithets. 
His Metaphorsare too ſtiff; and far fetch'd; 
_ he ri gra ne —_— _ w Senſe. 

owever. generally . ſpeaking,: his Materi-' 
als are both ſhining” and fiid, and his 
TROP , and uncommon. - Fhis 
Tragedianhad always a-Nice regard -to: 
Manners, He knew corrupting the. 
People was the greateſt Difſervice'to the: 
Commonwealth; And that Publick Ruine 
was the effect of general: Debauchery::For 
this, Reaſon he declines the - Buſineſs of 
Amours, / and declares:expreſly againſt 1c; 
Now here we can't expe& any length. of 
Teſtimony. His Averfion-to the: Subgect 


. makes him touch very ſparingly. upon: 1t; | 


But in this, Caſe, there is no-need of much 
Citation, His'very Omifſions:-are Argu- 

ments, and his Evidence is the' ſtronger for 
being ſhort; That little. I meetiwith ſhall 
be produced: YN FH 
_ Iff. Oreftes. was obliged: by the Oracle 
to revenge - his  Father's'\/Death in the 
Murther: of his Mother. When. he was 


oref. 48 going to kill her,- he mentions her Cruel- 
E4.Can's?. ty, but waves her Adultery.” Emripiaes 


ap- 


I : Bu 8 y oF IRE os 2 2-5 LES A V 
3 Oe yy 2, AN OS _— Wn 
HE gs an'2 
+ 


"ofthe STxer. 


approv'd this Reſervedneſs'and make his: 
Ele&rs praiſe it upon the fame Occaſion. + 


: Mſchylus in his next Play, complements his 
. Country with a great deal. of Addreſs in 
the Perſons of the Enmeniaes. They are 
very Gentile and Poetical in their Civilities : 
Among other” things they wiſh-the: Vir- 


gins 'may all Marry and make the Coun- - 


"e Populous : Here the: Poer does but juſt 
= 


nce upon theSubjet of Love; and YET Evuyir.. 
he governs the Expreffion with ſuch -care, 3-5 


that the wiſhes contain a Hint to:Sobriety, 
and' carry *a' Face of Virtue alogg with 
them. - an” | ae 67” nt; 

The: Double Deater runs: Riot upon 
ſuch - an Occaſion* as this; and. gives 


Lord Touchwood a mixture of Smut and z. 79. 


Pedantry to "conclude with, + and- yet 
this Lord was: one of: his beft CharaQers: 
But Peers are now grown Abſolute with, 
in themſelves, 'and may: put Senſe and 
Quality upon what Drudgeries they pleaſe. 
Fo return. Dana - cautions his:Daugh- 
| tets very handfomly in +point--of - Beha- 
viour. . They were in a-ftrange Country, 
and had Poverty. and Dependance to 
ftruggle with : Theſe were Circumſtances 
of Danger, - and might make” him ' rhe 
more prefſing. He leaves therefore a ſo- 


lemn Charge with them for: their Securi- - 


ty, bids them never to ſubſift upon Infa- 
my, 
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=. eos The Jmmodeſty | 
E-- my, bur-20 prefer their Virtue to- their 


» » 


ar | Mbvev ouaatat To's S irigy na} were); 
IxiT.349- , Ta Copecrity Trugon 77 bio ahtov. 


Our Poets ſuppoſe would call this Preach- 
ing, and think it adull Buſineſs. How- 
ever I can't forbear ſaying an honeſt Hea- 

. then is none of the worſt Men :; A very In- 


E. - greatway. ' agfs 
T Fo : . Sophocles appear'd next 
|. . -- upon the Stage, and was in earneſt an 
Extraordinary Perſon. . His Condu@ is 

more Artificial, and his Style more 

than that of Aiſchylws.. His Cha 

”- are well drawn, and Uniform with them-_ 
ſelves: His Incrdents, are often ſurpriſing, 
| and his Plots unprecipitated. + 'There\is no- 
---- - thing -but what is Great, - and' : Solema 
E Throughout. The Reaſoning is well colour- 
' ed. TheFiguresare ſometumes Bold, but 
not Extravagant.. Thereareno Flghts of 
Dn 5:52ſ.. Bombaſt; 'no Towering above Natureand 
?-:?- Poſſibility :-:In ſhort, nothing ike Don Se- 
bajtian*s Reigning in his | Atomes. | 
This Tragedian like Aſchylzs does not 
often - concern himſelf with Amovrs,. and 
when he does, nothing can be more. tem- . 
perate, and decent, For Example —_—_ 
e 


different Religion well Believed, will goa 
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nfvcnek is ſcreen'd off and 
- In another Pley, Creon reſolves 


ro 
to- 
Creors Son were very far > Hes 
mon endeavours 'to 'diſfwade:'his- Father 
from Atigones Execution: He: tells him 
the burying her Brother tho*-agamit his 
Order, was a popular Attion. And that the 
People would reſent her being-Puniſh'd : 
But never fo much as mentions his own 
Concern unleſs in one Line ; which was 
ſo obſcure, that Creox mifunderitood him. 
Antigone amongſt her 'other Misfortunes 
laments her dying Young-and Single, but 
| aysnot one word about Hemon. The Po- 
et takes care not to bring theſe two Lovers 
- upon the Szage together, for fear they might 
proveunmanageable. Had they been with 
us, they. had-met with kinder treatment. 
They might have had Interviews: and 
Time and Freedom enough. ' ,Enough to 
mud their Fancy, to tarmſh their Quality, 
and to make their Paſſion Scandalous. -'In 
the Relatiowof Hemor's Death, his Love 
is related too, and that with all the Life 
and Parhos imaginable. -But the Deſcripri 
on is within the Terms of Honour; The 
| tenderneſſes are Solemn, as well: as _ 
= &y 


U 
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242, 244- 


Idid. 264 


{Dons Bets ; 


IN RY A; Ty : . 
A I ES Lb es Ge AE ee ds ws 
4 IE NL. RES. + Fob Fa RS "RNS POURS Ro ad I AS ve "a I He ale Bk Les 
$ ny $ {% ty z, + W's * ah 1, Fd £ pee. oe FI LF: Key. "Es 1.5 ER Ng p 
Es : YY £2 b) Po 0, Ee NE 


£C \ 


EE: 20 . The Immodeſy —  * 
. . 354.264. They move to Pity and Concern, andgo 
> © no farther. In his Trachimie the Chorus 
; owns the Fotce of Love next to'irtefiſtible ; 
._ © gently hints the Intrigues of the Gods, ;and 
-” 4,4..." Then paſſes on to a handſom Image'of the 
- "#%34*. Combat between- Achelows and Herelules. 
We ſee how lightly the Poet touches upon 
an amorous: Theme": He* Glides al 
like a Swallow upon the Water, and skims 
the Surface, without dipping a Feather. 
3 * Sophocles will afford us no more, let us 
® therefore take a View of Euripides. ?Tis 
- the Method of this Author to decline the 
b Singularities of the Sage, and; toappear 
with an Air of. Converſation, He dehvers 


great Thoughts in Common LN 
and is drefs'd more like 'a Gentleman than 
a Player, His DiſtinQtion lies 1n the per- 
ſpicuity of his: Style ; In Maxim, ' and 
Moral Refleftion ; In his. peeular Happi-- 
neſs for touching the Paſſons,- eſpecially 
that of Pity : And laſtly, In. exhauſting 
the Cauſe, and Arguing Pro and Cox; up- 
on the ſtretch of Reaſon. So much by 
way of Charafter. And-as for, the Mat- 
: ter -before' us, He is entirely Ours. We 
Kb have had an Inſtance or. two- already in 
FE.  FEleftraand Phedra: Togo on to the ref. 
E-. In his Hippolytms he calls W; horing,. {tupid- 
bs. neſs and playing the Fool.'; And. to be 
Chaſte and Regular, is with him, as nh Z 
; | Wit 


4 


VIE 


A: AGB ho 
ly :As.mych-. as.to Mole 72) | IJ 
ence -of Senke, Jaws oor 


She) dechims W ith 2 ; 
againſt: 1 rate. ? ® 
ded rather toidie than diſboocur her Huſe 
band and Stain; her. Family. The Blemiſh- © 
es of: Parents,..as ſhe: goes , often,ftuck. _ 
_ ypon..their Childreg,j and made them ap- 

Pear with Diſadvantage. voeP this the 
. Ghorws.is tranſported with the Virtue of her 
| Reſolution, nd.0 cries out. 


D403 _ T2 EBOcoVv we Pie ny. xaady ' Ibid. 232, 


Kai Shar idale erCogrols nopiterar. 233- 
How Pecoming. a Quality is. Modeſty in all 
Places? 


How firangely does it barniſh « C had and 
oblige ones Repatation? 


+ The Scholiaſt upon theſe Val of L Hi 
polyrus, 


: by. 
Sehrdp FO PEE x Aryect iy} lean * 24 
EE Oc. : Ms 


';-Makes this Parapl ah 's 'Tharaid Poer's 
< | Minddhould be: and unſullied::'And 
bf one the Muſs being Virgins, their: Per- 


+ formances 
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Adds bent was ge array. 7 
4am her Husband : For this Andromurhe tells 
2- 303, her ſhe | talk'd'too 'much for Eon 
Iphi; fre Ar brag Frenidg Che! 
 thig. in far,” Achilles at t = 
2751 fre, lets __ hor was "as oP 

| taken with Air, as 

the reft of her fine Face and Perſon. » She 

receives 'the Complement E unending Modetty. 

: commends him for cor May. 
Helen.275, Menelaus and Helen _— a long 
cate 7. the ſurprize of their py =_ 

handſomly. - The moſt tender Expreicn | 

\\ 38 | ſtands clear'of ill meaning. H 

of + parted with Almeria as cavill _—_— wo 

28 met; it had been much That 

"RAPPER Rant of Smut and Profaneneſs. midhs have 

Bride 9.36. __ ſpared. The Reader ſhall have ſome 

of it | | 


O-my ; Mme! 
Wha hat do the Damn'd enduve but t0 deſpai 
, But knowing Heaven, to know it loſt TM 
Were it not for the Creed, theſe " m—_— 
E would be crampt in their Courrſhip,. and , ! 
Mightily at a loſs /for: aSimile! 'But Of: | 
—% min 1s Ta a wonderful' Paſſion.” : _ 
; caly 
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cruly T think his Wits are in One Danger, = | 
as well as his Patience. Yo! ſhall hear.” 


What da all Wracks, and Whips, and Wheels 
to this ? ; | | 
Are they not ſoothing Softneſs, ſinking-Eaſe 
And waſting 4s 10 this -N: En 
Sink Ef and waſting ir, T confeſs 
are rang mforts : This riſon 
is ſomewhat oddly equipp'd, but Lovers, 
like ſick People, may ſay what yay © xm 
Almeria takes this Speech for .a Pattern, 
and ſuits itexattly in her return ; 


 O Tam track, thy Words are Bolts of Ice; 
Which ſbot into my Breaſt, now melt and 
chill me. _ | 


p * 8. FM RET ES., 
RL © E; ade 


Bolts of Ice; Yes moſt certainly ! For - 
the Cold is ftruck up into her Head, as 
you may* perceive by what follows: 


I chatter, ſhake, and faint with thrilling Fears. 


* By the way, *tis a mighty wonder to ">" 
- heara Woman Chatter ! But there is no $ 
jefting, for the Tady is very bad. She 
won't beheld up by any Means, but Crys 
our, ; | 


lover yet, dawn, down: 
© - One 
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* One would think ſhe was learning, a Sp; 
— niel to Serr. But there's ſomething 


— 20 more we'll lift our Eyes, 

; But prone and dumb, Rot the firm Face of 
o- | Earth Eo <P 
«H With Rivers of inceſſant ſualding Rain. 


Theſe Figures are ſome of them as ſtiff as 
Statues, and put me 1n mind of Sylveſter”s 
Dabartas, 't 

| Now when the Winter"s keener breath began 
To Chryſtallize, the Baltick Ocean, 

Toglaze the Lakes, to bridle up the Floods, 
And periwig with Snow the bald-pate Woods. 


Spaniſh of Kin to theſe, and 
712. Mr. Dryden's Refleftion. But thenas.for 
Soothing Sofineſs, Sjnking Eaſe, Waſting 
Air, thrilling Fears, and inceſſant Scalding 
Rain; It puts me to another ſtand. * For 
1 to talk a little in the way of the. Szage. 
b E, This Litter of Epithets makes the Poem 
 _ look like a Bitch over-ſtock'd with . Pup- 
I pies, and ſucks the Senſe almoſt to Skin 
and Bone, Butall this may paſs in.a Play- 
Houſe : Falſe Rhetorick and falſe Jewels, 
do well together. 'To return to Euripides. 
Caſſandra 1n reporting the Misfortunes 4 
| | 


I take it, the other Verſe _ (ognrie | 
all leave them to 


ng ate ERIE 
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the Greeksſtops at the Adutterivs oF Chiew: | 
neftrs and #gials, and gives this handfom | 


reaſon for making a Halt : ' ' | 


- » 


© Wrfv Juener xd hed rinT Tee aeT 
Tiver dds " Tis Unrnoe Ker, 


Foul Things art beſt anſaid, Pm for no Maſe 


That loves to flouriſh on Debaachery. 


8ome __ are dangerous -in Report, . - | 


as well as prattice, and'many times a Dil- 


% 


eaſe in the Deſcription. This Earipides 


was aware:of, "and manag'd accordingly; 
and was remarkably regular both in Style 
and Manners: How: wretchedly do we 
fall ſhort of the Deceacies of Heatheniſm ! 


There's nothing more ridiculous than Mos 2x nee 
deſty 'on our Stage. *Tis counted an ul. #7 p. 21. 


_ bred Quality, and almoſt ſhamed: out of 
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Uſe. One would think Mankind were ?rovet'd 


not'the ſame, that Reaſon was to be read 772 4'- 


Backward, and Virtue and Vice had chang- 
ed Place. | 


'What then? Mult Life be huddled overy 


Nature ft unperfe&t, andthe Humour of 
the Town not ſhewn ? _ pray where 
hes the Grievance of all this? Muſt we 
relate whatever is' done, and-is every 


Thing fit' for Repreſentation? Is a Man ' 


'that has the Plaghe proper to make a 
: [ D 2 


Sight / 


* 7 


J q IF 


——— 
okxens upon t e | 
muſt hen nodice © Look you! All 
Experiments are not worth the 
"Tis much better to be ignorant of a Diſ- 
eaſe than to catch it, Who would wound 
himſelf for Information about Pam, or 
{mell a Stench for the fake of the Diſcove- 
ry ? But I ſhall have occaſion to encounter 
* Remarks this QbjeCtion afterwards, * and therefore 
«pm R4i%- ſhall dilmjſs'it at-preſent. 
; The Play-Honſerat Athens has been hi- 
therto in Qedpts bur are there.na Inftances 
to the contrary? Does not Ariflopraenes 
take great Liberties, and make;, Women 
ſpeak extraordinary Sentences? He does ſo, 
- * Bur his Preſident ſignifies nothing in; ths ' 
Caſe. For, ", 
1ſt, We have both the Reaſon of the 
Thing, and all the Advantage of Autho- 
rity on the other fide. We have the Pra- 
Arice and Opinion of Men of much greater 
Senſe and Learning than himſelf. The 
beft Philoſophers and Poets, Criticks and 
Orators, both Greek and Latin, -both An- 
'F cientand Modern, give the Cauſe againſt 
=” him. But Ari/fophanes his own Plays are 
3 {ufficientto ruin his Authority. 'For, 
'rff. He diſcovers himfelf adownright 
Atheiſt. 'This Charge will be eafily pr 
S 


wbrs was to expoſe Socrates, and make a 
Town-Jeſt of him. Now this Philoſopher 
was not only a-Perſon of great Senſe and 

- Probity, but was likewiſe fuppos'd to re- 
fine upon the Heathen Theology, torhrow 
off theFabulous part of it,and to endeavour 

-to bring it back ro the Staridard of Natural 
Religion. And therefore Juſtin Martyr, 
and fome others of the Fathers, -look*d' on 
him as a Perſon of no Pagan Belief, and 


oghe bs foffer'd for the Unity of the . 


tho 

God-Head.- This Man, 4riftophanes makes 
fine fport with, as he fancies: He puts him 
" 1na FooPs Coat, and then points at him. 
* He: makes Socrates inftrut his Diſciple 
Strepſiades 1m a new Religion, and tell him 


that he did not own the Goils in the: Yulgar v4.48 1. 
Notion. He brings hum in elſewhere, 'af- 55 3-2- 


firming, that the Chonds are the only Deities. 
Which is the: fame Laſh which Jurors! 


ves the Jews, becauſe they Worthipped > : © 


ut one {ingle Sovereign Being. 


Nil preter, Nubes & Cali numen' adorant. Sar. 14. 


Socrates goes on-with his Leure. of 
Divinity, and declares very-roundly, that 
there is no ſuch thing as: Jupiter, Aﬀeer- 


wards he advances farther; and endeavours? 195: 
DES wo 
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to get Strepſcades.under Articles toacknow*- 

Nub-þ.110 ledge no other Gods, but Chaos, the Clouds, 
' and the Toxene. At laſt the Poet brin 

the Philoſopher to publick Penance. for 

his Singularities- He ſets Fire to his Schboo! 

for teaching Young People (as he pretends) 

to. diſpute againſt Law and Juſtice ; . for 

4 5.3 advancing Atheiſtick Notions, and -Bur- 
176. lefquing|.theReligion of the Country. 

1 hat Socrates. was no Atheiſt, is clear 

E-; | from Ingances enough. - |I'o-mention but 

; | . one: T he Contgare Ne 96 in yy: 

Plat.- 4po!, 990, Or Genizes, by which: heygovern'd hi 

rome Afﬀairs, puts it beyond all —_ How: 

ever tis - plain Arifophanes. was not of his 

Religion..,./The Comedian was by no means 

fos, correCting the.Common Perſwaſion. 

So that he muſt either be. an Orthodox 

. Heathen, or.nothing at all. Let us ſee then 

with what Reſpe& he treats the received 

| Divinities, _ This Play, where one would 

. ' not expect it, diſcovers ſomewhat of. his 

-. Nub. p. 86. Devotion. / | In the beginning of 1t' Phiasp- 

pides, who was a ſort of New-Market Spark, 

{wears by Jocky Neptune, that he had a 

{trange Kindneſs for his: Father Srrepfiades, 

Upon this the Old Man replies ; No Jocky, 

if you Love me; that Deity bas almoſt undone 

awe. This was making ſomewhat bold 

with Neprune, who was Jupiter's Brother, 

- Sovereigs of a whole Element, and Ry 

els 
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ofthe Sracs =» 
lefs than the Third ſhare of the Univerſe ! 


Certainly * Ari/tophanes had no venture at. 


Sea, or elſe muſt 'think the Trident figni- 
fied burt- very little. © But this is meer Ce- 
remony to what follows. ' In his firſt Play, 
Platus pretends he had a mind to'oblige 
only Mea of Probity; but TJapirer-had 
made him blind, on purpoſe thathemight 
not diſttnguiſh Hone(t Men from Knaves : 
For to be plain,Fepiter had a Piqueagainft 
Good People. Towards the end: of this 
Comedy, Mercury is abuſed by Cario, and 
as a ridiculous, and" leſſening part him- 
ſelf. Afterwards he complains heavily that 
fince Platzs was cured of his Blindneſs, 
the Buſineſs of Sacriticing feli off, and the 
Gods were ready to ſtarve, This Mercury 
has the: ſame 11] Uſage with the Poers 
Knaves, Inforiners, and Lewd Women ; 
From all this ſtuff put together, his mean- 
ing 1s*pretty plain, viz. That Religion 
was no. better than an Impoſture ſupport- 
ed by Art,and Ignorance: And that when 


Plut. fo 
$8, 


Men's Underſtandings were awake, and 


their Eyes a little open, they would have 

more Diſcretion than to be at any expence 

about the Gods. RL Tet 

-- This I take to be part of the Moral of 

his Fable. If we look farther into him, we 

. ſhall ſee more of his Mind. His Rax# 
makes Merry with the: Heathen Scheme of 
| D 4 Heaven 


Ranp.188. 
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The Immodetty 
Heaven and Hell. Here Charoz and the 


. Stygian Frogs are brought in Comically 


enough. - And that you may underſtand 
his Opinion more: perfeftly, we are: told, 
that- he that Bilks his Catamite after a 
Sodomitical Abuſe, is throwninto the Com- 
mon-ſ{hore of Hades. And what Company 
do you think he is lodg'd with? ' Wh 

with thoſe who Perjure themſelves, w1 

thoſe who kick their Fathers and Mo- 
thers. It ſeems in the Poer's Juſtice aMan 
might as good be falſe to his Oath, as to 
his Lewdneſs. - To diſappoint the Stews, 
is every ot as great a Crime, as tofly in 
the Face of Nature, and outrage our Pa- 
rents. His Quartering his Malefators 


thus critically, was without Queſtion on 


purpoſe to. Banter the Perwaſion of fu- 
ture-Puniſhment. In the ſame Play, Xan- 
thias bids Aacws anſwer him by Fove, 
Os uutr i57v FOTET1> "1.72 This bttle Scoun» 
drel of a Slave has the Manners to make 
_ Quality no betrer than his own. - 
o g90n with him : In his Aves he ſpeaks. 
out to purpoſe. Here Priſtheterus tells 
Epops, that ifthe Birds would build a Caftle. 
in the Air, they might intercept the Fumes 
of the Sacrifices, and ſtarve the Gods, un- 
leſs they would come to, and, be Tri- 
butary. It ſeems the Biras had very good 
Prerences to execute this Project ; for they 
| were 
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were ancienter than Jupirer and Saturn, 
and Govern'd before the _ bow _— R 
ſpeak grath, were more capable of the =, 
FunEtion, Their Adviſer goes on to in-? 53% _ © 


form them; that after they had built rheir ** 5" 
Penſile City, 'and fortified the Arr, their 
next Buſineſs = to demand their ancient 
Sovereignty : If Jupiter refuſed "ro quir, 
eli wes be declare a Holy War Jinſſ 
him, and” the reft of the Conftederz 
Gods, and to cut off the Communicari- 
on between Heaven and Farth. Pi/- 
theterus" grows very warm in his new 1 
Intereſt / and ſwears by Jove, that Men ?- 542+ bk 
ought to Sacrifice to the- Brras, and not. E 
to Jupiter. And if Things came to a *g 
Rupture, and Jupiter grew Troubleſome, * 59% = 
he undertakes to ſend a Detachment of - "= 
Eagles againſt him; with Orders to ſtorm 7 
his Palace with Flambeaux, and fire it 
about his Ears Ar laſt' to prevent the 
Cllamities of a War, Hercules propoſes 14a. 
an Accommodation, and is withng 7J-- 
piter ſhould reſign. Neprane calls him 
a Block-head for his pains, becauſe he 
was Heir at Law, and after Jupiter's De- 
ceaſe, was of Courſe to ſucceed in his Do- 
minions. Once more, and I have done : CE. 
In Eirene, Tryg us ſpeaks in a menacing | - 
way ; That unleſs Jupiter gave him Sarit- '% 
| faftion in his Bulineſs, *he would inform ,. &.. 
| againſt 
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46 Og | Eiren.6 16. againſt him as.a diſaffeReJ -Perſon, and & 
| bhetrayer of the Liberties of Greece. 1 
<2 ſome more . Scandalous than any I have Þ}. 
mentioned; : Buttheſe are ſufficienttoſhew - ,'Þ 
. the Author's Sentiment: And is: it. any : 
-wonder an Atheiſt ſhould-misbehave him- 
ſelf in point. of Modeſty ? What can we 
expect ſe from thoſe who Laugh. at the 
' Being of a God, + at the DoArines.of Pro- 
vidence, and the DiftinQtions of Good and: 
Evil? A Sceptick has no Notion of Con- 
ſcience, no Reliſh for Virtue, . nor. is under 
any Moral reſtraints from Hope or Fear. 
Such a one has pothing to do but. to con» 
 fſulr his Eafe, amd -gratifie his Vanity, and 
p | fill his Pocket. But how theſe Ends are 
bh _ compaſſed, he has -no Squeamiſhneſs or * 
=” | . an les about it. *Tis - true when the | 
4 Methods of Lewdnefſs will. take, they 
A are generally moſt agreeable. This way | 
ſuits their Talent, and ſcreens their Pfa- | 
ice, and obliges their Malice. . For no- 
thing is a greater Eye-ſore to theſe Men, 
than Virtue and Regularity. _ What a 
Pleaſure is it then to be admired for Miſ- 
chief, to be reveng'd on Religion, and to | 
{ee Vice proſper and improve under our 
Hands! Toreturn : Beſide, Ariftophanes's 
Atheiſm, I have a Second Objettion to | 
his Authority, and that is want of Judg- 
ment. 
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form ; either wrong at firſt, or unſteady 
: ' in-the- Right. ;. For. che; purpoſe-;.-Tn;, tns 
WM 1 Nabes. . +39. 3» Þ+ 146, o__ He puts 
J. dirty expreſſions inthe Mouth of hus Man 
'F of Probity, makes him-declaim dang Au 
gain(t V ice, andcorrett Scurrility with Im- 
pudence ;: Now. what: can, be more. idle 
and ſenſeleſs, than ſuch ConduQ as this? 
| Elpecially when. this Jaſt#s - as he.. calls 
him, had told them} in the beginning of 
| his- Speech, that People uſed to be. well 
flaſh'd for ſuch Fooling, when..Govern- 
ment. and Diſcipline were in. ther due 
Force. ; The: Chorus. of his Rave . {lides 
iato the ſame -Inconliſtency . of . Pre-4' [2 
.J- _ cept, and Praftice. Farther,  .in the 
| © Progreſs: of this Play ; #/chylas. falls a 
rallying-contrary to his Humour, and jeits 12 
| away bo own Arguments at a very un- _ = 
| ſcaſonable JunAture, when he was diſpur- - "43 
ing for no leſs prize than the Laureatihip k, 
þ This Tragedian after he had play d A þ. 24% 
httle with the Story of Bellerophon, gocs 
on in the ſame. ſtrain; and; charges Euri- 
| pides that he had furniſh'd all forts of Peo- 
| ple. with Sawcineſs. and - Prattle. The 
Schools and Academies were ſpoil'd by 
this means ; So that the. Boys were often 
whip'd, and: the Boatſwains OS, for 
; ther. 
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>” ,, the” Chattering. Theſe.” Comical 'Le- 
| _*_ -  vities- come with an ils Grace from 
|  #jfchjlms. His Chatafter was quite dif- 

ferent both in Reality, and inthe Pla 
be before us. He is all along reprefenred as 
== a Perſon of a ſerions Temper, of 'a re- 
= ſerv'd Loftineſs, Cholerick, and tender 
| of his Honour to an Excefs, and almoſt 
"I | in a. at the Aﬀront of « Rival, and 
hy _ e- to _ the y_ with _ 

Sy ripides. e caſe ſtanding thus, neit 

* Man, nor the Buſineſs, would admir 
of Drolling. Another Inftance of his wanr 
of Conduct we have in his Concionatores. 
Here Blepyrus and ſome orhers of his Le- 
i{lative Afembly, talk at a very dirty in- 
ipid rate: The Loweft of the Mob, can 
hardly: jeſt with leſs Wit, and more 
Lewdneſs. And to make their Diſcourſe . 
E. + more remarkable ; Theſe donty” Mem- 
FS bers were juſt going, to the Fowſe, and 
_ had their Heads full of the Good of the 
 , -oo, Nation, when they entertain'd themſelves 
2. 708. thus decently. And are theſe little Buf- 
foons fit to conſult de Arduis Regni, &c. to 

we Authority to Law, and Rules for pub- 

Fick Life ? Do's Ribaldry and Nonſenſe 
become the Dignity of their Station, and 

the Solemnity of their "Office ? To 
make his Parliament-Men play the Fool 

' thus egregiouſly, mutt needs have a _ 

; ea 


deal of Derm, Ce 
Contrivance -; 
Habi of Fack-P dding and Mery docs 
ack-Paddings, ews. 

_ But Ariffophanes has ſtill higher Flights of 
Abſurdity. He won't ſo-much as 
the Gods, but makes. them a& theſe 1: 
Parts of Clowniſhneſs and Infamy. Bw 
chus and Hereales in his Reneare to 
talk Smut and- rally. like Link-Boys, and 
do almoſt all the ricks of Bartholowew- 
og Rebds mgm en Ayn foo 

k Acc wres er. 
cules the readieſt way to Hages, or the 0- 
ther World. He bids him either Havg, 
or Poyſon himſelf, and he cangot miſs the 
Road. This is Hercales's Humour to a 
Tittle ! Agd yuan him as much to - 
the Life, as an 4pe would do the Grazd Rene. p. 5 
Signior at a publick Audience ! This '521%% «2 


with a ſhort Sentence or two of Lewd- 
neſs, is the hardeſt of Hercules his 
Uſage : And 'tis wel! he eſcap'd fo ; 
for :Becchm is a m_ worle, - 4 
appears. u e - Diſadvant A 3 
Clowniſh Debauchee, and © Chin P1924 be 
And is terribly afraid of a Speffre, When '** '5* 
he comes before cs, this Judge is very 
rough with him ; gr: tries his.pretences 
to a Deity by Baſtinado : Bacchw howls 
inthe drubbing, and had almoſt ng + 43 25:8; 
| | ow | 


Now! do's this pa ' Behaviour agtee 
with the” Heathen eology; "with the 
Common O non concerni "Buechue and 
Hercules? © Do's a Blew-C kak a' Ladle, 
become the' Sons of Jupiter, and the Ob- 
jeQs of Reli _—_ Worſhip * ? Thoſe who 
at the loweſt, were counted the Con 
rors of the World, and more than : 
both -by Birth and Enter rize ? So fo 
cles and jm com make * theſe two 
ſons manage at a quite different rate of 
Decency. *Tis no © Jeferce to ſay, Ariſto- 
phanes Whore Comedy, and ſowasob 
to make his Scenes more diverting. | This 
excuſe I'ſay, is defeQtive; for a bon rg 
ought to imitate Life and Probability, 
leſs than a Tragedian. To Metamorphoſe 
Charadters, and preſent Contradiftions to 
Common Belief, is to write Farce inſtead 
of Plays. Such ' Comedians like Theſpic 
ought to havea travelling Sage, and take 
the Air with Porcapines and Dromedaries. 
Tf *tis faid that Gravity and Greatneſs 
do's not ſuit the Completion and Enter- 
tainment of Comedy, To thisT anfwer, 
that therefore the Perſons ſhould bechoſen 
accordingly. They Thould have nothing 
in their known Humor and Condition too 
Noble and folemn' for - —_— '?Tis 
Horace's advice. 
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Anat famam-ſequere, aut  convenientid finge- 
Scriptor. :De Art. Poet. © 1 + | 


. Let us remember that Opetationsalways 

_ reſemble the Nature: from whence they b- 
flow. » Great Perſons ſhould- therefore = 
have a Correſpondent Behaviour -affign'd , 
them. To make Beings much Superior: ' z 
to the Biggeſt of Mankind, talk below 

the Leaſt; 1sabſurd and ridiculous. This 
Ariſtophanes ſeems ſenſible of, in his de- F 
fence of Aſchylus. Here' Euripides ob- 8 ve. . 
jets to Aiſchylws, that he was too rume'24* 
bling, noiſy, and bombaſtick, over-affe- 

Qing that which Horace calls: | 


Ampullas, & ſeſquipedalis Verba. 


To: this  A&ſchylus Anſwers, that the 
Thoughts, and Deſigns of Heroes muſt be 
deliver'd in Expreſſians - proportion*d to 
their Greatneſs. It being likely that the 
Demi-Gods ſpoke up to their Dignity 
and Stature : And as they were diſtin: 
why by the richneſs of their Habit, 4 
othey had a more Magnificent Language F. 
than other Mortals. To this Earipraes hab 
replies nothing'; from whence you-may 
conclude the Poet thought the Apology 
not unreaſonable. - In ſhort, PET 

; a 
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had Senſe, but he does not always uſe 
it. He is nor equal, and uniform. 

times you have him flat and fooliſh a good . 
while together. And where he has Spirit, 


Rove. 47, "ris oftentimes laviſhed away to little pur- = 
is commonly too 


Sc. I. Cone poſe. His | 


ſtrong for Is Ju t. This makes 
him let fly his Jeſts without regard to Per-- 
ſon or Occaſion : And thus by Springi 
the. Game too ſoon, the Diverſion 1s loſt. 
omen make RO kerry ng S 

10ns againft the Condutt of hi F5 
But this being not neceſſary, I ſhall ob- 
ſerve 1n the ay 

34. Place. That notwithitanding the 
ſcandalous Liberty for which Ariffophaxes 
is ſo Remarkable; yet in his Lucid In- 
tervals, when” Senſe and Sobriety return 
upon him, he pronounces againſt his own 
Praftice, Intheconteſt between #/chylus 
and Euripides, Bacchus is made the Un- 
pire of the-Controverfie. MAchylas begins 
with ' a Queſtion, And asks Emripides 
what *tis which makes a 'Poer ad- 
mird ? He anſwers. ?Tis for the ad- 
dreſs of. his ConduQ, and the handſome 
Terns of Morality: in his Poems. *Tis | 
becauſe hns performance has a 'Tendency 
toform the Audience to Virtue, and Im- 

t. Afchylus demands of him 
farther ; But ſuppoſe you debauched the 


Age 


Auiloads 3 


apd-good for nothirig, what”. 


s-out, 
2 et Pray don't abk "fo plat 


. . tion, Ant afterwards we aretold: 


_ are EE ang hdelaing 
Things- uh eful, in-Life and. Religion; for 
poliſhing Inventions and ſerting bff great 
p_ with Luſtre,' and Advantage: 


In the. Progreſs ofthe Diſpute, ' &ſchjlus v. 240. 


taxes Euripides with beidg too-uncautious 
in his Repreſentations; and tells him, chat 
Poets ought to concea! that which is vici- 
bus:in Story ; '-and oy amagg with nothing 
but Virtue and Sbbcicry He goes 6n Re- 
primaiiding 'Edripides for for his Drawatich In- 


celts, Serumpets;) and Amours: And as. 24;, 
for himſelf; 20 his beſt remembrance, he 24+ 


never brought any Love-Intrigues VR 
the Scage; ' 

\ Fhis is a very Hignifcan Expoſtulation ; ; 
and contains very good Rules for the * 

Tryal of the Maſe | + But-if the Engliſh- 
- Sec ſhout be: obliged to this Teſt, 
Fo muilt ſet Fire to it, and that with. 
en eas 
Sc ow $ e Ariſto- 
phanes's Senſe, is p plain :' Fot firſt 
As to the Buſineſsof Love, | Arifophunetal 
mays declines it ; He never patches Fo 
E 
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? Here Bactbws inter! 
Whar does he des * 


Sed dA 5, 
WE. SY Ms obo 4 


S © 
4 
2 2 
a * 
: 5 2 Mm 
ﬀ 


FR SY Ns 


Eres 4” 
act An nab 


% 4 a IH 'E 0 IS SO < ty ys - % 
2 4 ey YT Wo. Aa ia, i tee? wr IRS Id oh rr TIER IE, ERS 5 4 
ke 4 ona rs SETS, EY By 3 IT NY $6 RE Bis P42 BHI Abi WEAR I hBIES s 
Fm Rohan ts FG; Saks Be dais, oe 3h NE. 
: q Ls x 


5O 


P: 255, 


267. 


The Immodetty . 
Play. with: Conrt(b3p; arid Wh 
dee teri ve Comieajy; 
yu the Choras.. which is tfually \ythe on, | 
nterpreter,, ſpeaks mera 57a 


even to.a-Preference; And-atilaſt Judge : 
Bacchus gives Sentence forhimm. +1114 + 

Thus we- fee: Ariſtophnyes Gonfutes his: 
own Lewdnefs,/'and comes 'in' Evidence” 
againſt himſelf, This, with the-other; - 
two Exceptions:I have made good. agaiaft/ 
him, are ſufficient to: take | the force of 
the Precedent, ag make him\ air inhignts- 
cant Authority.; oneomy# adn 

To what Thave obſery'd fromthe Stag - 
of the Ancients, -I-could':add : the Arthos 
ritiesof Ariſtotle, and Quintchan, both ex- 
traordinary. Perſons, - but I'ſhall/ reſerve 
. their Teſtimony till afterwards-: 1; +1; 

'To come: Home, and near;our.. own 
. Times; 'The;:Engliſh-Thegtre from/Queen 
Elizabethto King Charles II. will affords 
. pos not - inconheranle to our Pur- 

Ee, > Rb 

As for Shakeſpearhhe iorgoguilty: tO, make 
an. Evidence:;; But I _—_ ——_ 
.much by: his: Misbebaviour ; 
monly Plautus's Fate, Where theres mol | 
Smut, there is dealt Senfe!: 4/i1l/ 

:;Ben Johwſon-:is much; more reſerved in 
his Plays, and declares plainly for Modeſty 
1dþis. Dileapriees. 1ome of his: Words are 
theſe. | A 


(Apa, Writer kn A Lrue 

nate deg, 1% "Where Go i ; Trp 
are Corrupted, Frye is ſo to0. © 
ceſs. of Feaſts and L are t Votes of y. 1 701. - . 


k State ; andthe Want 
x 3+ ſick Mind. Res he 


to the Aqgumens, and 2 ie Roaſen- 


moreparticularly to the Poetryg. ai 
| . = rag hold "Pleas. | 
EI COMMON. , Object, bat. 
om all ha : Pleaſures, ls le Frhey - , 


Jig 1 
from 1, eir End ; An while: 


ht T7 to. better Men's ways deſtray their. 


5; Jyblent and.Ohſcene Sperches, and, 
Tell upow the beſt Men, are mol Teh tex. 
hter. - But this us truly leaping from. 195, 
k Stage to the Tumbrill again, reducing all "7 
Wit to the Ort iginal Dung-Cert. More 
might be. cited + this - purpoſe, but thar 
may, ſerve. for,an other. Occaſion; In the 
mean.rime I: ſhall-.go on to Beaumont and 
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_ fame Quality. 


Sach Paſſions ach Expreſſion 
Such Wit gf rv with Obſceni 


ae Te "Main 
ſtroaks to. the ſame urpc 


nl by way of Fug 


e > AVI know what wr are to'ex- 
Tf there be any amongſt you (ys Be) 
pr. come to hear Loſciuious Scenes, 


| depart ; For I do pronountet Daw 


P 

diſco Des of all wo-penny 
_ ear f. Bawdry hh ”, 
thoſe Ig og Smut was 
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All private Taxes, immodeſt Phy. E DE 
Whatever may bus look like Fils | 
For wicked M Mirth never trae Pleaſure br 


ys, 
1 For honeft Minds are \Pleas'd with honeſt things. 


I have quoted nothing but Comed 
thn Andes, [The Corogation 15: =>. 
And the Folger tells you there is ” 


No Undrmi ha 's 4s. does lard. this Sexe, 
Far, coarſe a bere & clean. 
And Co fide our om me ſay, - 
He'll bate you but the Folly of a. Play. 

| Kr akiely a alths' dall Souls. his >Pen arſpiſe, 
| Who think it yet f00 early to be wiſe, 

The Nobles yet will thank his Muſe, at "the 
_ him, *cauſe his Thonght « am'd at t 


Thus theſe Poers are in their Judgments 
clearly ours. *Tis true, their Hand- was 
not always ſteady. But thus much may 
be averr'd, that Fletcher's latter Plays are 
the mo(t inoffenſive. 'This is either a ſign 
of the wu re n; to B the ex- 
| ong'd tÞ Beaumont, 
- who died firſt. | 
' To theſe Authorities of our own Nati- 
on, I ſhall add a II Teſtimony 

2 out 


Wo 


'$4  The-Imnievolly 
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4 * SI 9 . 4 > MT. 
ad} is 2 © a Sd OWL SS ps LO rap: Ne" 
; EG re Be EE oe oe Fenn. 
ESE 7 he SOA 
- - 
” 


out of Mr. Corneile, This Author was | 
ſenſible that though the Expreſſion of his 


| Theodore. Theodore + was. altogether un{mutty, ©, Vet 


£4 Rover. © the bare Idea of Proſtitution uneffeQed, 
2: ,# ſhock*dthe Audience,” and made the Play 
_  # miſcarry. The Poetprotelts hetook- great 
© care to alter the Natural Complexion of 
[4 the Image, and to'convey-it decently to 
* the Fancy ; and deliver'd only: ſome part 
© ofthe Hiſtory: as inoffenſively as le. 
* And after all his Screening and Condutt, 
© the Modeſty of the Audience would-nor 
* endure that little, the Subjeft forced him 
© upon. - He - is poſitive; The Comedies 
© St. Auguſtine declaim'd againſt, were not 
Efuch as +the French, For theirs are not 
* Spetacles of Furpitude,"'as..that Father 
Fjultly- calls thoſe of © his Time. The 
* French generally ſpeaking, containing no- 
© thing but Examples of Innocence, 'Piety 
_* and Virtue. 

In this Citation we have the Opinion of 
the Poet, the PraQtice of the: French Fhea- 
tre, andthe Senſe. of that Nation, and all 

' very full to our. purpoſe. "76 
+ Toconclude his Chapter. . By what has 
been offer'd, it appears, that - the preſent 
(© Exgliſh Stage is {uperlatively alous. 
It exceeds the Liberties of all Times: and 
-, Countries. ' It has not ſo muchas the-poor 
'\ Plea of a Precedent, to which moit other ill 
i ; Thi n g $ 


ofthe STaAGm, 
Things may claim a pr . *Tis moſtl 
aeer Diſcovery and Invention: A new 
World of Vice found out, andplanted with 
all the Induſtry imaginable.”* Ari/tophares 
himſelf, how bad foever in other reſpeQs, 
does not amplify. and flouriſh, ''and run 
through all the Topicks of Lewdneſs like 
theſe Men. The Meſce!/any Poems are(like- 
wiſe horribly.Licentious. . Theyare ſome- 
times Collections from Antiquity; and'of- 
tenthe worſt Parts of the wort Poets. And 
to mend the Matter, the Chriſtian'Tra»ſla- 
zi0z 1s more: nauſeous than the Pagan Ori- 
ginal : Such Stuff I believe was never ſeen, 
and ſuffer'd' before. In a word, If Pover- 
ty and Diſcaſes, the Diſhonour of Families, 
' and the Debauching of Kingdoms, areſuch 
valuable Advantages, then I confeſs theſe 
. Books deſerve Encouragement; Bur if the 
Caſe is otherwiſe, I humbly conceive' the 

Proceeding ſhould be fo too. 
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The Profanene(s of the Stage. 
A Nother Inſtance of the Diſorders of 


\ the Sage, is their Profaneneſs; "This 
harge may come undertheſe two Parti- 


* 


'culars.. 
iſt. Their Carfing and Swearing. 
2dly. Their Abuſe of Religion , and Holy 


Scripture. 


- 1ſt; Their Curſing and Swearing. 
What is more frequent - than ''theic 


Wiſhes of Hell and Contuſion, '/Devik'and 
.Diſcaſes, all the Plagues'of' this: Workd, 
.and the next, to each other? And as for 
Swearing ; 'tis ufed* by':all' Perſons;-and 
upon all Occaſions : By Heroes, and Pal- 
troons ; by Gentlemen,and Clowns ; Love, 
and Quarrels ; Succeſs, and Diſappoint- 


ment ; Temper, and Paſſion, muſt be var- , 


niſhd; and ſet off with Oaths. At ſome 
times, and with ſome Poets, Swearing is 
no ordinary Relief. It ſtands up in' the 
room of Senſe, gives Spirit to a flat Ex- 
prefſjon, and makes a Period Muſical and 
Round. In ſhort, *tis almoſt all the Rheto- 
'S. Thi 665% - '* rick, 


"fon" 's 
" -mhont' und 
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'be mer' with in' the OL4 Bajohelowr. ay 
+ Dealer, and! Love for Love. And wmen- 


tion no" thre,” Dow'Qaixor, the'Provot'd 


> and the” Relapſe, ' are*y 
_ anipant -and Scandalous 


as' other” Branches of -Immorality. 
ayiScoinpaterively ſober, BenJohn- 


Eh hes nie ae Prey at as 
- Shak; 


commonly Profiloate Perſons 'that Swear, 
and even thoſe are ov'd fort. Belides, 


. the'Oaths lireinot/fo full of 'Hell and Dek. 


| ance, as itithe Moderns. '- 


*.S6 much for: Matter of Fact : And as - 
for! point of Law, FT hope there needs nor 
many Words to prove Swearioga Sin : For 


What 


r;\And-as for Beau- 
in their Plays, they-are 


Jolent; eligiou: en es 
toatreſtour Tei es, to giye Security for our 
Follies,. and to make' part of our Divyerſj- 
on? To, play with Majeſty and Omnipo- 
tence1n this manner, is to [Are hy it cheap 
and deſpicable. How canſuch Cuſtomsas 
theſe conlift with the Belief of. Providence 
o nr yr _ To are of all Peo- 
ple to. blame. y. want, even 
the Plea of Baliies and Sherpers. There'sno 
Rencounters, no' ſtarts of Paſſion, no fad- | 
den Accidents to diſcompoſe them. They 
{wear. in Solitude and cool Blood, under 
Thought / and Deliberation, for Buſineſs 
and for Exerciſe : This. is,a terrible Cir- 
cumftance ; It makes all Malice Prepepſe, 
and enflamesthe Guo and the Reckoning. 
. _ Andif Religion _—_ (as I. 

am afraid 1 it-does w ſome People ) ware 
is Law as well as Goſpel,; againſt Swears 
3 Jac. 1, FP 21. 15 ;EXpre F: 8g. NE 
| Plg-Hog e. It runs thus, | 


OR the meventing.and avoiding of 

the great abuſe ofthe holy Name of 

. God tinDtage-]Plays,Enterludes,8:c. 

Þe it enacted by our Sovereign Low, &c. 
. That if at any time, 02-times, after the 
Eud of this pzeſent Seffion of 0 
ment, 


,02'of 
ey,” bebe 


every ſuch Offertce, by H1m-02 Them com- 
mitted Ten'Pound: -The'ohe' Potety 
thereof tothe 2's Majefty, his Heirs, 
 atid'Suceeſſo2s/; the other tp thereof 
'to Him, o2 them;'that will ue fox fame 
{t'ahy Court/of Recowy at Weſtminſter, 
© wherein o'Effoin, P2otection, oz lager 
of Law ſhalt be allow's- A Im 


By this PT. not only dire& EIT 


- but all vain Invocation of the- Name of 
'God is forbidden. This Sratuteiwell exe-. 


cuted would mend the Poets, or ſweep the 
Box: And the Stage muſt-either r form, 
or not thrive upon Profaneneſs. * 

34. Swearing in the Plaz-Houſe is an 
- ungentlemanly, as well as' an unchriſtian 


Praftice. The Ladies make a confidera- 


ble part of the Audience. Now Swearing 
before Women! is* reckon'd Breach of 
 g00d Behaviour ; and "therefore ' a civil 
- Atheiſt will forbear it. The Cuſtoin ſeems 
to'go upon this' Prefumption ;* that the 
Impreſſions of Religion are ſtrongeſt i in 
| Wo- 


Mr bona ſhalt nit to | 


LT 
I 
ES, 
* n 


will ftartat aSol —_ renter nt 
as at the-Report of- his Piſtol: And there- 
fore a well-Bred Man will.no more Swear 
than Fight in the Company of Ladies. - 

_— mn of -  Rekgon, a of the 
Stage-1s their e. of; Religion, and;Ho/ 
Fw And here ſometimes they doo't 
ſtop ſhort of Blaſphemy. .iTo cite all that 
- might be Collefted of: this kind would be 
redious...F;{hall give the Reader;enough to 
pulley the Charge, and I hope toabhor the 
- PraQtice. 

To begin. with:the Mochafroteger. "To i 
the Firſt A#, the. Scene is; a Cheppel, and 
that the Uſe of ſuch Conſecrate places 


may be the better NG the tume is 


EI" 


- —— the reſt. She, interrupts T hoods, 
and cries out ; Why Siſter, Siſter---wil Jos 
pro 
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_ id 
les Delene. ; Letitia nin her-' rg or: 39- 
with Belmorr-was almoſt difcover'd,.tup-' + 
mon ſelf withithis Conſideration; At . 
lies in his Impudence;'. and. Hea« 
yy proigd: he:has a conſiderable Portion. 
Thinks «the-xRigub Jouſe- -Gracez \ and thus, ,,, 
a - part-of:. Devotion ! | 
oe thftdncs! * Rillbehind=""Tis "2 
harper 340) +V/ ain-Lovut,: al. lies "I 
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Ce os Ts 
the Comment, all under = I could-go 

on with-the Double Dealer, bur hel ohne 
. in my+ way afterwards,”: and | fo Þ ſhall 
part with him-at preſent. Let us'now 
take 2 view of Don Sebaftian. And —_— 
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But Dorax was aRenegado, what then? 
| He :-had renounc'd-. CT :{tt nrry, bur not 
des;; ſach'- hideous Sen- 
renices ought not: to be put in-the Mouth 
jr iris dr Snag tory a 
Snortfitt to ſome 
People an Arheiftical Rant is as good as oY 
uriſh of Trumpets. To proceeds. 4 
of c Chriſtian, mends the 
te, He is ; 0n a Lot 
 drawn-for his- Life :- This 
, after the Preamble of 
calls it; 
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DEED 


Arblack as Hell; ; another lucky ſayin 
1 think the Devin me cod pin 


, 14. Þ. 12» ; 
71: ran aroma trends 


or to Dantnetion. . 


"Tis /ths Pocr, \broga res. his Bullies for | 
the: other :World 1: Hell and Damnation  _- # 
ate ſtrange entertaining Words ow 3 
Srage : Were it -_——_ the. wW- 

theſs go” 
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 . : 
theſe Lines,. would be/almoſt-as bad asthe 
| Conſcience, The Poem. warms/and: riſes 
mw .  1n the working; and the next Flight is ex- 


tremely remarkable. 


Not the Laſt Sounding could ſurprize me tore, 

That ſummons drowſy Mortals.:to their Doom, 

When ol 'd in haſt they fumble for their 
Limbs, | 


Very Solemnly and Religiouſly expreſs'd! 
T_— and C 5/28 could not pts 
led the ReſurreCtion better ! Certainly the 
Poet never expeQs tobe there. Such a 
light Turn would have agreed much bet- 

| ' ter to a Man who was in the'Dark, and 
= was feeling for his Stockings.: But: let 

5 | thoſe who talk of Fumvling «for : their 

= Limbs, take care they don't find them too 

14 ?: 5: faſt. In the fourth. A&, Maſtepha dates 

4: his Exaltation to Tumult, fromthe ſecond 

F Night of the Month Abib. "Thus you have. 

= the Holy Text abuſed by Captain Tow ; 

Ie and the Bible torn by the'Rabble ! The 

. Deſign of this Liberty I can't: underſtand, 
unleſs it be to make Muſtapha-as confide- 
rable as Moſes; and the prevalence' of ar. 

Tumult, as much a Miracle as the Deli- 
verance out of Agyps. We have heard this 

Author hitherto in his Charaders, let us 

hear him now-in his own: perſon. In his 

-Dedicatiop: of Aurenge Zebe he is ſo hardy 

| as 


F. 47- 


tm A ma O wh 4 | 


as $:'Þ jt he whos: Ay Sins 
conciled ftir high Provocation, Recons: | 
mend himfelf to the World for il 
bat T ſbould hardly 'tru# hinefor 

And why is 2 iſtian not fit t>-make a - 
Friend of ?* Are the Principles of Chriſtia- 
niry' defeftive, and the Laws of'it ill con- 
triv'd ?' Are I Intereſts and Capacities 


of Mankind over-look'd ? Did our Great 


Maſter bind us to Diſadvantage, and make 
our. Duty 'our'Misfortune ? 'And' did he 
gridge us all the Pleaſures and. Securities 


of Friendſhip ?' Are not all thefe horrid 


Suppoſitions:? -Are they not aflat Contra- 


_ dicion'to'the Bible, and a'Saryr\.on the 


Attributes of the Deity? Our Saviour tells 


us, we \mult: forgive until. Seventy: times * 


nk - 'That, is, we muſt never be tired 
ut of Ehinancy and Good Nature. He 
bas taught us to-pra; for the Forgiveneſs 


of our own Sins, only upon: the” Conditi- 


on. of Forgiving . Here 1s: no. ex- 
ception upon the Repetition ofthe Fault, 
or the Quality.of the Provocation. ' Mr. 
Dryden, todo: 7 him right, does not diſpute 
the Precept. i' He confeſſes this is the wa 


_ tobea riſtian; bur for all. that, he. 
hardly traſt hin for « 4 Ha gyro whe 


ſo? Becauſe the 1ralian Proverbifay 
that forgives the'ſecond time. is: a Fool, his | 


; rig Proverb 'comes. in for Authority ) 


T's and 


i 


ger rr rene rn I ey I_ 


| —— and Good Nature 


Ibid. 


the Nev Teflemenr. But here the Poet ac- 
Cent he believes. For moſt 
quis > Friendſinp: Fo _ — 
or or OVesS 
Neighbour as himſelf, way nec hoot 


c own Scheme. han, (fays he) «re 


our Bodies, which makes me ſuf = d 
nearer Allied than either our 
School- Divines will allow them to 


& ef; 
FOEPE 


ped 


þ 


07} nib wie Gt 
Ninsthe LurbornsfRehgiogare ws 

ping week dy 
almoſt &up.. Lat arty 


poſition for Simcerity. and good N 


it 


Sewing defi * A CA EL _ £ , | 
Ts T Do.) TOW oboe Eg Be OE Eb rb Pr INE »* OY 
© {8d > 7 * pk M< by 13 % ET oo SARPT-a A ; > C > SO Fe F-2g EE EE eek $I T'F 6 « 
. SERN F; 4 oo» Of <7 * 2s _ 
SODA Ls bs A Es ? OT hy" NESW Es 
A. " 


LF 7 » Y k & Kr ES RX No Rs F 
£ py 
th” 0 pi Is «- 1 808" 
A =; : 


| ofthe $x463, 
Couiience ? And are nile = beſt be 
Friends where they have the leaſt Reaſon \ 2 Y 


to arena for France. A 
to Frien muſt Lan upon | 
Scheme, EO Du of-it/are as 
it were deftroy'd. this Syſteme; no | 
Man can fay his Soul is his .own.- 'He 
can't be affured the ſame Colours of Rea- 
ſon and Defire will laſt. Ay little Acci- 
dent from withoat, may metamorphoſe his | | 
Fahey, and puſh him upon a-new/Ser of | ©} 
Thoughts; woke and Motion'are: the | © + af 
moſt Humorſome Capricious Things in | S 
Nature; and: withal, the moſt Arbitrary {/ 
and uncontrolPd. And - can Conftanc 
proceed from Chance, Choice from Fate, {/ 
Lay Virtue from Neceſſity ? In ſhort, a {/ 
200 & (28 -_ ISEEt i 
Enemy 1n t of his Tee as'. / 
boi as tho -Doons (heals. alias | 
Every Cha ws nag rrp. —_ [ 
alter rhe Idea, an und wear -off ahe trans { 
Impreflion. So that by theſe Principles, / 
Friendſhip will dep depend on the: Szaſozs, and / 
we mult Jook in the Wezther Glaſs for our 
Taclinations. But this *tis.to Refine ups 
Revelation, and grow wiſer than Wj- 
dom! The fame Author inhis Dedication | 
of Juvenal and Perſixs, has theſe Words : 
My Lord, I am come to the laſt Petition "I Hed Pp 
F 3 Abraham / 


Ks ; w 
- > ” Fee 4 + 


= >. The Poofaneneſs 
”.” * * \ Abraham; if there be ton Righteous Lines 
in this vaſt Preface, ſpare is for their ſake' } 
. |. and alſo ſpare the next City; becauſe it is bat 
; 4 Little: one. Here the Poet ſtands for 4+ 
braham, and the Patron:'for God Almigh- 
ty : And where lies the Wit of all this? - 
In the Decency of the Compariſon ?- I 
doubt-:not. - And for the next City he 
would | have ſpared, he is. out in: the 
Alluſion:: Tis no. Zpar, but much ra- 
ther Sodom and Gomorrah; Let them take 
care the'Fire and Brimſtone does not fol- 
low : And that thoſe who are fo bold 
with Abrahanis Petition, . are not forced 
to that of Dives. To beg ProteCtion for 
a Lewd Book in Scripture-Phraſe, is very 
extraordinary ! ?Tis in effeft to Profti- 
; tute: the ' Holy Rhetorick, and ſend the 
| Bible to: the Brothel | T can hardly ima- 
Y- 4... | gine Why.theſe Tombs of Any uity Were 
E _ | raked in,iand diſturb'd | Unlets it were 
/ to conjure up a departed V ice, and revive 
! the Pagan : Impurities ; unleſs. it were 
' to raiſe the Stench of the Vault, and Pot- 
' fon. the Living with. the Dead. Indeed 
 Juvenal has a very.untoward way with 
+ him 1n ſome of his Satyrs. His Pen has 
' fucha Lihertine ſtroak; that *tis a Queſtion 
Whether the PraCtice, or the Reproof, the 
. Age, or the Author, were the more Li- 
; centious. He teaches thoſe V'ices he would 
$55 correct 
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of :theST4 6x," -- 
corre&, and writes: more. like-.ai Pimp | . : 
than a Poet. And truly I think: there is}... 
bur little 'of Lewdneſs loſt in the Trax : 
lation, The Sixth and Eleventh Satyrs | 
are: Particular remarkable. :- Such naw | 
the'; A/phabet, and. make the Language 


\ 


ſcandalous. One would almoſt be; ſorry 
for; the Privilege of. Speech, and: the In- 
| vention of Lereers, toſee themithus. wretch- 
edly. abuſed; And: fince the: Buſineſs'muſt 
| be undertaken, why was not the Thought 
Blanched, the Expreffion : made! remote, 
and-the ill Features caſt into! Shadows ? 
Pm-:miſtaken, if we have not. Lewdneſs; 
enough ot our awn Growth, -withaut Ini- 
porting from/our :Neighbours..' No, this 
can'tibe. - Ao Author muſt. have. Right 
done him; and be ſhewn in his own Shape, 
and -Complexion..;. Yes .by | all: means |! 
Vice muſt -be:diſrobed, and People poi- 
ſou'd, and all. for the ſake;of Juſtice. ! 
Todo Right to-ſuch an Author is to.burn' * 
him. - I hope: Modeſty is much-;better | 
than Reſemblance. The Imitation- of an 
ll Thing is; the. worſe for being-'exatt : | 
And ſfomggimes-to report a Fault is to re- | | 
»::;To return to his P/ays, In-Love Tri- / 1 
umphaxt,Garciammakes Veramondithis Com- "4 
pliment : 4 
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| bove . F : : RO ANCEY 
Your own prevailing Genius guard your Age. 


What- is 'meant by his- Genius, -in this 
plan is not eaſy toDiſcover, only that ?ris 
mething which is a better Guard than 
Heaven. But *tis no Matter'for the Senſe, 
as long; as the Profaneneſs is clear. In this 
AF, Colonel Sancho. lets Carlos know the 
old Jew is- dead, which - he calls good 
news. | A 
Carl. What Jew ? | 
Sanch. Why the rich Jew- my Father, he 


' is gone to the Boſom of Abraham his Father, 


and I his Chriſtian Soi am left ſole” Heir. 
A very manherly Story !' But why does 
the Poet acquaint us with Saxcho's Religi- 
on ? The caſe is pretty plain: '*Tis _—_— 
a luftre'to his Profaneneſfs, and make hi 


burleſque St. Lake with the-better Grace. 


Alphonſo complains to 'Viforia that Ne- 
tare dotes with Age. His reaſon is, becauſe 
Brother and Siſter can't Marry as they 
did at firſt: *Tis very well ! We know 
what Natzre means m the Language of 


. Chriſtianity, andeſ] gay under the No- 


tion of a Law-giver. Alphonſo goes on, 
and compares the, Poſſeſſion of Inceſtuous 
Love to Heaven. Yes, *tis Eternity #n 
Little. 
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Lg One of te Pons Diving. 
here Vengeance ® ſaid to be ſo ſweet s Morſel, 


That Heaven reſerves it for it's proper Tafte. ». af 3 


Thisbelikeisthemeaning of thoſe Texts. 
that God ts yood ad gracious, and flow to an- 
ger, and does not will we offi + the Children 
of Mex! From expounding S the "Bible, he 
goes'to the Common-Prayer. "And'as Carlos 
—_— _ Re ry, F02 : 
Vetter , 15 for Virgin for Whore ;? ©* 
And ht the Rkireter might 
ſtaken, the Poet iscarefulto put theWords 
in Iralick; and great Letters. And by the.,, ,,. 
way, He falls under the Penalty of the Sta- cap. 2- 
ture for Depraving the Conmon-Prajer. 

14 noe LE ares, Deke i, reef be a 
not like; cri amn it, it e 

Orthodox. Dima and Orthodox dapt toge?” ©? 
ther, -make a live > fav rg becauſe it looks 
like Curfi ng the Creed. "The moſt extra- 
ordinary Paſſage i is bebind ; Sancho was 
bum ily Marned : Carlos cells him, For , ... 

omfort, Marriage they fay is Holy, San-. 
hp: replies : Ay, and fo vs Martyrdom, as 
they [9, but both 9 them OIL for To 20- 


2 


Love for 
Love.p.49.- 


+2 


pl 


{ 3 
| 
| 
( 


thing, but. to Pacogr an 499 on .< Max's Life. 
If (all make no RefleQtions, npon This: ; 


There needs no Reading upon.a Monſter: 


Es ſhewa enongh by it's own. 


tell her Husband. He replies, 
Martyr rather than 
we. have Adultery 
&X Martyrdom: Asi 


Deformity I 


Love for Love: has a ſtrain 'like-this, and 
therefore {hall put them together. : Scan- 
Hal ſollicits Mrs. Foreſight :' She threatens to 


He will dies 


_— his Paſſion, Here 
mifed! with the ſtyle 


*twas as Honourable 


o periſh in Defence of Whoring, as to die 


for the Faith. of Chriſtiamty, 


But. theſe 


Martyrs will be a, great whule in burning, 
and therefore. let no body ftrive to. grace 
the Adventure, or encreaſe the Number. 
And powTaok i this P/4y, the Reader 

have more. .. 
Univerſity, ca 


tites. 


Mamnicheans, who x 
of the Devil, co 
: Coarſe, 


_ to Eatin 


This is 


e Creation the work 
 haye, been thus 


But the Poet was A 


eremy who was bred at. 
is.the N atgral, Tnclicariogs 


Ys Tutor, 


aud ſo. that Myſtery is.at; an end. -Sr, 

Sage carries on the. Expoſtulation, rails 
e Strufture of Humane:: Bodies, and 
iu Nature has been Provident only to 
Bears, and Spiders; This is the Author's 
Paraphraſe on the 1 39 P/alm.; and thus 
he. gives God thanks for the Advantage 


of 


W * » 
; OE ITS et of ”-Þ., "6 ore, 4 CI roo, " I LY F 4 
7 1g do WERE SR HIRE OT 5g, + 0 ESTER. 39 A. Ag PET ET 2, te F * a wo GA 5 ” 
* EE * te as TY £99 30 JSq* NE 2 we Ex T3: EG i Eons Se Pct _ ES a : 
OR PEE g FryY : ES Tt LID SN WE SES * $$ Le .. ba I oy + 


_ _ of the STaGas - = 
of his Being ! ..The Play advances from 
One Wicketeſs to-anotherfromitheWorks 
of God to the Abuſe of his Word. Fore- 

ht | confeſſes ?tis. Natural for- Men to mis p. 47. 

ake. Scandal replies, Tou ſay: true, Man 
will err, meer Map well err-—but 'you' are 
ſomething . move There have been "a 
Mew ; \# they. were ſuch as you-— Men "= 
who © conſulted the Stars, and were obſervers .- 
of Omens ——Solomon ' was: wiſe,” but chow 8 | x 
—— by his Judgment in Aſtrology. : Tis | 2 
very well ! Solomon and Foreſight. had their - "2 
Underftandings) "9p $ alike, And'pray \ 
what was Forefght 5 Why an - [literate ; Per 


Fellow. A pretender to Dreams, Aſtrology, /*4- Prom 
Palmeſiry, &c. T his-1s the Poet's' Account 

of * Solomons Supernatural Knowledge! , 
Thus the wiſeſt Prince is dwindled 1nto 
.a Gypſie!; And. the: Glorious: Miracly re- 
ſolved into Dotage, and Figure-flinging ! 
Scandal continues his Banter, and fays, S 
wiſe... Men of the | Eaft owed their: Inſtrattion | 
to 4 Star ; which i rightly obſer d by Gre- | 
gory the Great in favour of Aſtrology. This | 
was the Star which ſhoneat our Saviour's / 
Birth. Now who..could imagine by the 
Levity of the Qccaſion, ' that the {Author 
thought it any--better /than'an: Jgnis Fa- .-Y 
tus, Or SydrophePs' Kite in Hallbrgs ? Sir 3 
Samp/on and: the fine Angelica, | after ſome 4 
lewd Raillery continue the:Allegory,: and "2 
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drive it upiinto Profanenels. For this rea- 
ſon the-Citation-muſt bemaperfeft. 
 - Sir Sampf. Sampſon's « very good Name, 
C (Feud Sampſons. were fronug Dogs from 
C s * 
. 80. Mar |. Heve a care---» If you remem- 
er the ſtrongeſt Samplon of your Name, pull*d 
ax old {os on ad at laſt. _ 
you have the Sacred Hiſtory Burleſqu'd, 
' and Sampſon once more brought into the 
Houſe. Dagen, to-make- ſport for the 
 Philiftines! To draw towards an end of 
this Play. . Taztle would have carried off 
Valentines Miſtreſs. "This latter, expreſ-. 
; ſes his Reſentment in a moſt Divine-man- 
| ner! Tattle, Trhank yon, you would have in- 
' Ferpos'd between me and Hleaven, but Provi- 
; dence ous laid Pargatory in your Way. "Thus 
 Hegven' is debasd into ' an Amour, 'and 
Previdence brought in to.dire& the Paul- 
concerns of the Stage! Angelica:con- 


ÞP- 91. F 


| proſtituted' to Courtſhip -and Romance ! 


: * | mighty, Adord with Zeal and Faith, 
# and 


been 
ba ve bs 8 ongh 1 al Co. 


ſcience. 
Proval'd W farniſhes-the Audi 
Liar Yeh OTE 


nhaDrunken 
ene this Song is afterwards faid to be Fal 
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Plot Belinds in. Scripture- 
Fir Pl Sed the Reader in the Al 3 
kind. TT know wha! pi you gon p.m. þ 


at, 8 = 
Sathan and his £7 W 0« Th 
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(meaning Lady Fanciful 7 
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32,3 


.. might be heard, her pun 


| ' The Peofaneneſs 
that tempted the Woman: ; 4s bf my Prayers 


ſo doh - 
ſhould be like the Sertemt Pents'o Jo, Ke YT 
Rake Hip itwhae of him before, is all 
Roguery, and Debauch:' But now he en- 
tersin Sackcloth and talks like Tribulation in 
the Alchymiſt, His CharaQer is Fw, bo 
to make him the more Profane; And 
Habit, as well as Diſcourſe, is a Jeſtu Vive 
Religion. T am forced to omit one 
of his Confeffion. The Deſign of it ' is 
to make the Bible delivet an obſcene 
Thought :' And becauſe the Text would 
not bend into' a Lewd Application, he 
alters the Words for this purpoſe, but pal- 
ſes it for wel; opp ſill. is ſort 'of 
Entertainment 1s frequent in the Relapſe. 
ar  Foplington laughSAt the Publick 
lemnities of Religion, as if *twas a ridi« 
culous piece of-Ignorance, - to: pretend to 
the Werſhi of a God. He Diſcourſes 
with bm and Amands in this man- 


4 2- ner.: Why Faith' Madam, --=---Sunday is 4 - 


vile Day, I muſt confeſs, A Man maſt have 
very little to do at Church that can give an 
account of the Sermon. And alittle after : 
To, Mind 'the Prayers or the ag is 
” mind what one {Pould not do. cells 
Faſhion.” 1 have' been in a lamen- 
Jubhe Fright ever ſince that C KP had 
the Impudence to intrude into your G _—_ 


of the.'3: jth 64 | 
Maſter make "hin! this, OV 
Anſier. Bi ar: , 43 (nil comt mo more : 
nn Tbewbes is down. Stairs, A little | 
ore r out into this Rapture. : 
Nom: Conſcience 1' defie thee !' By: the OT p Ss 
we-ma _ ve, this'yo "0 
is the Poe?*s Favourite. Berinthia Joy ar Pd lafon;” © my 
thy, two d Charatters of Figieage determine | . - 
the Point.thus,' in:defence of Pumping; oY 
 Berinth. Well, -Twould be glad to have no þ 
Bodies Sins to anſwer for but my own. grim gn, 
where there is a ron, | | 
Worth. Right as you ſay, where ches is. 4 
Neceſiy, 4C yo: is {er nd to. help his 


_ .o\Narſe, NE « great dealof ane Stuff, 
cobilute her Expoſtulation i fprofy words: 

But his Worſbip (Young Faſhion) over-flows 
with his Mercy: and his Bounty; He is not 
only pleds'd to for Or T1ve 165 Ohr Sins but which FR l. 6. 

is' more than all, as prevaiPd with me to be-, OILS 
come the Wife 'of thy Boſom : This is very. 
heavy, and ill-dreſs'd ; And-an Atheilt 
muſt be ſharp ſetto reliſh it. "The Virtu- 


ous Amanda makes:no GIN urge to | 74 
Dn: with untruths. E he 
A hat Slippery fu are. Mew 6 C dos a f ? Ibid : 4 

' Sure the Account 'of: their Creation's'falſe; 4% Þ 
And *twas the Woman's Rib” that they were) © 


x3 ae 


am'almoſt unwilling to ſhew it. 
However they ſhall be Produced like Ma-: 


not for 


ſuch occaſions as 


CR potence, and rhe Fate y arc 
Laught ar and deſpis'd ! Thar che\Poen E 


try, i 
"int th6-Pace of Aut a 

11! peers peerage 
his Oracles, to whit he is in his. 


ſe the Reader may 
: 0 i a ſo _ he __ 
ous behind. +- bg! 
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S OY... 
Fran and Toon DE. cou 
firued In, the Senſe of his Role ion, : Thi 
Man: blunders out tlighorable Expteſſion 
Nature. has. given me; my Portion ip. Sen e 
with 'aP---- to her, bY by Þ "hy | 
may. {cs the, Helliſh' Aj able awLengt] 
he 5 gas, This Curſes. borrow? 
Es e Faſhion, in. the Relagſh, The, Doa-- 
be zaler 15, not yet: exhauſted. | "Cynthia . 
the Top Lady grows Theoghhs Vpo Ink je 
- queſtion, ſhe. relates, her Co Sie pla 
Double ''C ;nch; Jam think king Cf ys the if *'a 
Dealer, þ Marriage "makes Man and Wife one. Th, 
1% | it leaves them two Fools. This Jeſt '1s 
Ge. 3, 5, Upon, A Text -in Geneſis, and afterwards 
'& Mach *Ppleg, by our Saviqur t9. the Cale of Di- 
vorce 


r) 


(6g a 5. 9H with. the Pleaſure 


FTenly - Hanes put our $a- 
Vid 91 


"_ outh of a Mad- 
tnan. ; Lady Brs are pole be- 
rween Cor Lewdael, - 
bay as . She ſays, the 
ight. Wife s. to. Cuckold ber 
tho?. this: is. againſt the frrief 


bans, had of Religion, Jet +; there were 42. + 


Co's of Bene in Heaven, ſot ſhould be 
cs Bas neon Tek & 
gg | 2. 5k Was, \ Ld, hep would Ee 
TS en he 


no-Woman 
Td t?. Why in 24 midſt of Te ag p. 65: 


L NY oh . would  ppringe pop 
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Relopſe, 
19- 


p. . 26... 


?. Providence thou vA Þ © 647 

of Merit. Bu ebie, wW 1 

to Torfupe Amanda for Worthy, aty 

. aj _ S a, Ah. ee tly- © 
you! ike a Text," he too you pieces, 

it feems, was} particular in her Co 

dation. This iheftgeon rfeveral Li 

Ee 

tion, out” the "Detign, 

&- concludes with his Pious' Exhorta- 

Fi Heaven grue or. Gree Xf pat it "in Pro- 

\ 


ice; that is,'ro hore.” There 
are few of theſe la Qtencitns but what 
are plain Blaſphemy, and within the Low. . 
They ftook're ng as it were from Pay 
- cn nengh and almoſt ſmelt” or | 


Smoak of it has not darken 
furn'd* the Air to' Pla 
Theſe are” outra ) 

novgh to arm all Nature. itt Rn er 
F> Exhault - the” Judgments of ed 
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Eomth, © | Terence "does" not run” oftet 


ITY "where his Perfohs 


little Into the IE he Fathom 
Now *tis no wonder tofind them'runRiot 
upon'this Subje&t; The CharaQers6ftheir 
Gods were' not unblemiſtid. 3" Their Pro. 
ip dre ons ried W pu oy 
r were' undef” the ors: 
Revelation: Howiver, they are fewof them 
fo'bad as the' WMerns.. ES. ab mal mn 
: cK CY 


| * R6tk. 'Tis triie," Cheree' ro i 
Heauton, Rapture *cels. hp 
—_ And fe not GY 
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e_þ Reckwithan 
E— cate Whirkwind, 
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Shoe los. 
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what. wooder 
ry ? Seneca, as he was ink 


Ry ” Po , pr ate ut m1 WII "3 ant 
is it t0 ſee. a Pages ag 6 
jour 1g, Judg- 


ment to the Greeks, yo he is more frequent, 
and: uncautious}' in his Flights of Extrava- 
gance. His Hero's and Heroines, are ex- 
ceſſively, bold with the, Superiaur Beings: 
They rave. to DiſtraQion,. and. he does 
not often call them, to. an account far't. 
"Tis true, 4jax Oilews is made an Examy 
ple for Blaſpheming in a Storm ;, He is 
ficlk, truck with Thunder, and then car- 
ried to the. Bottom ;,,The- Modern. Poets 
procegd upon the Liberties of Sexece. Their 
ad-men are. very ſeldom reckon'd with, 
_ + They are Profane without. Cenſure,..and 
_ defie-the Living God with ſuccels.... Nay, 
in ſome reſpect they exceed even. Seneca 
himſelf, .. He flies out only under Impa- 
tience; and never. falis into theſe Fits wath- 
out Torture, and hard Ufage. Burt.:the 
| Enzliſb 


f 


"# 5Þ < 
F Fa 


Hapgnne without affronting the Offer ? 
Mu 


we add Contempt to Diſobedience, 
and Out-rage to Ingratitude ? Is there | 
no Diverſion without Inſulting the God | 
that made us, the Goodneſs that would | 
ſave us, and the Power that can damn | 


us? Let us not flatter our ſelves, Words 


won't go for nothing. Profanenefs is / 
a moſt raven Contempt, and a | 
of the deepeſt dye. To: break. 


Crime 
through the Laws of a vt en is bad 
cough: but te make Ballads upon the 


15 we. make: | 
himſelf, the, | 
d the Wor; | 


Statutes 5 


: © th 


it be td wear 
rour yeh: he Prattice, to eckanths ſores 


of Conrad) and to teach the Language 


of the Damn'd, 


Intereſt ot: Virtue ke 
will never have an-unlimited I 
CORE be totally ſubdued, as 

le are ſo eaſy as to. be Prieſt | | Ho 

pv as theſe Men. are look'd-on-as-the : 

Metien, ers of Heayen,and the. 
of- Government, and- enjoy their 
tentions- in Credit and Authority ;.as 
as this Grievance continues, the 
decline;- of Courſe =: Ahcif. —_ 
Ground, and Lew nel lie under Cenf ©" 


The ory 
and Diſcouragement. Therefore that Li- 
E | berty may -not be embarraſgd,norPrinci- 
E-- ples make Head _ Pleaſure, t the Cher- 
WT... y walk be atrac kd, and rendred Ridicu- 


6 To z repreſent a Perſog fairly and with 
EE out” is Reputation, two 
b> T ny are to whe > oblerv'd, Firſt, He muſt 
not beill uſed others: Nor, 
E-- latter way - Abifſe is rather the: worlt, 
_-. - becaſs here a Man i is aſort-of Felo-de fe; 
; a RO his owt: Pauk: 
theſe Me- 
bio rower? by te Srape. 'To'imake 
fore Work-on't, leave:no-Seoge'un- 
rumn'd; the whole-' | 
neſs is run t = 2 
Invention-and. oe : Nat be 
look-nothing in in-Nes, or ill-Manners 

to:gain their Point. oa 

| 0 giveſpme Inflances of their Civility : 
18.16, 20. In ths anifh Fryer, Dominitk is made- 2 
+ Pimpfor'Lormzo ; He is calld 4 parcel of 
Holy Guts and Garbage, -and faid! 20 have 
\ . Foow fu bis pr qa. 
ck has 'a of theſe 


have a eral trols kewl cl oo 
iehon. "Would you know how ata oo 
b” Infallible 
Bro «T's 5 Wery 3 Mend: fie en. To A if 

i” |; 3h Pa =—_— MIT _— ar 9e- ; Jt 008 6 my 


Z CT F. % Ra we” fs [nl gt lt % Lig o Vo -O 


Ed MAE Bare eh, 
GL WM 


a 4; 


- 


Treerelf 


ork. He Preaches $4. 


% 
- 


Mia, 7 Becaufe 'he 'gets by*c : He | 


© boli bib ongue, why? Becauſe ſomuch 


c © THOre. is biden for his Silence. Tis but 


Siving. a Man his Price, and Principles 
«8f Ok gen. bonght off as eaſily as 
"ey are 1m. Stzre : \ No' Man will. be a 
cat emade on - but Compenſation 

ſomrchGold for fo ach 
then a Church-Man will 


c ie Rites of Chefs. For the Black * 


« ——E wilt skip into the White, and 
« the White into the Black, without Con- 
wmeqy, þ whether the remove be Law- 


"Ar laſt Donrizick is diſcover *"d to the 
Now a'difhonorable Exit,and 

the Srz a txalg'" ohp tos the Rabble. 'T his 

takes care to 

© ES Feſt firſt a Knave, and then an Ex- 
+2 But his Hand is not even. For 
Lewd Lorenzo comes off with flying Colours. 


*T1s not the Fault which is c ed, but 
ih} 8 the 


i ; Eows, KITS 23; 


4&8 


1tid, 


60 


The. Clergy Abuſed 
the Prieſb, - The Author's DaiGplige - or 


dom without a Bias. Hec 


the Laity the Pleaſure of an. ill. pt and 
the Clergy the Puniſhment. .. FI; 

To proceed. Horner in his general Re: 
marks upon Men, delivers, it, as.a. ſort, of 
Maxim, that your Church-man ts the great- 
eft Atkeift 1n this Play Harcourt puts on 
” the Habit of a Divine. Alithes does not 
thick him what be appears; but Sparkiſb 
Who _ mv ſee ſo Wha, arg jj 

ivert her Suſpicion. I zelt you s he ) 
this is Ned rs - ariel, x - 
fee he has a ſmeaking oyrary 
wards his As is ſufficiently, Ad 
by Sparkiſh and Lecy ; but not ſo much, as 
by Himſelf. He tells you in an. Aſide, he 
muſt ſuit his Style to his Coat., Upon this 


| wiſe RecolleQtion, He talks like afervile, 


1mpertinent Fop. 

in the Orphaz, The Young, Soldier 
Chamont calls the Chaplain Sir Gravity, and 
treats him with the Lang guage e of Thee and 
Thou. The Chaplain inſtead of returning 
the Contempt , flatters Chamont in he 
Folly, and pays a ReſpeQ to his A 
The Cavalier encourag'd, I we Bac 
this Sneaking, pa toall the Excelles 
of Rudeneſs, 


1% thi eat 009 OE 05 WIE 


Of all thy Tribe that's Honeſt i iy School ? 
The Pride of your Superiours makes ye Slaves : 
Te all live Loathſome,Sueaking, Servile lives": 
Not free enough to prattiſe generous Truth, 
Tho ye pretend to teach it 0 the W/ orld. - 


After =» litile Pauſe for Breach, the Rai 
ling improves. 


If thou wouldft have me not contemn thy Office, 

And Charatter think all thy Brethren Kyaves, 

ge Foo: « Cheat, and thoa its wor ft Pro- 2. 26. 
ffs : 

Inform me ; for I tell thee, Prieff Pl know. 


The Bottom of the Page i Is dro being: oad 
Porter's Rhetorick. 


Art thou then 

So far \conttrwd in't ? e 
Curſe onthat formal fleady Paltein? s Face!. +. 
Jaft ſo do ull:Bawds look ; "Nay Bawas, they ſay, 
Can Pray apan Occefon; talk of Heaven', 1; 
Tarn br ras 89g Eye-balls, rail at Vii ice ; 
Diſſemble, Lye, ana Preach like any Prizft, 
Ars thou a Band? nn ot 


The Old Batchelour has a Throw at the 
ms Miniſters. a Pimp Setter pro- + 
H 3 vides 


| . « 4 K | 
g "VET the ST xox. "ox 
« | * . - | « : p | E - ; 


_” 


Old Batch, 
P+ 18, 20, 


2.27. 


Te 41. 


Pp. 73. 


The. Clergy gbuted — 
vides their Habit for Bellmozr to Debauch- 


.- - Letitia. The Dialogue runs thus: 


Bell. Andidfh thou provided Necefſavies ? 
Serter. Al, al Sir; the large ſanttified Hat, 


' 4nd 3he litth preciſe Band, with a fringing 


long Spiritual- Cloak, to cover Carnal Kpia- 
wvery,---- nor forgetting the blatk Patch which 
Tribulation Spintext wears as Pm informd 
upon ene Fye,,m a penal Mowruing for the 
Offences of his Youth, &c. __ + | 
Barnaby calls another of that-CharaQter 
Mr. Pris, and Fondlewife carries on the 
Humour lewdly' mn Phy-Houſe Cant ;, And 
to hook the Church of England into the 
Abuſe, he tacks a Chaplain to the End of 
the Deſcription. - '- EI I 
Lucy grves another Proof of the Poet's 


good Will, but alittle Scurrilities are not 


worth repeating. SSR 

In the Doxble Dealer, the diſcourſe be- 
tween Mzkwell and Saygrace 1s very nota- 
ble. Maskwell had a deſign to Cheat Me!- 


 lifont of his Miſtreſs,: and engages the Cha- 


plain 'in the Intrigue { There muſt be a 
Levite inthe Caſe; , For without on of them 
have u fiwger ps #0 Plot pablick, or private 
can. expect toproſper. [OD 
Yom ak the order of the Play. b, 
Maskwell calls out at Saygrace's Door, Mr. 
Y4ayprace, Mr. Saygruce. | | 
'The other anfixers, Sweet Sir, Imill bat 
, & Pep 


þ 


bo th f dg . 
0 e time, 
2X S Ton Ja redall, I would break 


Sa 
p20, cs middle of « Sermon, to Ao gow) Plea- 
ure. 
' Mask. Tow coald not dome «ases 
EXCEPE =— the buf ineſs in Hand have 


ou Cay? 4s Hapit for Mellifont ?, ... 
Ma Zhen, Gb the NETEL 


that he may be puzzled and waſte time in putt- 
ting it on? 
Saygr. I have ; the Gown will not be in 


duced without Perplesi There is. 3 little 


more prone and a uſive Suff behind , 
but let that 


Far Priefts of all Religions are the Fs. 
H 4 How. ©" 


p24. 


+ T7 


| However that the Senſe may beperfet- 
A hams the TEE CnneGa: 
ral e 1 and rails int 
Style of Chriſtendom. doch 

| Benducar ſpeaks; 


q Tk 0d Ry > -vay 


——Charch-men tho they itch to govern all; 
Are ſilly, woful, aukward Politicians: © 
They make lame Miſchief tho" they mean well. 


So much the better, for *tis a ſign they 
are nat beaten to- the Trade. enext 
Lines' are an Illuftration taken: from a 
Taylor. ESE 


Their Invref i vor finely draws and hid, 
Bat - Seas are coarfly bungled up and ſeen. 


This Bendacar Was a rare Spokeſman 
for a firſt Minifter; and would havefitted . 
John of Leyden moſt exaftly ? as 

In.the Fourth A4&#, the Mafti is Depos'# 
and Captein Tom reads him-a ſhrewd Le- 
Qureat parting. Burt ler'that paſs. 

'To go on, ren ogn threatens bis great 
Patriarch to'put hin tothe Rack. Now 
you ſhall hear what' an anſwer of Forti- 
tude and-Diſcretion is made for the Mefri. 

Mufti. 7 hope you will not be ſo barbarowe 
to torture me. We may preach Suffering 10 


others, but alas holy Fleſh'i too well pamper'd 
#0 


On,. -witgeſs Dedication rh Arthpr. 

In ks Caſſandra = Re- 
licion at the Attar, and in the midſt of a 
Publick Solemnity. 


Accursd be thou Grafediing lr Gol / Þ. 3% 
Accars'd ry Temple | ' More accars'd thy 
Priefts ! 


She goes on in a whihoy Huff, and i 
es the _ any is ood wich, Confe- 
eracy, an ure. 'Fhis Rant is vi 
ankles Alon pdrie NoPeopleare wt 
bigotted in their Superſtirioo than the #- 
gyptians ; Nor any more reſenting of ſuch 
an Aﬀeont. This Satyrthen mult be ſtrange- 
ly out of Faſhion, and Probability. 'No 
matter for that z it may work by way of 
Inference, and be ſerviceable at Home. And 
*ris a handſorn Complement ro Libertines 
and Atheiſts. 
_  Wehave much ſuchanother ſwaggering ; 
againſt Prieſts 1 in Ocdipne. | 


Why ſeek 1 Truth from thee 7 | 

The ſmiles of Courtiers and the Horles rears, 

ot Tradeſmens Oaths, and Mourning of an 
ir, 


Are 


p* 43. 


And fince they are thus Lively, T have 
one Word ortwo twolay to the Play, | 
When Ageor broughegop Newsof King 
Polybs's Death, Oedipus was wonderfully 
ſarpriz'd at the Relation. | 


O all Je Powers it poſſible ? What, Dead ! 
And why not? Was the Maniovulne- 


rable or immortal ? Nothing of that : He 
was only Fourſcore and "Ten, Years old,that 


believe the Poet, he 


Fell like Autumn- Eraz that malou'dhong, 


Ev n wondred at becauſe dropt no ſooner, 
-, And which ismore, Ordipws mult be ac- 


quainted with his Age, having ſpent the 
——_ part of his 79%. wich ham at Co- 
xinth. So that-in ſhort, the puth of the 
Story lies in this Circumttance. . A Prince 
of Ninety Years was dead, and one who 
was wondred at fordying no feoner. And 
now.why ſo much Exclamation upon this 
Qccaſion 2. Why muſt all the Powers in 
Beirig, be ſurmmon'd in to make the News 


Cre- 


Credible? This 6 Js jaipwnthgtd 
have been more ſeaſonably raiſed, if the 
Man had been alive; for that by the Poet's 
Confeffion: liad been much the firanger 

Thing. However Oc4ipar is almoftourof 
his Wits about the Matter, and is is urge 


for an account of Particulars. 


- Thet ſo the Tem 4 may riſe - kg yu 
Br jef Digrars a 4 rl ther 


- This i 5 an empty ill proportion'd Rain, 
. and without warrant in Nature or 'Anti- 


quity. Sophocles does not repreſent Ocdi- 
Jaw ih 2s ah tick Raptures' of extravagant Stlr- 
proc In the-next Page, there's another 
light :about pr agree Yor 3 
wang It with a Noverint Uni- 2 
Youwonuld think OY wasgong 

to io naks A Boa. 


Kyov, be it known to rhe limits of the Work; 


This 1s ſcarce Senſe, de it known. 


Tet farther | , let it _ s of you 
The Manſio fion ods; and tfeaet oe def 
With Ever A ba of T, qaraas. | Jor: | 


This Fuſtian puts mein mind of a Cou- 
pau of T aylor*s the Water-Poet, which _ 
the 


. os The Clergy:Abuſed 
ice 0p ng the: Thought are not very 


What if. a Humble-Bee ſhould chance to ftrike, | | 
With the But- End of an Antartick Pole. 


T grant Mr. Dryden. clears himſelf of 3 
this 4# in his Vindication of the Duke of 
Gaiſe. +Bur then why did he let theſe | 
crude. Fancies paſs . uncorreted in his | 
Friend ? Such fluttering —— Tran- 
ſports, / are fitter for a Boy's Declamation 
a Tragedjy, But I ſhall trouble my 
ſelf no fa with this Plzy. To return 
therefore tothe Argument in hand. In the 
Provok'd Wife . Sir Jobn Brute puts on the 
Habit of a Clergy-man ; counterſeits him- | 
ſelf Druak ; quarrels with the Conft«ble ; | 
and is knock'd down and feiz'd. He rails, | 
ſwears, curſes, is lewd and profane, to all 
PrewPd the Heights of Madneſs and Debauchery : 
_ ?:, The Officers and Jaftice break Jeſts upon 
52. '* ' him, and make him a fort of Repreſenta- 
tive of this Order. | - | 
. This is rare Proteſtant Diverſion, and 
very much: for the Credit:of the Reforma- 
tion /.The Church of Ezgland, I mean the 
Men of Her, is the only Communion.in 
the World, that will endure ſuch Inſo- 
lences as theſe : The Relapſe 1s, if poflible, 
 morefiogularly abuſive, Bur w— 
- wiſhes 


was SpAGE.. 


BE” 7 bs qe a 
deſires. Bal to. make, es 
Lode Artbo rn end of ti As, bu AER 

t is $P- 75- 
to the Caſe of . Big«ny, and determines it 
thus, Fes oye rwo Huchande for the 
"ry Z 960 coma the _—_ Ex- 
itang, but todo 3t for the peace bs 
rit; is hh wa Drank b w4y.of oh 
ſick; t0 prevent 4. Ong s —_— i t0 
avoid the Sin of Diſobedience, for when the 
Parent is. Angry, the Child ® froward:: \ The 


Concluſion is-infokcntly x Dover, _ let 
it le ;;The Sine of of this wy 
_= a om Hen John aptarity arch 

and ;the, Abuſe thrown off = 


Houſe , upon the Charch. 'The Wit. of | 
the Parents: being angry, andthe Child fro- ,. x5. 
ward, is all his own... Bull has :more of 
this heavy cull upon Wolbpego a 
telis 7 10 0 oganeſs 
is unſpe 64 ory gt ere is one JE 
point f Conſcience ; And Conſcience i 4 hes 'r 97 


Theſe Poers I obſerve when the' grow 
lazy,.and are: inclined to. Nonſen 
commonly get a Clergy-man -to ſpeal ha 

us 


BF v0 - 
GR 35 


a ft _ and dafivd' "with'Smvr, 
the common oy a | \ "Tis 
not Jong! before Co is ok 


Nig | F162 Devilonew nf nb te Þ b 


?. 94- ooſe Living.” 
7 ral'd on in oy . 
whe", made to'appear | 
© ; 28d treated borh it ; 
p- 95:97, and + age, with | the utmoſds "Cen 


105. "7 
Teochd che more Pluys rothispwyoſs+ 
| But thele-#re ſufficient to ſhewthe Tyrm- 
per of the Sr 
Thus we be how hearty theſe Prophe 
are'm their I! Will! How - attack 


Relgion under every Form,” 4-4 
the Priefthood through all the $ 

non. Nether Rt nor bs. 
thers, Turks nor C Rome mor 


Geneva, Church nor mer Wb can e- 
ſeape 


on the Senſe; The 
contempt. is better ſpread, afd the lirtle | 
' Idea is apt to apa; anal * the fame oe” 
pearance. + 

£0. - | 


ok qd now, does this Rugeneſs 
ries? Was the 

L; in thus infignificant, anddo- - 
cient” Poets palt'it in this manner? 
E ſhall: be''tried, I hall” tan 
the moſt conſiderable Author, 
that x 1 Reader may : fee how yg eo 

1 nent: er ftands his 
uport: the oll, and'is: the firſt Poet: Hef 
in. Time; and Quality ; I ſhall therefore 
begin with him. I'S arvehe ww NO - 
P ayvs ; 


4 . : J b. 
—+ - Js CEA « ; tf; Woo aye TH # © .. & Fa. e 4 _ _ G 6 ts o(. oY bi. 
fs... Gf j _— ol” 


4. Af" f 


C IF, « "4 ” As © £2w.,F4 
p A wr Cl [It tome nog 


= 


Abuſe ftrikes ſtrong 


9 
$2 
- 


np 0: part. . 
Lge .and pare away þ 'Fa 
di Apollo:thought 


ed. with this Uſage, Uſage, | and. 
Hom, 7. Indignity in Flo TT 07-9 
{4 ; OY 20 
| bei; wie fds Fat IITg 
* Screvel, Dee; mew iris G39" + With a6 
*'ATeaDns. ts 


GEp-P0 2 op Be » Soo Me 
lbid.p. ga. TOps @ Loch Prophet — 

extent of Country in Troas,,and Krough a 
Nep. ' Body of Men to King Priam's, Af 
54+ 15S» And " Ennomas the Augur comme 
'Froops of Myſis for the Bel 
Phegeus => 1deus were. the Hons of 
Dares-the Prieſt of Vulcan. The Apprar 

in an..Equipape. of Quality, and, charge 

; Diomedes the. third Hero in the. Green 
Army 


| petri of | 
| mate the World ro ITS 
Teſtithony of Hoter, 1 (hall 


jth, ; "Tine, w if , 

at a" : as/ar z ; b. 
cn Ez 3 
ſame kind of Poetry with the other. Go 4 
Virgil, tho? he is gory Saas y ga WW 4 
is enius: in the” Compaſs of” His Learn- 


, in KLE Muſk and a Majeſty Wh , © 
EXACLTNEIS OT NIS udgment 

eths ud his peculiar, and 9 di- - 
ſtipguiſhing"Talent." : He had the Ke 


*. 


on Al 
+ +45 


Sx 4 ne 
_ $a” 471i frrds - 
£1990 KL 2SFSLE | 
5 3 
"1 il OS 38 2 IN 


WW. 
+14. tr"? 
pt P'$ Kt” © 


either Son. to Priges, or; 1 


as a 
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ws, 2g 
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_Fpoygy in 
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4 lbid, 
IE we have re another of 

| Felenus,, Son «A 
Chibi _ He enter- _ 


hg 


aka DireCtions, and makes hima ri 
Preſent at parting. To this Prince, if you | 
. + 4 Py 


Ibid. 


_ Ceres. 'This, fe gee 5 mention'd wi 


a Liſt of the Princes,. ar 


he came.t 
Acquaintz 


the three Sons of Antenor, with Giga 
and -Therfolocus, who... 7 with Gora in 
Chief in the Trojax Auxilierier 30. 

you may know Js Quality b 
pany. When AExear tug. Top 


- ther, he faw Ky gs : The 
Poet calls him the mp pak a hon 
needs not be: much ſaid of ;7He 
15 famous for. y rw Skill wK Muſic Poetry, 
and Religious Cerem :; Bly was. one 
of the Hero's,of fy er A prone 
pal Adventurer in th 
Golaen Fleece, _ mY 

In the Seventh Aizeid,: 


cers who gh ti el tans oo 
nu ; Amo! tells you, 


— 


porter F> 


43K of 7% * hag: ed 67 Piracy 
| This Prief he commends: both for his 
Cong and tn Well ciney lick; Natus .._ 
cl Magic and wee wie vHeiunders. ©... 
Virtues Jants; and:icould: 
ay! Pafſions and Poiſon aſleep. His Death. 
'by his Country, 
who made a  Forpous and Solen Mour: 


Te Pemus Py witros,: re Eucin, and Med. 4. 


Te liquids flevere | lacws. wart 


-»The Poticii, and the Pi 24, mmention'd' |, 
Exerd 8. hot rm ati ves, choſen ” 
out of the firſt Quality of the Country, 
and. had the Prieſthood Yn. ro their 
Family. Togoon, Amonides, and. Chlos 
ene uſes [9h Figure-in-the Fred, 
and aro very romarks le for-the: Curiofity: 
of their Armour; and Habit. IAIN 


Finery is paſſed over in general. OE” 


Tots: collucens weſte RE infinibus armise Encid 10. 
Nat + # * OE. 
-Butthe Equipage of Chlaress isflouriſh' 
out/at length, and as I remember, adtnired 
ye ache ag one of the "Maſter- 
I! 3 pieces. 


Eneid, He 1s all:Gotd. Purple, 4 . 
11. broidery; and as rich as Nature, res and 
Rietoride:©an- make mo Fo: theſe" T 
PE” might add: Rhornes, \Afplas and Toluw- 
10, 14. þs who iwere all. Perforis of C 7 
had: Conſiderable. Poſts | n che 
Army el: 5% SR1E 
It may be theſe: kafb vent: not firigly 
Priefts. . Their /Funftion-was-rather: Pro» 
_ phetick. They interpreted the. Reſolutions 
of the Oo, b 7 the voice of Birds, the 
- Infpetion»-of .and:.rheir- Ob- 
{ervations of Thad "This jnade their 


Guther, CharaCter counted Sacred, and their Re- 
fe. zif, ation rothe, r.:And there- 
- fore the .R | ranged chemin the ſo 


of rhe Pavefts, M467) 1 47d 

Thus 'we fee: the admired Homer and 
=p 4, abways* treat . the: Prieſts. fairly; 
' deſcribe them) in- Citcurſtances "of 
Qrodirs IF-*tis-aid, that: the InftancesrE 
havegriven, aretnoftly i in Names of Fittws, 
and in Perſons:who-hadno Being, unleſs 
in the Poet's fancy : I anſwer, I am not 
- concern'd-in the Hiſtory: of he Relation. 
Whether the Muſter be true or falſe, *tis 
all. one ro my purpoſe,” Thus: is' certain, - 

had the Pricfs b been People, of ſuch flen- 
der Conſideration as our: Stepe-Pozfs en« 
deavour to make them ; they mult have 


ap- 


$1 
ployment, and always efteenvd'as ſuch. 
To have uſed the Pri fs yh"they muit 
have' call'd their own 
ſtion. : The LS muſt have run x Cum, 
png fallen "foul, 0) 


, and Religion.” "Now Kd 
where, to: play the Knave and | 


together : They had more Seafe © AY 


do'a filly thing, only for this, SarisfaQfon 
of * doing att i "ofie." Ws A Te 
I'ſhall'now go on, 'to « uire what the 
Greek Tyayedians. will afford us upon th 
preſent'Suby a There are but. rwo Pay; 
in Aſchylus, ie ere the” cent of my 
Gods ate ented. .* The ons is” in 
Fumenides, "th 1008 Apollor's Pyle popes 5 # only 
opens the Play Fang appears ho 
Cake is in his Toe 'of . Thebes.” Jn "this 
ba ak edy, the'Propher Amphiarai is one of 
en Commanders againſt The" Town. 
& has the CharaCter of a” Modeſt, Brave 
cer, and'of qne who father 'afledted to 
be Bout in Aftion, than Noiſe. 


we 
- a 


I: 4 In 


iſcretſor FH que-. 


Ore.. £454 


4... 


Heel of an PEA # live 
rangye by. the a Tire Order... 

0:dip. Tre ig aſſion. treats ireſias y ; Ti 

þ> 00. Ks replies with Spirit 900} © Bot 

F inly tells him he way none of his Ser- 1. 

pry but Apollo's. . | 


Ibid. 169. ' "Qu we 71 A, F2 SAG GAL hella. 


_ And here we may obſerve that all Ot 
6 .. dipus bis reproaches relates ta Lireſuess rw 
= .. (on;thereis noſuch Thing as a general 

B putatian upon his Foaftia,: | [Bar the Eng: 
2. 38. liſh Oedipus makes the ha 


Wow The 5 roorhe p his ou | 
Sis. 7: rater, ſpeaks to- the ill .] ſage with an 
$ '*** Air of gravity, calls the: King Sor, and 
W foretells him hi ortune.. 
 - | To o on to. Earipides, for Sophocles has 

00 more. - This Poet in hus Pheniſſ 

brings 1n n Thoſe with a yery unacceptable 
report from the Orgcle, He, tells Creon 
hat either his Son muſt die, or the City be 
loft : Creon keeps himſelf within Temper, 
and- gives no ul] Language. And ons 
WIE 
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ro tion ro upon Creon. * Co as, if 
ictly a Prieſt, was an. Augar, and 

had a Religious Relation. , Upon this ac- 
count; rg calls bim Fe Deo- -J 
oe; ; the R Heopgs: ot Fam of Fate, and the God's ;,,,,, , © © 
Choate (gives him an - honourable +. z. 193 wa 

rat | 

. This Author is done ; : .# ſhall therefore 

; 0n to the Comedians, And here, A- 
pens | is ſo declared an Athiiſt, mt 


* xi th the 
{ides, thy ith rpoe? 
And where he does engaye it,”r 
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Plut, Ran As for Ty 27} ; - 
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oy our” CON" homo Leh ley '50 fidnire? 
qus Sqref doit | \audeat wiolite' ? t ſeems 
jo thoſe Days,” *rwas very limo to af- | 
front a Holy Chara, add break io up- 
48.;, on'the® Grards of Relip) jon ©! Thus we 
S. 2.5. ſee, how theAncient OS behaved then!- 
_ fees] in the* ro id "Priefts ſeldom 
appear im And "when they 
- corhe; *tis Buſineſs" 'of Credit that bri 
them. "They are treated like Perſons ' 
Condition." They 'A& vup'to their 'Rela- 
tion ; neither" ſneak; tar prevaricate, 'nor 
do any thing linbecoming their Office. , 
| An 
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Nm wet IRE of Piecy. 'T 
Holy Fundtivn is much to0 Sofemn'to be 
+ y'd with. Chrittiani ings 
eitherthes Plate, the Occaſion,” ner E 
Aﬀorsarcirforfiicha Ace itont To 
bring che” Church cinto the! vr 
the- way 'to- bring the  Plaje: 
Church, Tis: apt to turn Religion to 
Romance ; and make” unthinking People 
conchude, 'thar'all Serious Matters'are no- , 
ching bur Favre, Fiition, und Deſign. 'Tis 
true, the Tragedies at Athens wetsa fort of 
Kloruilies, and deſign'd for the Taſtruttion | 
ofi the People. ' Forhis-purpoſe, they are | b 
altCltean, Solemn, and Seritentiouis; Play ; fa PR 
Ira” likewiſe iwforms us that: *the'Comedians 5. 
uſed to teach the People Morality. ys of | 
Dy | Cale / 


; sf 2 xe. [Diveriom ao baſk: jt Ler-the 
| es. | CharaQer- be never {o- well managed, no. 
| | Chriſtian Prieſt ( ef are yrhevere 
upon the Srage, For hab Buſineſs1s 

| an Abuſe, and the Place a-P _ 
his 

large 


: Monſieur Racine: is.90 
| En on ; 
Jaids the High-Prieft;has a 

part. But,,.then the Poet does him Jultice 

1a his Station ; he makes him Honeſt and 

| Brave, and-gives him a ſhining CharaRter 

| SIR Tragedy, Ho Renegado, 
© £urns.- 

- and revolts from from God to Baa. He is a very 

. il Man, but makes a conſiderable Appear- 

| ; and inane of che Top of Athelie's 


they all ſtick ſtick upon. his own Hogour, 20d 

is a; V us 

/.V hg Tape > pra 
[/” And if © won aot defiantifor the Thee, 
(| I have nathing to Object. ped 
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HNCIP iMuirſters: of God's: Kilo; 
They 


| but lacks Prich. 
craft; and therefore T am reſolved  tolaſh 
the Profefſions But to: droll- upon the 
pegs of God; Naw make his Kc 

rs Cheap;- an uthorirycont 

ble ;\to:do this is little lefs:rthan open 
Gance. - *Tis'a fort of Challenge un; 
en his Vengeance, to-exert his Omni- 
potence , -and'\do Right' co'lis' Honour. 
If the Profefſion of a Courtier was -un- 


(Prince Commi 
CES 8 te oe as mga 
tor their 


ſchven.iGorenmuearacd Religi 
thin Trade ſubhiſt:upon Repurtation.*; > 
true: God cart: be: Depoſed,. neither does 


his 


Retigion have great Influence on ronrki 
The- Toeereſ of this Life lies very much an 
the Belief of another. So gn ye te Fae 
were bounded: with Sigbr and Sex/e , 
Eterzity was'out'of the Caſe, General ww 
Nh and Publick' Reaſon, and Secu- 
would oblige us tobe juſt to 
the PrieFhook, For Priefts, and'R 
bar wa vp and fall together ; Now Re- 
Nan is the Baſis of Government, and . 
a is & wretched Companion without 
ir. When Conſcience takes its Leave, 
Good Faith, and Good Nature go with it. 
Atheiſm 1s all Self, Mean and Mercenary. 
'Che Arheift has no Firexfrer, and there- 
fore will-be ſure to make the moſt of this 
World. Intereſt , and Pleaſure are the 
Gods he Worſhips, and to theſe he'll Sa- 
crifice every Thing elie. 

ITI. The Prie-hood ought to be fairly 
treated, becauſe it has Preſcription for this 
Privilege. This is © evident a Truth, 
that there is hardly any Age or —— 
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but- affords ſufficient Proof. A juſt Dif- 
courſe upon'this Subje&would be a large 
Book,” but. I ſhall juſt skim it over and. 

paſs an.” * And 5 ON TELE 
. -+xf, For the Jews. Joſephus tells us, the 
| _ Lineof Aaron» made ſome of the beſt Pe- 
De B11, Agrees, and that the Prieſts were reckon'd 

Judaic. among the Principal Nobility. _. 
- Bythe Old Teftament we are inform'd 
- Deve. 19, that" the High-Prieft was the Second Per- 
9,10. fon in the Kingdom. The Body of that 
7.3” Order had' Civil - Juriſdiftion, And the 
; _ continued Part of the Magiſtracy 
Math. 21. 40 the.time of our: Saviour, Jehojade the 


44.4 High-Prieſt was thought an Alliance big 
popturay enough \ for the Royal Family. ' He Mar- 


ried the King's Daughter ; His Intereſt and 
Authority was ſo great that he broke the 
VUſurpation under Athalia ; and was at the - 
Head of the Reſtauration. . And laſtly the 
Aſſamonean Race were both Kings and 
Prieſts. | ; - 
To Proceed. The A:gyptian Monarchy 
was one of the moſt antient and beſt-po- 
2 Chron. Jjiſh'd upon Record; Here Arts and-Sci- 
**?3 . ences, the Improvement of Reaſon, and 
7/eph. the Splendor of Life had its fir{t- Riſe. 
Hither *twas that Plato'and moſt of the 
Celebrated Philoſophers travelPd for their 
Learning. Now in this Kingdom the 
Prieſts made no vulgar Figure. Theſe _ 
| | the 


by the'STAGE. 
the Military Men were the Body of the 
Nobility, and Gentry. Beſides the Buſ*j- 
neſs of Religion, the Prie/fs were the Pub- 
lick Anzali/ts,and kept the Records of Hi- 


ſtory, and Government. They were many 


of them bred in Courts, formed-the Edu- 


cation of their Princes, and aſlitted attheir 
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Councils. When Joſeph was Viceroy of Pied. Sic. 


Agypt, and in all the height of his Pomp, 
_s Power, the King Married him to the 
Daughter of Potipherah.Prieft of Ou. The 


Text ſays Pharaoh gave him her to Wife, Gen. q1. 


This ſhews the Match was deliberate 
Choice, and Royal Favour, no ſtooping 
of Quality, or Condeſcenſions of Love, on 
Joſeph's Side, | 

. To paſson. The Perſian Magi, and the 
Druids of Gaul were of a Religious Profeſ- 
fion, and conſ{ign'd to the Service of the 
Gods. Now all*thele were at the apper 
End of the Government, and had a great 
ſhare of Regard and. Authority. The Bo- 


dy of the Indians, as Diodorus Siculms res pips. a., 
p] 4 Fa 
ports, is divided into- Seven Parts. The 4% 


L:6. 4. Cs 


tirſt is the Clan of the Brarines, rhe Priefts, [7.1 
and Philoſophers of that Country. * This 6:2. Lis. 


« Diviſion is the leaſt in Number, but the ©: 


 *frſt in Degree. Their Privileges are ex- 
* traordinary. They are exempted from 
© Taxes, and Live Independent of Autho- 
* rity. They are called to the Sacrifices, 
K 2 * and 


132 


£6. 6, 


Sen. in 
Controev. 


Di 08, Has 
lic. 


The Clergy Abuſed | 

* andtake care of Funerals; They ate look'd 
© on as the Favourites of the Gods, and 
© thought skilful in the DoArins of another 
© Life : And upon theſe Accounts are large- . 
* ly confider*d in Preſents; and Acknow- 
© ledgement. "The Prieſteſſes of Argoswere 
ſo Conſiderable, that Time is dated from 
them, and they ſtand fora Reign in Chro- 
nology. The Brave Romansarecommend- 
ed by Pohbizs for their Devotion tothe 
Gods; Indeed they gave great Proof of 
their being in earneſt ; For when their 
Chief Magiſtrates , their Conſuls them- 
ſelves, met any of the Yeftals, they held 
down their Faſces, and ſtoop*d their Sword 
and Mace to Religion. 

The Prieſt-hood was for ſome time con- 
fn'd to the Patriciax Order, that 1s, to 
the Upper Nobility. And afterwards the 
Emperours were generally High-Prieſts 
themſelves. 'The Romans in diſtreſs en- 
deavour'd to make Friends with Corzo/a- 
us whom they had baniſh'd before. To 
this purpoſe they furniſh'd out ſeveral So- 
l:mn Embaſſies. Now the Regulation of 


the Ceremony, and .the Remarks of the 


Hiſtorian, plainly diſcover that the Body 
of the Prieſts were thought not inferior 


' toany other. One Teſtimony. from Tully 


and I have done. *Tis in his Harangue to 
the College of the Prieſts, Cam multa 
divinitus, 
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divinitzs, Pontifices, 4 majoribus woſtris ine p,,, »,,, 

venta atque inftituta ſant ; tum nihil pre. 54 bo 
clarius quam quod wos eoſdem &. Religtoni- 
bus Deorum wwmortalium, & ſumma Rei- 
. publice'preeſſe voluerant, 8c. i.e. Amongſt 
= No th Jaſtances of pur Anceſtors 
Prudence, and Capacity, I know nathins bet- 
ter contrived than their placing your Order 
at the Helm, and ſetting the ſame Perſons 
at the Head both of Religion and Govern» 
ment, Thus we fee what Raxk the Prieſt- 
hood held among the Jews, and how Na- 
ture taught the Heather to regard it. And 
is it not now poſſeſs d of as fair pretences - 
as formerly ? Is Chriſtianity any diſad- 
vantage to the Holy Office; And does - 
the Dignity of a Religion lefſen the Pub- 
lick Adminiſtrations w't ? The Priet of 
the mot Fiigh God and of Wolatry, can't be 
- compared without Injury. To argue for 
the Preference is a Refleftion upon the 
Creed. *Tis true, the Jewiſh Prieſt-hood was 
inſtituted by God : But every Thing Di- 
vine is not of Equal Conſideration, Rea!:- 
ties are more valuable than Types ; And as 
the Apoſtle argues, the Order of Melchize- 
deck 1s greater than that of Aaron. The ;,,., 
Author, (I mean the immediate one, )) the 
Authorities, the Buſineſs, and the End, of 
the Chriſtian Prieſt-hood, are more Noble 
than thoſe of the Jewiſh. For isnot Christ 

K 3 greater 
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' .,  greaterthan Moſes, Heaven better than the 
Land of Canaax, and the Eachari#t to be 
prefer'd to'all the Sacrifices, and Expiations 
of the Law? Thus the Right,- and the 
Reaſon of things ſtands. And as for Fad, 
the Chriſtian World have not been back- 
ward in their Acknowledgments. Ever 
ſince the firſt Converſion of Princes, the 
PrieZthood has had no ſmall ſhare of Tem- 
poral Advantage. The Codes, Novels, and 
Charch-Hiftory , are ſufficient Evidence 
what Senſe Con#antine and his Succeſſors 


had of theſe Matters. But I ſhall not de- 


tain the Reader inremote Inſtances. 
To proceed then to Times and Coun- 
tries more generally known. The People 
Davils. Of Francearebranched into three Diviſions, 
Fimer's oftheſe the Clergy, are the Firſt. And in 
reehold. | y, ge | 
+; Grond, Conſequence of this Privilege, atthe Aſſem- 
 1"9. bly of the Szazes, they are firſt admitted to 
Harangue before the King. | 
In Hungary the Biſhops are very Conſi- 
derable, and ſome of them great Officers 


Mireu ae of State, In Poland they are Senators, that 


Relig. is, part of the Upper Nobleſs. In Muſcovy 
. Chrift. *he Biſhops have an Honourable Station ; 
4,4 and the Preſent Czar is deſcended from 
Flercker's the Patriarchal Line, I ſuppoſe Ineed fay 
Embaſj. nothingof Iraly, In Span the Sees general- 
_— ly rw. then Mrs. than elſe-where, 
md? He and Wealth always draws Conlideration. 


faire, : 


The - 


——— 
* 
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The Bifſbops hold their Tands by 'a Milita- 
ry Noble Tenure, and areexcuſedirom Per- 


| * ſonal Attendance. And to-come toward + anc 
' an end ; They are; Earls and Dukes in 


France, and Sovereign Princes in Germany. 

In England the Biſhops are Lords of Parlia= . 
ment :- And the Law in plain Words di- 25 ter. 
ſtinguiſhes the Upper Houſe into the Spiri- * <4: 
tual and Temporal Nobility. And ſeveral :6 tn. 8. 
Statutes call the Biſhops Nobles by dire&&6: 2. 
Implication. - To mention nothing. more, Hyman 
their Heraldry is reguſated by Garter, and 12, 6. 
Blazowd by Stones, which none under the *"*"* 
Nobility can pretend to. In this Country 

of ours, Perſons of the Firſt Quality have 

been in Orders : To give an Inſtance of 
ſome few. Odo Brother to William the 
Conqueror Was Biſhop of Baieux, and Farl 

of Kent, King Stephey's Brother was Bi- 

ſhop of Wincheſter. Nevill Arch-Biſhop of 


. York was Brother to the Great Earl of 


Warwick, and Cardinal Pool was of the 
Royal Family. To come a little lower, 
and to our own Times. And here we 
may reckon not a few Perſons of Noble 
Deſcent in Holy Orders, Witneſs the 
Berklyes, Comptons, Montagues, Crews, and 
Norths ; The Anneſleys, Finches, Grahams, 
&c. Andas forthe Gentry, there are nor- 
-many good Familiesin Exg/azd, but either 
have, or have had a Clergy-mar in them. 
K 4 In 
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In ſhort 5; The Priefhood is the. Pro- 
feſſion ofa Gentleman. A Parſon notwith- 
Randing the* ignorant Pride of ſome Peo- 
ple, is a Name of Credit, and Authori- 
iy , both in Religion, and Law. The A4- 
tou of Clerk is at leaſt equal to that of 
Gentleman, Were it otherwiſe, the-Pro- 


feſſion would in many Caſes be a kind of- 


Puniſhment. But the Lawis far from be- 


ng ſo' ſingular as to make Orders a Dif- 


advantage'to Degree. No, "The Honour 
of the Family corftinues, and the Heral- 
dry is every jot as ſafe in the Church, as 
"twas in the Stare, And yet when the 
Laity are taken kave of, not Gentleman 
but Clerk is uſually written, This Cu- 
ſtom 1s an Argumeat the Change 1s not 
made for the worſe, -that the Spiritual 
Diſtinftion 1s as valuable as the other ; 


| And to ſpeak Modeſtly, that the firſt 4d 


dition is not loſt, but Cover'd. Did the 
Subject require it, this Point might be far- 
ther made good. For the itile of a high- 
er Secular Honour 1s continued as well 
with Priefthood as without it. A Church- 
man who 1s either Baronet, or Baron, 
writes himſelf ſo , notwithitanding his 


- Clerkſhip. Indeed we can't well imagine 


"Country ; without tuppoling Julian at 


the Clergy degraded from Paternal Ho- 
nour without a ſtrange Reflection- on the 


the 


, 
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| * the Helm, the Lavs Antichriſhan, and 
| Infidelity in | the very - Conſtitution. To 
make the Minzfters of Religion leſs upon 
4 the ſcore of their Funttion, would be a 
' Penalty on the Goſpel, and a contempt 
of the God of Chriſtianity. *I'ts our Sa- 
viour's reaſoning; He that deſpiſes you, de- 5. Luke! 
| ſpiſes Me, and he that | deſpiſes Me, deſpiſes '* 
Him that ſent Me. beef | 
- I hope what- I have offer'd on this 
Subje& will not be miſunderſtoad, 'There 
is no Vanity in neceffary Defence. - To 
wipe off Aſperfions, reſcue Things 
from Miſtake, is but bare Jultice : Beſides, 
where the Honour of God, and the Pub- 
lick Intereſt are concern'd, a Man is bound 
to ſpeak, To argue from a reſembling 
* Inſtance. He that has the King's Com- 
mifſton ought to Maintain it. To ler it 
{uffer under Rudeneſs is to betray it. To 
be tame and filent in ſuch Cafes, is not 
Modeſty but Meanneſs. Humility obliges 
no Maa to deſert his Truſt ; to throw 
up. his Privilege, and prove falſe to his 
| Character, And is our Saviour's Autho- 
| -rity inferiour to that of Princes? Are 
" the Kingdoms of this World more Glo- :4Y 
rious than that of the next? And can the 3 
Concerns of Time be greater than thoſe 
| of Eternity ? If not, the reaſoning above- 
mention'd mult hold in the App OE 


- 
mo ds 


»* 
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And now by this time I conceive the ul 


Manners of the $/age may'be in ſome'mea- 


ſure apparent; And that the C/ergy deferve 
none of that Coarſe Uſage which it puts 
upon them.. 'I confeſs I know no Profeſ}- 
on that has made a more creditable Figure, 
that has better Cuſtoms for their Privileges, 


' and better Reaſons to maintain them. 


And here ſetting aſide the Point of Conſci- 
ence ; where lies the Decency of falling 
foul upon this Order ? What: Propriety 1s . 
there in Miſrepreſentation ? In confound- 
ing Reſpeas, diſguiſing Features, and 
panting. Things out of all Colour and 
Complexion ? This croſſing upon Nature 
and Reaſon, is great Ignorance, and out of 
Rule. And now what Pleaſure is there in 
Misbehaviour and Abuſe? Is it. ſuch an 
Entertainment to ſee Religion worried by 
Atheiſm, and Things the moſt Solemn and 
Significant tumbled and toſt by Buffoons? 
A Man may laugh at a Puppy's tearing a 
Wardrobe, but I think *twere altogether 
as Diſcreet to beat. him off. . Well! . but 
the Clergy miſmanage ſometimes, and 
they mult be told of their Faults. What 
then? Are the Poets their Ordinaries? 
Is the Palp:t under the Diſcipline of the 
Stage ? And are thoſe fit to corre&t the 
Church that are not fit to come into it ? 
Beiides, What makes them fly out upon 

the 
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the Funiion; and' rail by wholeſale? Ts 
* the Prieſthood a Crime, ar.d the Service of 
' Gad a Diſadvantage? Igrant Perſons and 
Things are not always ſuited., A good Poſt 
may be ill kept, butrhen the Centure ſhould 
keep cloſe to the Fault, and the Office nor 
ſuffer for the Manager. 'The Clergy may 
have their Failings ſometimes like others, 
but what then ? The Charader is ſill un- 
tarniſh'd. . The Mer may be Little, bur 
the Prieſts are not ſo. And therefore like 


other People, they ought to be treated by 


their beſt Diftinton, 

If *tis Objeted that the Clergy in Plays 
are commonly Chaplains, And that theſe 
Belonging to Perſons of Quality they were 
obliged to repreſent thent {ervile and ſub- 
miſfſive. To this I Anſwer, | 

1/t. Ta my former Remark, that the 
Stage often outrages the whole Order, with- 
out regard to any particular Office. Bur 
were it not ſo, in the | 

24, Place, They quite overlook the Cha- 
rater, and miſtake the Buſineſs of Chap- 
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lains. They are no Servarts, neither do »,..; 
they Belong to any Body, but God Almigh- #74.. 


ty. This Point I have fully proyed in an- 
other. Treatiſe, and thither I refer the 
Reaaer, | 
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CHAP. Iv. 


The Stage-Poets make their Principal Per« 
fons Vitious, and reward them at the 
End of the Play. 


HE Lines of Virtue and Vice are 

F Struck out by Nature in very Le- 
gible Diſtintions ; "They trend to a diffe- 
rent Point, and in the greater Inſtances the 
Space between them is Pc 
Nothing can be more unlike than the Ori- 
ginal Forms of theſe Qualities; The Puſt 
as all the Sweetneſs, Charms, and Graces 
imaginable ; The other has the Air of a 
Poſt ll Carved. into a Monfter, and looks 
both Fooliſh and Frightful rogether. Theſe 
are the Native Appearances of Good and 
Evil: And they that endeavour to Blot the 
Diftintions to. Rub, out the Colours, or 
, Change the Marks, are extremely toblame. 
| *Tis confeſſed as long as- the Mind is 
awake, .and Conſcience goes true, there's. 

| no Fear of being impoſed on. Burt when 
| Vice 1s Varniſh'd over with Pleaſure, and 
/ comes in the Shape of Convenience, the 
{ Caſegrows ſomewhat dangerous; for then 
LY the 


| by the ST'a GB, © Txt 
the Fancy may be gain'd, and the Guards | 
compre, and Reaſon ſuborn'd againſt \ 
it ſelf, And thus a Diſgaiſe often | 
_ when the Perſon would otherwiſe be ſtopt. | 
* To put Lewdxeſs into a Thriving Cone / - 


dition, to give it an e of Quality 

and to was it with "Cit and Re- 

ſpe is the way to confound'the Under- 

andin , to fortifie the Charm, and to A 

make the Miſchief invincible. Innocence "i 

is often owing to Fear, and Appetite is "x 
kept under by Shame ; But when theſe 
Reſtraints are once taken off, when Profit 
and Liberty lie on the fame fide, and a. 
Man can Debauch himſelf into Credixr, 

_ What can be expeRted in ſuch a Cafe, bur 
that Pleaſure ſhould grow abſolute, and 
Madneſs carry all betore it ? The Srage 
ſeems eager to bring Matters to this Iflue ; 

| They have made a conſiderable eſs 
and afe ftill pſſhing their Point wit Mi 
the Vigour imaginable. It this be not 
their Aim - why is Lewazeſs. ſo much gon- 
fider'd in ChataQter and Succeſs? Why 
are their Favourites Arheiſtical, and'thar 
fine Gentlemen debauched? To what pur- 
poſe is , Vice thus'prefer*d, thus ornamen- 
ted, and carreſfd, unleſs for Imitation Z 
That Mattet of Fat ftands thus, I ſhall 
make good by ſeveral Inftances. To be- 

_ gin then with their Men of — and 

p | IgUure. 
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- Figure. + Wild>Blood ſets up for Debauch+ 
Meck 4- ery, Ridicules Marriage, and Sweers by 
fro-p- 3- Mahomet. Bellamy makes ſport with the 
Meck 4. Devil; and. Lorenzo is. vitious and calls 
#rol. .57- his Father Bawdy Magiſtrate. . Horner is 
$29": horridly Smutty,. and Harcoart falſe to his 
Py«rp., Friend who fed him kindly. In the 
Comtry Plain Dealer Freemantalks coarſly, Cheats 
Wife. p.25.the Widow, Debauches her Son, and 
0d Fart. makes him undutiful, Bellmoar is Lewd 
Dealer. p, and Profane, and Mellefont puts Careleſs 
34 in the beſt way he can to Debauch Laay 

| Phant. Theſe: Sparks generally Marry 
the Top-Ladies, and thoſe that do not, are 
brought to no Penance, but go off with 
the CharaQter of Fine Gentlemen : In 
Don Sebaſtian, Antonio an Atheittical Bul- 
ly is. rewarded with the Lady . Moraima, 


and half the Mufri's Eſtate. Yalextine in 


1577 f** Love for Loveis (if I may fo call- him) the | 


Love, p.go, 


Hero of the'Play; this Spark the Poet 


would paſs for a Perſon of Virtue, but he - 


ſpeaks too late. ?Tis true, He was hearty 

in his AﬀeRtion to Arngelics. Now with- 

out Queſtion, to be in Love .with a fine 

Lady of. Thirty Thouſand Pounds is a 
great Virtue | But then abating, this ſingle 
Commendation, Yalertine ;is altogether 

Love for compounded of Vice. He is a prodigal De- 
795-2." bauchee, Unnatural and Profane, Obſcene, 
89,99 Yawcy, and-Undutiful; And yer _ Li- 
— ertine 
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. - neiom Agent. This 1s admirable ſtuff both 
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. bertine is crown'd: for the Man of Merit, 
has his Wiſhes thrown into- his Lap, and 
makes the Happy Exit. I perceive we . 
ſhould have-a rare Set of Virtues if theſe Po- 
ets had the making of them ! How they 
hug a Vitious. CharaQter, and; how pro- 
fuſe are they in their Liberalities to Lewd- © 
neſs? In the Provot'd-. Wife: Conftant 
Swears: at Length, ſolicits. Lady: Brate, 
Confeſſes himſelf Lewd, and-prefers De- 
bauchery to Marriage. He handles the laſt 
Subject very ndtably and worth the Hear- \ 
ing. There, « (ſays he) 4 poor ſordid Sla- *' 
' very in Marriage, that turns the flowing Tide | 
of Honour, wi ' ſonks :t to the loweſt ebb of. | 
Infamy.. *Fis:a-Corrupted. Soil, Til Natare, | 
: Avarice, Sloath, | Comardiſe,. and Dirt, are | 
all its Prodati=------But then Conſtancy (ali- 
4s Whoring )'# a Brave, Free, Haughty, Ge- | 


for the Rhetorickand the Reaſon! TheCha- ,. ;;. 
rater of Toung Faſhion in the Relapſe is of 
the ſame Staunchneſs, but this:the Reader 
may. have. in another Place. CEN EIS 
To ſum -up : the. Evidence. A- fine 
Geatleman, ,is-a fine. Whoring, Svarny. 
Smutty, Atheiſtical Man. -'Thefe -Quali- 
fications it ' ſeems -compleat ;the Idea of / 
Honour, : [They -are the Top-Improve- 
' ments of Fortune, and the diſtinguiſhing 
Glories of Birth and Breeding |! 27 8 
| | the 


_ Junnozality Encouraged | 
TL ESE of $2 
The" Rulttaints of 'Confciehce and: the 
Pedantry' of Virtue, /are-1 ming a 
Cavalier: Furure Securities; and -Reach- 
ing _bey6nd" Life, are vallgar- Proviſions; 
 Tfhe falls ©Thinking'ar this rate, he for- 
feits tis Honour 3 For this Head was only 
made to run againſt a Poſt! Here you have 
1 Man'of Breeding'\and Figure, that bur- 
__ the Bible, -Swears,/and talks Smut 
to Ladies, ſpeaks 'ill, of his Friend be- 
hind his Back, and $ his Intereſt, 
A fine Gentleman that bas neither Ho- 
neſty, nor Honour, Conſcience, nor Mag- 
ners, Good Nature, norcivil- 5 9 
Pine, only in the Infignificancy of Life, the 
| Abuſe of Religion, - and the-Scandals of 
Converſation. Theſe Worſhipful Things 
are the Pos Favourites: "They appear at 
the Head of the Faſbion; and ſhine in Cha- 
rater, and Equipage. If there is any 
Senſe ſtirring, They muſt have ir, tho' the 
reſt of the Stage fu for never much by the 
Partiality. - And what can'be the Meanin 
of this wretched Diſtribution of Honour ? 
Is # not _ Credit and\/Countenance 
to Vice, and'to Game young, People our 
- of all Prerences to Conſcience, and Regu- 
hrity? They ſeem ford to turn Lewd | 
- im their own Defence: They can't _ 
< >, 
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F E an 


Moſtel. 
A. I. 2. 


Trinume 
A. 2:1. 


MH. 2+ 2. 


pay ET of V ar = 
Ghremes, in Tertyce $28 
tleman, afraidof þ 


And Pamph hav in Ho 

. putation, ilws in orre 1 
#97 rather to be r) mai than | 
a8grion. Plan | 


oY wy il Uſage, 
lays Virtue ts an dſo, £9 by papeIH 
Rs Plnacigts goes 0n to another 


+ AAftrologer , confeſſes himſelf blamed'for 
this Praftice. For' making debauchd Per- 
ſons his Rhee or Chief Perſons of the 
ts And for making them happy tn the 


C oncluſion ' of the Pley, ainft the Law o 
- omedy, which # to hls Virtue, and pum 


| Vice. To" this Obje&tion He'makes alame 
* Defence. And anſwers: 

1. That he-knows no ſuch Lew fy 
obſere'd in Comedy by the Ancient or Modern 
Poets, "What theti ? 'Potts'arenot'always 
exattly-in Rule, It may-be a good Law 
cho? ®tis -not--con ur regen Won 
Laws are' broken 
ne're the owe even ' He goeson, T_ 
a ——_— ty * a Rik; and and 


Terence. 


296 C4 ran, 
yt AT Wes * 


ES toy 
tte 


EW. 

1 and | ther. 
Es SEA» 
; ple have on e, 

F ſure, no mark of Infatny, "no Mortifieation 
N muit touch them. They keep their Ho- 
b. nour untarniſh'd, and carry off the Ad- 
; vantage of their CharaQter. * "They are ſer 
A up for Tbs Standard of Behaviour, and-the 
I Maſters of Ceremony and” Senſe. Andat 
Ss -. laft that the Example may work the bet- 
ter, they generally make them Richzaand 
. Happy, and reward them with their” 'own 
Delires. . 

H Mr. Dryden in the Preface to” his Mock- 
| 
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**x] 3T hat t hel2 Pad7a Is Ivhtar ek 
os of Liberry in"their Religion. M4 
ee Tang 
m an avi Ei 
as it does with" us. ew wen 
catyprove Heatheniſm, and Chriſtianity't 
Precedents will do him'hi . 
2ly. Horace who'-was as' r63 + follge 
 Shapo, 'as either of ROTTROT, | 
: -eaot' > of another -Op iniony* He'con- 
demns the Obſcenities of Plautie, and'rells 
you, Men of Fortune and nn his © 
time;” would not endure imm SafyE. ge ae. 
He-continues, that Poets were forttierly/ad> 5 
wired for the'grear Services they did. -*For 
gMatters relating w:Religiotyand | 
Goverament ;.-For ne be the! ; ers, 


the Dido ring tho |Paſſcns 


wr re: orig. Vo 
king thermore we: yen ee tf 


_—_ and the-publick Capacites"6f LR. 3a. 
This1s'a demonſtration that V: l0@WweSHor 
che Incli oftheNMuſes inhidſe 
-and that. Horace believ?d the chief? 
of a Poem was," vo Inſtruft the 
He: adds fartherthat the Chorms 
toroupon 'the” Argument-of the” | 
andfupportthe Detign' of the As.. That | 
L 3 They 


. 
* : 
F x 
i 


f #4 
ld, | horb dd, 
F A - ; * ; : 


or; 
| 


+. 


= tat, 


the. 


- 


64 


Libr. ds ANITA 

Poer 2495: by the ; | 
| ye page, but thoſe before them proba. 

Pte, by. right. Moliere hasnow ps 
n 


diſcovers himlet res Howie 
Poet to form his Work upoo'the Precep! 
of Socrates and Plato, andthe Models of 


rrout, he has" much 
Ben Johnſow company 45 he preteads, Fes 
Inftance 6f «Face, &e. (Tn the MchiniiPis 
rather '#oror:/ouc againſt His Pirpoſe” than 
For" Face did not Connfet his 'Mafter 
Eovewi to debauch FINE -” Neit 

| 4 is 


'But Fe comtinaed in the' 


Conſengge Hl Dil phe 
vid, laſt without Repentance. Vnder Favour I 
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Imimozalkty Encouraged 


 irdlear that the Matter went thus /far. 


x might gain her conſent. /Perms 
Nas, pen Dons he con- 


6. *Tis true, - Face who: was: one bf 
the Prinei 1 Chetts's Pardon'd/and Con- 
Gder'd: then his Maſter confeſſes | 
himſelf kind to; a Fault, He owns this 
RO was-aBreach of Juſtice, and 

18 the Gravity of-. an. old -Men; 
es the Audience 'to excuſe 
bim upon the Score of the- Temptation, 


conceive thus (2 Miſtake. For does not 
Face make an logy before; he leaves 
the Stage ?. Does he pA ſet himſelf at the 


- Bar, arraign —_— Practice, and caſt - 


the —_— upon the Clemency of the Com- 

? And are not all t of the 
Diſt, » of win hin kad ae? us Care» 
ful the Poet is to. prevent the M1 Impreſ- 


 fions of his Play! He brings both Man 


and _ to Confellion. He diſmiſſes 
them like Malefators; And; moves for 
their Pardon before he gives them their 
Diſcharge. But the -Aſtrolager has a 


gentler Hand: Wild-Blood and Jacints 


are more & generouſly, arac. uſed.; There- is no 
__— gment exatted; no Hard 


EY of put ypon- them: They are permit- 


ro talk on in their aaa way = 
| he - 


Ss AT Fg 
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; i Ws "= 
the, Laſt at ani La wickour. the 


a yet F716. 4 
ro yur with ohd: 
CE 


Ibid. 


Tenry rd rer Co ne 
at firſt. ' But when itet 
bor a Viſit, hemakes chemo Promiſe 3 

t = pears tired, a 7 to 
'D Dauphin: therefore'is not alto 


peter cavglty wor ab repreſents 


\ Ben Johnſon's Fas is clearly againſt Mr. 
Drjden../ - And here 'T have his:qwa'Con- 
feffian for Proof.-: ' He gc ares' the: Poer's gy... 
Eg in thi Pl was the iD -8 F3GE, Dramas... 
and the Reway of Vi triage. ' Be, oro HebPagr, 
to ſtrain for: this' piece. of Juſtie; and? 7 
break through-the nity of Defpn:-. This 
Mr. Dryden - upon ' him. Hows 
ever he: 1s Pleaſed to; commend the Per» 
A_—_— and calls it an excellent Fifth 


Ben ohnſon {hall fi for fumfelf. af. 
; " Bw 4 the Chan of a Critick ; 


la 
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| Pau was mc fo partal, Sits: he he Bhe- 
mMOUE 1 | for his Lewdneſs. If *tis 
objeatd. + mare oo arg 
Poinx, becauſe F 3s ir 
Tragedy, where the Laws: Tuſtice-ar 
grey ths Bona 
TT: 
ye if you. pleaſe 
Fol wands _—— oy 
: Comital from 


{ 


£1. 
cet” ; ler 
/ —_ and mends his INS 


his 
; Crcumitances.  He- nals him Ropeoe 
_ andleaveoff his 1  Swearmg, 


&c. And: when his Father- warn'd him 
egreſs, FER FRI, 
| HFhavn helping me I' bite the Courf of Hel 
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jg Meng edn ay wncer - 
_ I ng oe a Zi GLA 


his Pekinca be foto 


Delight. He queſtions. wen id, T7 ruttion 
has any thing to ke Cone; If it-has; he 
is {ure *tis #0 more than it's ſecandery end : 
For the buſineſt of the Poet "is $0;\make you 

th, - Granting the Truth of this | Prin- 
< I'fomewhat queſtion-the Servicea- 
bleneſs of it. ., For 15 there no. MOAT 
to be had unles Vice 2 


fon is the Pleaſureof Fools, and againſt it, 
of ſomething worſe, The expoſing of Kna- 


very, and making Lewdzeſs ridiculous, is a 


much 


* » Johnſon i - 8: 
Rong, >) teofis Fo has Gmewha CON- 
dr ith Ss Neal Spirit 
claims with a it, an 
nd Hulk againſt the Licentiouſneſs of 
the Stage. He lays it down for a Princi- 
ple, © Tt > Pan coop outro Poet 
* without” ood May. That he 
aid 


*(as Rn is 
«young Men to al good Diſcipline, and | 


wn Men to all great Virtues 
$ «ef the general complaint ws, | 
<that the Writers of thoſe days had no- | 


* thing / 


tobeabletoinform | 


- 


< Modern 


' Mioribe £89; Cc: theſe L er 


- I+- 


«nny” L | 
, | And as to theipoind: of Debate egy 
| neral, the ſame Author affirms, '* 
| « ſcandalous ST wonly Diftcwpe 

« Pleaſures. 'Iis emper, 
| « Appetite which makes them Patanible : 
\ * And a Man'that is Sick, ſeldom has his 

© Taſtetrue. Beſides, ſuppoſing we throw 


k * Capacity ont of the Queſtion;. and make 


* Experiment and Senfation: the 
« Granting this, we. ought not to chop 
*at Gras? a Bait, nor*Fly--out at” every 

ſtrikes the Fancy. The:meect 
- muſt:-not- over-bear' us , 


© oor ang pos by tg ons 


© {ever mat roe fc eu of Ve 
*An s alhood, end we 
| « purchaſe by alſhood, ad Knavery, 


ewe 


tie ir up to Pro- 
Lie 7 een, room 


Exd, it. muſt,be had at any Price. 
No via Eee mult bel; 
tho 
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[ED "And! this 


24d bright vhe Bao ; hg" cor | 
they are Sod 
ever, "HOWIE 1 ble 


in ſhort of ſtale great TJaduſe 
God,-and" Gpodnels Conreepp! 
all to Satisfe the Compar 


People 'Lauph 1: A moſt ad mrab! pn 
cation! "What can be riore: npagh 


Gs To ferch Diverſion on 


” mY 


aby thþ FS TAG } 
y twairer:'« There's, | ; 
; bein 3 


er 5 it 
, a 06t . oagiocope/y 
Seaſe:\ 
{10nz« 
icy be the Auden 1s 
without training-\a Pojar; 4 
Loos 0 Conloere; It —_ People 's 
ars' not to be Humour! 
In fine; Kretinr the cara} ny figs 
ob wrong, fob! Delight is the +4 
Cn: Delixdes | {: He; we 
Debauchery: : 'Thar's tas. ing Fatih 
Ward, Donn __— 
a TDekigo of Comedy 
ting *rwas not 


-Buct the 
was otherwiſe; .:And 
ſa, What then Pol, the 'ZAdr'of Things 
0 Wot t; the: muſt.be !1merided.: Mule 
Chief end: of Malice, would it 
bet then a'Blemiſhin 1l-Nature to-changs 
Fen and we rrhOig a ay The 
t Evd;of a Madman itimiy be is to 
Fire Hom muſt we not therefore bind 
 hinvio bis Bed}? To. conclude.” If Des 
light without Reſtraint, or DifſtinQion, 


vithous: Conſcience .or Shame, is the Su- 
Ms —- pream 
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164  Jmmiozality Encoyraged 
 pream Taw of: Comedy; 'twere well if we' 
had lefson's.! Arbitrary Pleaſure; ismbre: 
| dangerous than Arbitrary , Power. :No-- 
ny _ More. Brutal Pour to: be aban'- 
on'e Appetite ; ary more: 
wretched than to ſerve-i 4n ſuch a 
The: Mock: Aftrologer to | clear: "of 
this Impuration, -15 5 pad to: \ginuy - 
Principle: at Laſt. Le# 
think, (fa) she) that I pl this-to ref 
Liber le, or: that. 1.cared' notri30: 
debaſe;vhe End, and Inftiration of Comedy. | 
Clt-Gbms: [then Delight: is '\not the Clef 
End.) Jimwit farther: declare i that wemake 
nat Vicious Perſons Happy, but ronly' 4s, Hea- 
,ven:makes- Sinners ſo [i Io in 7 will-bold; 
all's well; But en not 
as wal Repentance. ;:Let us: — gs 
_— SatisfaQtion | he -r ND ewmeyoee his 
Wild-Blood, and what: line he puts 
him under. ::Why, He helps; him: to- \ his 
Miſtreſs, the Marrits llc 20.2 Lady of 
Birth and' Fortune.:': And>oow. do:you 
think He has. cot made hint an Example, 
and punyth'd him to fomePurpole - Theſe 
are: kightful .Severities.!,Who- would: be 
vicious when ſuch /Terrors hang over his 
ps ? And: docs Heaven make- Sinners 
bye! n-theſe Conditions? Sure ſame 
Perle ve a.good Opiniors.of Vice, ' or: 
a _P ill one of f Marring otherwiſe —_ 


tle Bot It ve i noting Farther w th 
ce more Be wry 4 


k- Aſtrolog 

"Jt now: the Eluriation ofa Ch 
zer, -T-ſhall+ give js ſome Inſtances 'of* t 
Manneds of e's Sees, and that with re- 
ſpec to Poetry, y- COM \Propriey 
in' the o Long etry, 15a = 
of Att "ws (Corti © IT'01 ſues pl 
there muſt always" be ze 
_—_— to. 'Age, Sex,  and'Condition : 


And not Par into the Mouths of Per- 
ſons which iſ Cn any:of theſe Cir- 


img h*to-fay a 
witty: Thing ,.. —_ it "be oken by _ a\ 
likely. Perſon, and upon a proper 
ſion. | But. my: Deſign will : lead me _ | 
this Subject afterwards, and therefore I/ 
- ſhall I more of it at —_ but pro- 


ary. 

-Bur'I ſhall | go'c on," and. pie chip Ris 
der ifome. other. Examples | of Decency, 
Judgment, and - Probability.” - -Dom-Sths- 
7 ian: willhelp us.in ſome 'Meafure. + Here 
M 3 the 


P- 85. 


cis Mei makes CE \oohh ork tothe 
5 upon-his bwit Religion. 

He tells ety tho your Tyrant' is 4 Larful 
Enpneg't 6 net our Lavfal  Enperonr is hut 
mant,———— That. ge # ia Ty- 
rant is mort. Manifett, fe | were horn: t0 
be Tarts, bat he has pl 15 the Tark: with 


ou, And. now is*not- this Mati fit: to 


"Manage the Alcorn, and to-be fer tp for 


an-Oracle of State?;-Ceptdin Taos ſhould 
have had this Speech by right : Brit che 
Poet had a- farther Deſ pag cop ling 
is good enough for a Muf? 

; AR after all-the Yiolence of /his 


ntance,, his graſping; at ſelf Murther 
nd Reſolutions for the Cell, is ſtrangely | 


vleaſed with the Remembrance of his-I- 


ce#, and wiſhes the Repetition of it :* And 
Almeida out of her.Printely Modeſty; and 
fegular Compunttion, - 45: of the fame 

Mind. This is ſomewhat. furpriſing * 
Ocdipmes and Jocaſte | in Sophbocles' don't  Re- 
pent at this rate.” No : The horror of 
_ frit. Diſcovery continues. upon. their 
_ They never relapſe into any fits 


rance , nor: entertain 


ſelves with a lewd Memory. This: fort 


of Behaviour is not only'more- InſtruQtive 
but-more Natural 'too. It being very un- 


likely one: ſhould' with the re 
Crime, when He was radi RE 
NPs t# Mt at 


" 


* Pons 


tou « are T HS 
So wondrous Fair, you ju ife Rebellios 
As if that Ur, Face could make no Sin, - 
But Heaven by. looking on it maſt forgive, 


" Theſe are ſtrange Complements.! | Tore 
riſmond calls his Queen Rebel to her Head, 
Love. Te he was. Hot, ber General and her 


Fete, owerk b ae 
Feng to a ps ts the F 


Paet's Naſtrans 0 Tein ;cu 
He ron af apo tell. bs B 
as.g a Mind to .-:Hgr Face 
BiFrog F09:-10 ber Conſorn Hee Fac 
M 4 = 


{.6#I% 


f 52. 


adoablert Here Celidbn a'Mai 
dy, when ſhe was afraid her Spark would 
be married to another, calls out preſently 
for a Chaos. She is for Lie Fed kent 
about her Ears, tumbling alt 


. together, and Papoſinbics with nw 


for making Humane N afure otherwiſe than 
it ſhould have beea. 


Great Natare break thy ohatd tha Banks to- 
gether 

The Fabrick of this Globe, and make 4 G haos,” 

Like that within my Soul, —— | 


Now to my fancy,- if ſhehud call'd for 
a Chair inftead of a \ Chaos, trip'd off, and 
kepr her folly to her ſelf, the Woman had 
been much wiſer. And fince we hav 


| ſhown our Skill in vaulting on the 


Ropes, a little Tumblingon the Stage, may 


not do amyls for variety. 


Now then: for a jeſt or two. Don G#- 
mez ſhall begin : And here hell give us 
& 


—_— | 
cho'in Love ret oo As. 
at" it. He ſays his' Bride. 'Datrs 

more Dalinds, but Dalilah"the Philiftine. 4.56. 
This Colonel as great a Soldier'as he is, is 
quite puzzled at a Herald; He thinks they 

call him Herod, or ſome ſuch Jeolfh Name. 
Here you have a good Officer ſpoil'4'for z: 5:. 
a miſerable jeſt. - And yet afterall; this 
Sancho tho? he can't pronounce Herald, 
knows what *ris to be Laconick, which is 
ſomewhat more out of his'way.”  Thraſs 

in Terence was a Man of the fame fize mn Zh, 
Senſe, bur. for all that he'does riot quibble. 
Albana Captain of the Guards,” is much m—_—_—_ 
about as witty as ' Saxcho. It -ſeems * 
'Emmeline Heireſs to the Puke of Cormpa/ 

was Blind. Albene#? takes the riſe of his 

'Th fromi hence; And obſerves rhar 

as Blind as fhe is, C ofeatd would have no 

blind Bargain of Bey," Carlos tells' Sancho 

he is ſure of his Miſtreſs, and' hs no more Lave The 
#0 do but to take out a Licenſe, San... © 


Sexo had cu; Conde Alonzo. "The two 


Colonels being in the ſame Diſguiſe, were 
juſt upon. the Edge of.a Quarrel. , After 
ſome - Preliminaries in _ Railing , Sancho 
cries, Dor't proreys me ; 1 an ng 


& bens... 


- Carlos replies, Nay :J;.30% 4 are Bent e 
in Conſcience, but. I have 4 Bent Filt. * 
ay 5 Here you have a Brace of Quib- 
arted ja a Line and, a Half. And 
wah is worſt of all, they come from Car- 
los, from. .a Chara#er of Senſe ; and there- - 
pregp Ports not the Soldzer, muſt anſwer 
them. 
I ſhall now give the. Reader a few In- 


ſtances of the Courtſhip. of the Es and 


how decentl treat 

rope y dry Bong She Woot, Women who 

are. ſecured from Afronts by Cuſtom, and | 

have-a Tongs 6 for Reſt, are -fome- 
-tunes 


A R 


tyr falls © on rr without Diſtinltion 
and'firikes ar'the whole Sexe 17 

"Enter Reymond a Noble-man n- they. 4% 
Spaniſh Pp. RIF 


Virtue! Picks 1 Wha Ariadne! | 
That men ſhvald ltave thee for rhatToy awoman, | 
Mage from the Droſs aud Refuſe of a May; 
Heaven took him flheping when inade her roo, 
Had Man been waking he had peer conſemed. 


/ 
''T didnotknow beforethar A Man's Droſs 

lay-in his "Rr; T believe ſometimes it. 

lies higher. 'Bur the Philoſo , the Rs 

ligion, and the Ceren My 1 "rheſe | 

are too tender © to be: toughtd, Crtonn Oodlp 2. 3. 

Pritice in'Otl/pic, rails it) General at the 

Sex; and Key the ſame time 8s « "If - 

Love witly Farigice. 'Thisupon the mat- 

ter, is juſt ' as*natural;-as Pris Civil; '/ Tf 

afiy one would tinderfland "what the Ciyſe 

of all tender heayted Womens i, "Belmour W 

anform Him: What is it then? ?Tis the 014 Batch. 

Pox, If this be tte” the Women had 2: 4" 

need lay in a ſtock of ill Nature betimes. 

; It 
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Don Sehaff. 
20 $ 


z 
- a 
$ rf - 
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fee 
Prien There is ſtill ſomething more Coarſe 


Immagtex Cncoraged 
Redeornk "tis —_ 


15/all wg bao ter to. Sharper ano-! 
ther Man of Senſe in this. Play: much 
at:the ſame rate. : Belinds-would know-of 
him where be got rhat excellegt Talent of Reit- 
ing? 

y. one Madam the Tokens was Born with 
8. -—=-=- Þ confeſs 1 have: taken carg to im- 
prove it,- to qualifie me for the. Society. of 
Ladies. ' Hormer, a To 4.7 Charafer 1n 
the Country Wife, .to avoid Wo- 
men, and hate t ay py bim. He 4n- 


Becanſe I do bee rhos, and would bate 
them. yet more, Il frequent em ; you. 

Marriage, nothing makes a Man bs 
oman more than her Conſfant Conver- 


Ae 
Eat, and ther Health, and 


ſwers. 


upon the: Sex ſpoken by Dorex, but 4t is. 4 
riviledged Expreſſion, and as ſuch Imuſt 
ve it. The, Re/epſe mends the Contri- 

vance of the:Satyr, the man» 

- and to make -Fhe Diſcourſe the more 

ble, obliges to abuſe them- 
hives And: har zould be: loath' ts 
tire: the Reader, Barinthis ſhall cloſe the Ar- 
gument. ' This Lady: having undertook 

- Em aployonent of a Procure f, ge this 

© Remar oyon' ie £0, .her ob. 

Hen T 41.4 A INN P > 1 
& 0 | 


I's Ps 
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+951 dythe (STO 13 
BeriathsSo:bere ir fine Work! But there = 
marco" avaiding cit b5--m-; Beſmes: I begin.2@ |} 
an Ratee mach. ginns Logo [ERP P 


.. : F a , A F 4 6. 7 YT . . 
.. _ [ C: rh "nana 4 20} G83 :5318 « 


{;Let-us 
54 214 »/ A 
Y : * 
*; 
a" 


> 

| wh wy FT Jedizres, Mk 
66h ph 4 ty no other Ticks, tho 
«(Father had left him a Duke's, + Jhat I6,:,, - 
* ke-+would call , Dake « Rafal, This 3 
confels.is very.much.Plsin Dealing. » Such 
freedoms would appear. but: ably. 30 Lifh 
eſpecially., without provocatian.'..4 muſt 
own the Poet -to..be an Author. agood 
Seaſe; But. upder- favour, theſe- if 
we may call them fo, are ſomewhat high 


154 


Junnotality Entoutaged | 
ſeafordy theHumout fees overſraiti'ds 
. and the Charud#er puſh d too:fary. -'Topre- 
E D Don Sehaf. 'cveds: Muftapha was felling-Dox Abverez 
#16. fora Slave. ae roies Forms york 

F  Myflapha replies #es U#O08 
ab! He «of «grear Family and: = 
other Virtaes-wouldft thou hawve'tn 4 (Forra 

LF | man ?--'Dog""Carlos in""Evve Trinmpbant 
”— - a—_ a Gelman, ud pre 
Senſe, at £/a'Bar 
th:'|-He-rells" ug. Najave bor | givie 
"Os Samcho 46:mmpty 'Noddleji Mar Fortune t18 
1. Revengs hs Fd his: Porkers: ;2fwſt'is Loris 
nn Eſtate i Law and Wir.) This's a hand- 
- fom Complement to the*Nobility] And 
00 ge Frome Saftbury had no" 86ubr"of it' & 
Day Quixes good. Barghirn- of the Deilitation. | Tireſws 
port. "general tefeription: of -3\Counitels isoonſi-. 
-- #3 derabllin-&# Kind: But only *isin!n0 
RE + Condiriones appear.” Jn the-Relap ſe," Sf 
.  » (Tunbely "who tad-miſtaken Young: F« r= 4 
{ for Lott Foplingten, wasgfrerwards: 
_—_— -znd -befor&the ſurprize was quite 
he Quoſhion Is: #-thew"' Sib. 
har the eels 28 tvhd. Lovd-Faphi 
P -Fhe- wy permedyy emcee 
wy Rr vilieys and: _—_ 
. Lord Fopl. pt Wh hae ſes i\ hid Paco 
to make you fie ? Siv*withoat preſuins- 
ing have ax extraor dinany Opinion. of ny 
"Rug give ie ve to :rell you,” if you kad 
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unpraftiſed by the Latin Comedians, and 
by the Emel too till very lately, as the p. 24. 
Plain Dea —_— _ _ for Moliere 
 1n Fraxce, retends to fly his Satyr no ;:,,,;.; 
higher than a Mathis: —_ | de Moliere. , 4 
" And has our Stage. a partieular Privi- 3 
lege?- Is their Charter. inlarg'd, and are = 
Slaves inthe Satwrnalia ? Muſt all Men be b- 
handled alike? Muſt their Roughneſs be MY 
needs play*d upon Title? And can't they -<-- wares 
laſh the Vice without-pointing upon the #- 4 = 
Quality? Ifas Mr. Dryden rightly Vefines it, CA-+ Aur, 
lay dnighipto be « juſt Image of HumaneNa- ,,,, 4 
ture; Why are not the Decencies of Life, Drom.goe; 2 
and the Reſpets of Converſation obſer- ?: 5: b 
ved? -Why muſt the Cuſtoms of Coun- 
tries be Croſs'd upon; and the Regards 
of Honour overlook'd ? What neceſſity is 
there to kick the Coroxets-abor 
and to make a Man a Lord, only in order 
to make him a Coxcomb. I hope the Po- 
ets doit intend to revive the old Proje&Q of 
Levelling, and Yore down the Houſe of 


Peers, 


* 
< b A Þ; V. 
; EL AMEN DOR King, Arthur, 
| _DoaQuizot, and the Relapſe. ibs | 
SECTION IL: 


wing Plays, excepting the 
1 HE A wil TRE n 9 Eee Heads 
of commendation with the former. How- 


ever, fince the Poets have here been pro- 
Jigal in cheir Ki e, and dreſy'd Oe . 
with more Curioſity thap aca 


s ve a onableR 

2 Fe Finery —_ nat be CRY 
ago make Elbow-Rodm for 
and alow them  thecompaſs 


To begia an Amphyigios, To this 
#7; Mr. :Drydes repreſents Jupiter with 
the Attributes of the ſupreme Being : He 
furniſhes him with Omnipotence, makes 
him the Creator of Nature, and che Arbi- 425 
ter of Fate ;purs all the FunQtions af Pro- 4; 7 * 
EI! in ay of her yer Þ _ 
w Majeſty of the true = 
when he has put Him < io this writs —"— 

ui- & 


4 py p: 8, 17, 


. the moſt intemperate Raptures: He tis 


* Remarks upon 
Equipage, he brings him out for Diverſi- 
on. He makes him expreſs himſelf in 


willing to Renounce his Heaven for his 
Brutality, and employ 'a whole Eternity 
in Lewdnefs, He draws his Debauch at its 


' full Length, with all the Art, and Height- 


nings, and Foulneſs of Idea 'irnaginable. 
This Jupiter 15 not contented with his ſuc- 


\ ceſs againſt Amphytrion, unleſs he brings 


Alcmena into the Confederacy, and makes 
her a Party ex po# Fato. * He would not 
have her think of her H«5bard, + but her 
Lover, that is, her Whoremaſfter, *Tis not - 


- the Succeſs, but the manner of gai ng. it 
ce which 


which is all in all. Tis the 
is the charming Circumſtance. -Innocence 
and Regularity, are dangerous Compani- 
ons ; They ſpoil Satisfattion,- and make 
every Thug infipid ! Unleſs People take 
care to diſcharge their Virtue, 'and clear 
off their Conſcience, their Senſes will 'va- 
niſh immediately | For Jupiter, 1ays he, 
would owe nothing to a Name ſo dull as Hus- 
baud, And in the next Page. © © 


That very art of Wife and | Marriage, ; 
Is poyſon to the deareſt ſweets of Love. - 


I would give the Reader ſome' more 
of theſe fine Sentences, but that they are 
OT 2 | t00 
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gre Guru! ares 


"0 wo oh it == pred ” 
| is t trength they. retreat to. 
They are” fortified Gerifed in Smut, and _ 


lein Stench, ſo that where rh 
vetnoft, there's no coming at'ther 
To _—_—_ F defire: to know what” yo 
pore” lang « Dryden has for this extracrdi- 
epreſentation ? ? HisOriginal Plauris, 
act no Precedent; Indeed Plaurw isth&on- 
ly: bold' Heather that ever made Jupiter 
tread 'the” Stage. But "then he ſtops far 
ſhore of the ' Libertiesof the Engliſ Av 
trion; Fupiter at Rome, and London, 
ve. the ſame unaccountable Defip -" but 
the Mechods of purſuit are very erent: 
The : Firff,, does nog folicit' inffcandalous 
e, 'nor flouriſh upon his Lewd- - 
nes, nor endeavours. ts ſet it up for the 
Faſhion. - Plautws had ſotne regard to the 
Height -of the CharaRer, and the Opini- 
Models: The nes rrp o 
| 6 of Ari 
not 'come *up to'the Caſe ; {peg e 
did; Thave cut off the Succours from that 
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will bear tho eli wt — 
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doms 


F Fe TOY 4 4 "4 
2, ry Y*. 


AMPHEYTEION: 


9,0 
; 52 
% ” "Mm 
G / $::2l 
3: 
4 
" vs 
' OY 
2.5. 
4 * " [8 
: -: 
> 2 4" wtv% 
d . ” " ow 5 
s A 4 . I * 
Þ 88 
4 LS 
” bf , : F, hd 4. 27 
= , * NAY 
» - 1 
- « "4 4 


harm. He 


Ih 


Memory LI refore his E 
X- 

can haye no force : Under favour 

ny For won't _ daub 


tj 


i 


and. the - Propriety of Ch oxy 
| aracter, an Be- 
 haviour ? By 0 means, For as: Þ have 
. CN Any ogg tions, 
rtion'd, and Behaviour 
ng _ 2 Dignity of Being... To 
draw 2 Monkey in Roy al Robes, and a 
AAA m- Antick, would be Farce upon 
3 Co- 
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Colours, 'entertain- like 'a Monſjer, and 
picaſe only. upon the'ſcore 'of -Deſormity. 


Why then does Mr. Dryden crofs ypon. 


. _ Nature and. Authority, 'and + goof as he 
. confefſes, from the Plan” of Platz, and: 


Ep. Ded. 


Mokiere'? 'Tho' by the way, the Engliſh 
Amphytrion has borrow'd Se ite 
Libertine Thoughts of | Moliere, 'and im- 
prov'd them. Burt to the former queſtion. 
Why muſt the beaten Road be- left ? He 
tells us, That the difference - of our Stage 
from the Reman and the French did'ſo re- 
quireit, "That is, our Stage muſt be much 
more Licentious. '-For you are to obſerve 
that Mr. Dryden, and his Fraternity, have 
help'd to debauch-the "Town, and: Poyſon 
their Pleaſures to anunuſual Degree r:And 


therefore the Diet muſt be drets'd:to 'the 


Palate of the Company, : And-ſince they. 
are made Scepticks' they.' muſt "be enzer- 
cain'd as ſuch. That the Engliſh: Amphy- 


. trios was contriv'd 'with this View 15.too 


plain to proiagr interpreted. To _ 
urpoſe elſe does Jwpyzrer appear 1n the 
ſhave of Jehovah ? Why. ris -1ncom- 
municable Atiribartesburieſqu'd, and Om- 
nipoterſce applyed 'to- Acts. of Infamy 2 
To what end can fuch- Horrible Su as 
this ſerve, unleſs w expoſe the Notion, 
and —_— the Belief of a Deity ? 
The Perfeti:ons of God, are —_— ar 
os 35 8 NS T1d1cule 
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ridicule his Attributes and - Frans, - of 
but two'Words for the fame Thing. Fheſei 


great Prodigalit Tag or xg e” _ | 
ly outrag?d. The Caſe:being thus, the 

Fan. of; an; Idol, is too thin' a pretence: 
to Screen the Blaſphemy. - Nothing -but: ; 
Mr. Dryden's Abſalom and Achitophel can. 
out-do This. Here I confeſs the Motion 
of his Pen is'bolder, and the Strokes 'more 
Black'd, Here we have Blaſphemy-on 
the top of the Letter, without any trou- 
ble of*Inference, or Conſtruction. This: 
Poem runs all upon Scripture Names, up- 
on Suppolition-of the true Religion, and' 
the right Qbje& of Worſhip. : -Here Pro- 
faneneſs is ſhut out from Defence, and lies 
open without Colour or Evaſion. ; Here 
are no Pagan Divinities inthe Scheme,: ſo 
that all the Atheiſtick Raillery mult point 
upon the true-God. In the Beginning ; 
we are told thatzd4b/alow, was David's Nas 
tural Son: So then there's a Blot in his } 
Scutcheon,, and a blemiſh upon his Birth; 

' The Poet, ill make admirable uſe of this 

Remark -preſently | This Abſalom it ſeems 
was very extraordinary in. his Perſon and 

Performances, Mr. Dryden docs; not cer- 

tarily know how this came abour, and . 
therefore- enquires of- himſelf in the firſt 


Attributes are -beſtow'd .on Jupiter watth. | 


place eo 
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Whether f pred wich a 4 divine 
His ag him — ie, 


-'This i is down right Defiance of thi 
Living God? Here you have the" very 
Eſſence and Spirit of Blaſphemy, and the 
Holy Ghoſt em in upon the moſt- 
idoous Occaſion. Roam © whether 


the Torments and Defpair of the 
dare- venture at _ borgrnge => 


- They are' beyond Foe I | 
- God ar ay no been Prdonron 
[ ak forbear faying, that the next bud 
to the writing theſe Impieties, 'iy 
- Sn them. To-re return nr ere 
Phebus and Mercuryhave Mauwers alfi 
very diſagreeable-to their Condition. * 
latterabating Propriety of Language, talks 
—_—_ _ a pete _ oS. ou 
railagainſt-the-Gods,' ar's 
ry iron 909 wee Heaven Mer- 
cary is Pore dpan tl Father 5 mer, .makes' 
/ his Greaf- 
orr:bly Saliecy and Profane. 
2. 3,16. And all this 'Misbehaviour cothes from 
©. him in hisown Shape, ' andin the ſub- 
limity- of« his  CharaQer. Had he run 
Rive in the Diſguiſe of Sofia, the Diſcourſe 
and the Perſon had-been better Wen 
F and the Extrayagance more Par Þ B. 
© -*» ut 


Ion, 


Pb dt 


omty on this Occafion in 
. Their har bien rudy oy 
 Worde and Thoaghts. 


vinces, He cftn bs ſome bh "Heir Te 
Employments ; bur'I doti'r find 
Chron. talk Lewdly. No; 


YE es the contrary. For 
ny were to WM y_ 


Pref. 


any Alliance: habe Sin. 'Andifor 


the i gen Part, tis D's of the. 


t with the Lofi e Smutſhines. 
Fog and ſtrong, 2 the Metaphor, 
and 's no better ſcreen'd than the Sun by 
, . kyrg OE wo a Mercary 9 Sa 
ill, and make the ence 
"y unlike himſelf, is ſome we oy e! 
But tho? the Ancients OT pang: —— x it 
there are. Conſiderations above of 
Decency. And when this happens, 4 Rale 
muſt \ rather be treſpaſs? do; on, _ 4: Beauty 
,- oat. Tis Mr. Drjden's Opinion in 

leomenes, where he. br the Uzi 


: Time, to deſcribe the: Beauty of a Famine. | 


1s an SSOnerary - Advantage, 
om and, Fancy. 


Now. 
and | dep 


ads upon Cuſtom 
With ſome People the-Blackeſt Complexi- 


ons: are. the kindforekt, "Tis to. theſe 
African Criticks that Mr, Drydey ſeems to 
make his Appeal. And withour doubt. he 
beſpeaks their Favour ,, and. ſtrikes their 
Imagination luckily enough, For to ; 
Divinity and Scandal together ; : Tor 4 

" the 


"hats agib26 N. 


the Gods throw: Sta like Saomdluls at.cme) ME 
another,-but- eſpecially to Courr-in Smut, 
and rally:in Blatph 26my, : [moſt admirably 


entertaining ! This is much better than 
all the Niceries of Decorum.:; Tis hand- 
ſomly contriv?d;. to flur' the Notion/ of a 
Superiour:Nattre, 'to diſarm. the /Terrors 
of Religion, and bb Caurt above as 
Romantick: as that. of:[the ' Fairzes.” A 
Libertine*when his Conſcience is thus re- 
liev'd, arid-Arheiſm fits eaſie upon his Sx of 
rits, cant help inns handy upon 
CO Meer Intereſt will. oblige hi 
to, cry up p the Performance, and He for 
the Poez”s Reputation! Before & take leave 
of theſe Mechizes, it may not. be amiſs to 
enquire why the Gods'are brought into 
the Spiritual Courr., Now. ſuppoſe they, c. 
creditableneſs of. the Bulineſs, 'and 'the 
Poer's  kiridneſs to thoſe Places, are tlie 
principal-Reaſons of their-coming. - How- 
ever, He might have-a farther Deſign in 
his Head, 'and: that - is, to: bring Thebes to 
. London, and: to ſhew the Antiquity 4 
Do@&or's Commons. Forit you will belt 
Mercary, this , Conference between i 8 
and Phebas, was held three thouſand Years ,, 
a ago. . Thus Shakeſpear .makes :'Hettor talk 714i): and, 
ut: Ariſtotle's Philoſophy, and calls Sir ©7s: 
Joby Old Caſtle, Proteflans.."Þ had not ;#5;:jchn 
Xt retry this Dibovery in Chronology, OldCaſlle. 
'1t 


WY 


canes, ,tobra8l Und . It 
Grons the Well-w rS to: Att and 
makes Vice old, : : 5 Such 
- "Diverſions ſerve to ;ſpel the: loom; and , 
guild the Horrors of the Shades below, and 
area ſort of Enſurance againſt Danihation. 


=o Qne. wotld think'theſe Poers” went upon 
= abſolute Certainty, and could demonſtrate 
x4 +a Scheme of In delity. . If they could, 
b they: had much. better keep the: Secret 
The divulging iti:tends only; to! *debauch 
Magkind; ard: fhake the Securities of -Ci- 
vil Life:  lowenter; if they have;been in 
- the other World: and firid it. empty, -and 
uninhabited,and are intedwithalb the 
Powers, and Places in Being;;:If:they can 
ſhew. the Impoſturesof Religion, and'the 
ContradiQions- of Common Belief; they © 
| have; ſomething to--ſay- for. themſelves. | 
Have they. then infallible Proof and Ma- 
thematick Evidence for theſe Diſcoveries ? 
No Mar had ever the Confidence to ſay 
This : And if he-ſhould, he would: be but 
laughed at for” his'Folly.  Nq/Concluſi: 
ons can exceed the Evidence of:their Prin« 
ciples; you may as well build-a Caſtle.in 
, the Air, as raiſe a Demonſtration: (wk A 
' Bottom of Uncertainty. - And is __ 
; - ſo vain as to pretend to-know the 
| of Nature, and the Stretch'of Poſſibility. 
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ſuch a8 never ” hed a ay cies in 


Nature, And'if apin 
obervie */Portry- a mixture- of 
Truth and Fable”; -may:make 


his Advanitage,” for- bis Play is\ much bet- 
_ r-fotintied oh Reality" _ Hewasdware | 


NS notbe ingproper to confuleeta 
a Word orTwo, What a frightfulIdewtlie 
Holy Striptares' give is of 'Hell.”+ ?Tis de- 
_ {crilyd: by” all rhe Circumſtances of:'Fer-. 
ror, -by''every Thing "dreadful; to'Senſe, 
and amazing to Thought. The Place, 
the Company, the Duration, are all Con- 
ſiderations of Aſtoniſhment. | And- why 
has God 'given-us. this ſolemn warning ? 
Is it not to awaken qur Fears, and:guard- 
| our Happineſs; To reftrain the Diſorders 
_ of Apperite, and to- keep- us Within \Rea» 
ſon,and Duty ? And as for the Apeftate 4n- 
gels, the Scriptures inform us of; their loſt 
Condition, of their Malice and Power, of 
their AQtive Induſtry, .and Experitiice ; 
and all theſe Qualities Correſpondent - 
the 


ompaſſion touch? d of Faolifh Mean, 
Theanſwer is, What « half Devil's het 
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; tion-But 1 halt forbear the'Blaz 
A for fear. T ſhould comment 


| as unluckily as Hihſel. Ei 


' He com- $:#?#. &. 
ming, and Tub: Arthur -- 


mance of. 

means..N 

out to: his. 
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* IE 
Hand, 


"Wl He Bb e of dhe Clergy. 
TH. His want of Modeſty and Regard ts 
: the Audience, . 
3 | 'T His Profaneneſs, &C. 
Ig - And here my firſt Inſtance ſhall be' ina 
"_ bold Song againſt Providence. 
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Hud never doofd within, fie es) 


| His Third! | enakes a jeſt of the: Fil, 
rails upow Ado.amd Eve, and burleſques 
the-Canthth of Gai ity TO 


When here was #0 - Ag in al Nature bur ty. 37. YN 


Four, © 
There were two of them in Traoerei Fon. 


that"-firſt to mend the FTIR > 

Mat Laws to bind our Nature, - 2 

S howld have found a way © Es: F 
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To make Wills obey, © 
And have ModelR veiwthe Credtare, vor 
> OIL _— . #5 2\ »\ 
'ln this and the following'P 5 uthe 3 
* *- the ſame reſpe& with the Creation. "The + 
Word Refeemer, which ai Chriſtians 2] 
is Approfiriated toour: BY 
like theJewiſh Tetragrainmaton'peculiar- 
' by: reſets dita hay See roy 


6 reftion of a "52 and LE I ſhall leave 
: them. \:Afttr/this.\ horfible.\Abuſe of. the 
| Works;: and: Attributes ,of -God;: bs. goes 
on to make Sport with his Vengeance. 
He makes the :Tormenys;cof 'Hell”a:yery | 

1 Antertainimbar';-as 'if they were = 
on aly: Flames in Painting, and */Terrors-1h 
Romance. The St £40 *; Erogsin arp 
arenot repreſented with more Levity, and 
Drolling...Fhat the Read: wrridy;: ſeedl\&s | 
V | him ho wropg,'T {hl; que e.the. Places, | 
Wc * __ whiehiis/the mamiR : | 
. rranſcrib'd the reſt of his Profancnels. 


Appear ye fat Fiends that in Limbo 4g Van, 
That werewhen in the hare the {a lewith 
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more 

him than- the Poet. : For 

hetremblesar char. God; wich whos rtie 
othet-makes Diverſion; .i//\ (452% 217)! 

+>T'ſhall: omit-the mention-: of: ſeveral 
ofthis: Kind;: delice his: ) 


oh 
."And __ Reveal'd 
' has beck thus horribly treated, 


© 4 "is 


how does he prove: 


any ſhare of.cither of \theſe 
would be leſs bolth: with'his! 


droll thus heavilyupon a folemniChararier. 
This Sancho' Mr. Dorfey' takes care io m- 


*Oecaſio ons, tho! never fo far from the: 


his Malice, 
the';.not&f the: o' by 
He mas the Guns Favs ir 


| conſider, dear. Sir, no Maia bor c: 
Then-l think the greater Care-ſhould | 
taken he «is; \not- bred .a. Fools; E-ooy 


tence ? Becanſe a Biſhop is no more then 
another May, without GrictandGvod Breed- 
izg. I: muſt -nceds: fay, if-yhe Pore had 

015 nerve 


and not give! his: Clowns: thei 


a if blundcing' and. Hed 0 
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i tray og ad 
. What they: ſay. -\.T 


Regard 
Sancho and Ter 
ſens'd, for anos a Page together.” 
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h-:moreeffectcally.-: Tas poſſible Mr 

for:a Receipt 5: And 

7:/wtas too dear, 

rgainsr! F.won- 
der 'Mr/ Darfey ſhould: have:rio imore/re+ | 
garcit6s* che Boxes and Pi! Thatis Man Pref prok 1 

who has: fludjed/ the Seemes' gf Decendy avid | 

iſeiith»ſo lirr Addreſs! Certainly 
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, Words 'are 2 


upon Ukers, and Leprofies: | The 


us 


a” rage TEE: - ile Ol 


, to 5 , 1 
j I'S 
SEED N bo 


| It, 
Sancho, two pleaſant 
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ed. In york ; 
t 'uis-thats 
654 | 
Bur ſore Poets _ | 


: . tance; ; hothe es and the Y 
* 41s Mir ot les Dedlioatory arero the 

full.as Dn Comedies, A little of : 
\them may not be amiſs. In | 


Reader a Taft. 
Had' Jour, 'E d,othf 


er been by forts oh my 


hix Smiles have 
Ian fre how 
He could forbear Smilingat ſu&Pntertain- 
ment. However, Mr. Darfey takes Things 
bye the beſt Handle, and 15 Teſoly'd to be 


happy 
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© Tan- 
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Sal S fe fn By tho) dawn Hetore be Bib. 
ounterf&t tis Perfon; and 
t prin that” z55, {rengrh of his Taclina- 
ug oHithim thither before his'Time, 
, and without his Retinue. Ando make 
hitpes upon Sir Tuxbelly, Coupler ' gi 
, Fr 15 Letter, which was to 'be Pr 
*F oplington's Credential. Young” Faſbion 
C hg provided, poſts down to Sir Tun- 
© belly,” is received f Lord Foplington, and 
© by the þ #8 {little Folly and Knavery 
«1m the Korethca the young Lady 
© without No rs Knowledge, "and a 
Week before thi Appointment.” 

This 'is' the Main of the Contriyance. 
'The Counter-turnin Lord Foplingron's ap- 
pearing afterwards, and the Support of 

"the main Plor, by BulPs, and Narſe's at- 
tefting the Marriage, contains ' little of 
Moment. And here we may obſervethat 
| | EI Lord 
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(bets Lond wo 


Tons yy fo } Annam, (| 
Peri ET Fortune, vom 6 Ears. 


her: OR, lrg down an 
belly was as extrao ary-as his Courtſhip. 
He had' never ſeen this Gentlen 
muſt know-him to be beyond Me 
. Picious, and thatthers/was no 
without, _ Coupler's.. Letter; - 
'which was, the Key.tothe Caltle, he. for- 
got to take WI DID: 1d | cells, YOu. ?(was 


Joes by bi Brodie, Faw.” TORE bis 


part heneither ha the Diſcretion to get:an- 
other, nor yet to. produce that written, by 
him: ro Sir T«xbelh. « Had common. Scnie 


' + beenconſultedu _ this Qccaſion, 'thePlot 


had been at an End, and tne Play had, ſunk 
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ror. One 
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one the RetiviicexpeRed Had file 


would dozen At i= 
tude berg _ Dt, Young 


Faſhion, ex og Coupler”s Letter, wr 
him. He comes beforehis Tit 


of 'the Air- of Lord ' Fopts, 10s wr hi 
Fation. 'When Sir Twbely ask'4 him, 
Pro where \ are your Coachts and. Servants 

6s te 2. He” fer mm a't &s Excuſe. 
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Mo bw a be? i AOLaW Toy rok 


wearer akin ' ro you, T left my" ue fo 
oo Pl A "" 


mr, ana came aw F 
"Servant, To bein ſych a Hurty 
(OI - 2 Perſon. he Sc: tot Wb 


ftranpe | Beſides ns very un- * 
"Ukey ” Lord Foplingon tho ſhould tacar his 
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rate of Lange? 
ris berg ro fuppoſe Sit T! 
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gement 
d Cuſtomary Sc Soiha 
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hops eg aes. T hell 
igh in all Confcirnce tot 
TE, ect 2 wy 


ter than; A; RPG 
Lo the "© redential Y allow'd. Fe: 
| , why was not Hoyden lock'd' & 
uſe made f er Enq ogy ? 
Gr id” th nie cs er ofſuch a 'T 
as Knavery, of had” ; cver gfeater Bag 
ſon to-guard againſt it ? More wary ſteps 
might 
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This 1 Lady . promuſes i I" Oe 


deavours.$01corrup | 
\4hey,makea |Protang. Jeſt upop the Office. ;. ;1 
10> the. 2d 'of the Pl, la.afer a' great 
"6 of Lewd RES with Lovelace, 


ey 


and 2% 
Reftef, 'Women over-free ee, 9; I 
P49. . fays he, rob Women of thei 
'*s Modeſty.” Wit. Rim | e fam 

Tragedies \DiOn ; "His words' are Aro theſe. Niatare kn 
Ay sf wothing in the: a ne ch Los p, tb 
e's, fra. pirticalarly iſt xrſb' 4 Wi OE Mo 
| oe ; rrpudent Was ft only to 
— G2 be bicked, and ex aps in Comtay. | 
"Now Berinthia appears f Comedy "tis 
"true ; but neither to be kc a, nor expoF'd. 
She makes a-confiderable” Figure: : =_ 

good Uſage, keeps the beſt Comp - {hay 
"goes off without Cenſure, *or 'Di = 
tage. Let us now-take a Turn or, two 
-with Sir Tuxbelh's Heireſs of 1590 pounds 
a Year, - This young: Lady Swears, talks 
Smut, and is upon the Matter juſt as rag- 
manner as Mary _ Boom: Ts F war 
- the Relapſer co Durfey's Origi- 
nal, en" is NO hm! he was tiewtar 
| Pinch'd. Now this' Chaya#er 'was no 
great Beauty in Bax#e ; But'it becomes 
the Knights Daughter much worſe. Byx- 
- one was 2 poor Peaſant, which made her 
Rudeneſs more Natural, and expeQted. 
But Deputy Lieutemnts "Children don't 
ule 


dence, inthe Aa * the F lH e, 
boſe the 


ſup Relapſer Fancies, rhe 7g 
Mika: i Joyaen 15 enough,to Toet > net Il] 
y, his fa Ayour, this . 
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Burney Ladd, 


jos cM —_ 
1n- coming irs to on, 
why the ——rawf re not Lode yo —_ 94. 


Ground-Floor | $0 + 

- X,*Faſh.- Beca 1 love to lie as near Hes- | 

e would think a: Spark WW 

juſt comeoffhisT ravels, and had made the, 
Tour of Italy and. i might have rall- 

| ever if he 
lodg'd in a Gerrer, is a good -Local Jeſt. 
That almoſt fi ot pay ooney remirkable 
Sentence of Fe I fball few * "5: yy 
thee (fays he ) the A of _ Paſſion by be- : < Y 
ing wery Calm, | Now fince this Gentleman — 
-was'in a Vein of Talk dar va, where to his + i 
Mags, 'Pm 'forry off ſo quickly, 8: 
Had he gone-On on an x abs the Tug 3 


2.99. 


Itid, 


/er*s fine Gentleman. "This Spark ſets 


ſion for her: Husba 
| perſwades her to Rouſe up that Spirit. Wo- 


: Orifbas: 
 Embrazes, and keep your. Fire for thoſe that 


- the latter part of the Speech 1s very Fihy. 


| Remarks puts 


of-a Stotr/and/no' Wind firing; the To- * 


ick/ had been ſpent, -and the Tho 
| cies the eres Yea ugh 
Let:usnow:paſs'on' to Worthy, the Rel i 


Senſe; and Addreſs, and/isto EIN no 


of AﬀeQtation or Conſcienceto ſpoilhis Cha: 


racer... Hed to ſay /no' more of oy, 
he grows Fo 5 aha laſt -Sceme, and 
courts: Amanaa in ag rr and Pedan 
Firſt, :He:gives his Periods:a turn of Ver erfi- 
fication, and talks Proſe: to her in Meeter. 
Now this isjuſt. as a as'it would be 
to Ride with one Leg, and Walk with the 
other.. /Buthket him ipeakfor himſelf; 'His 
firſt Buſineſs 1s to bring Amanda toandAver- 
: therefore he 


man oupht 40: ___ and: ſight your God if he 
wegletts his A He [goes on with: bis 
Wit gt fl Ie rreceive his Cold 


come in: Flames; Fire and Flames is Met- 
tal upon Mettal ; *Tis falſe Heraldry. Ex- 
tend the: Arms of Mercy tobis Aid, - His Zeal 
may give him Title to your: Pity, altho* his 
Merit cannot claim your Love. Here you 


"have. Arms brought. in : _ by Head and 


Shoulders. I ſuppoſe the Delign was to 
keep up the Situation of the Alegory. _ But 
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ciples We 
Poi Riſesin his Addreſs;He falls 1 
Fit of DifſeQion, and hopes to gain his Mi- 
ſtreſs by cutting his Throat. He is for 
Ripping up his Faithful Breaft, to prove the + 
Reality of his Paſſion. Now when a Man 
.courts with lis Heart in bis Hand, .is muſt 
be great C 'torefuſe him, !:NoButch- 
er could have Thought of a more. moving 
Expedient ! However Amanda continues 
obftinate, and:is not in the uſual Humour 
of the Stage; » Upon this, like a well-bred 
Lover he ſeizes her by Force, and threat- 
ens to Kill her. Nay ſtruggle not for all*s 
in Vain, or Death, or Vittory, 1 am deter. 
mind. In this-rencounter the Lady proves 
too nimble, and ſlips through his TIOga: 
Upan this diſappointment, hecries, here's 
Divinity about her, and ſhe has diſpens'd 
ſome Portion on't to me. His Paſſion is Me- 
tamorphosd in the Turp of a hand : He is 
refird into a Platonick Admirer, and goes 
.* off as like a Town Spark as you would wiſh, 
And ſo much for the Poers fine Geatleman. 
. I ſhould now examine the Relapſer's 
Thoughts and Expreſſions, which are two 
other "Things of Conſideration in a Play. 
The Thoughts or Sentiments are the Expreſſt- 


P. I00, 


ons of the Manners, as Words are of the ph 


Q 2 Thoughts; 
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E-: Thoughts. Puc the view of the Chr 
| "5 _ th = gum cheers 1 
| Leav is 
Nan confiduchis Ploy withreſpe?t ro 

Three 'Olivies of” ime, Place, — 
OL 

And here the Reader may pleaſe to take 
notice, that the Deſign of theſe Rules, is 
to conceal the Fition of the Stage, to. 
rmakethe Pley.appear Natural, and to give 
itan Air of R , and Cover 

The largeſt Compaſs for the firſt Uniry 
is Twenty: Four 'Hours: But a pro- 
portion is more regular. To be exaCt, the 
Time of the Hiſtory, or Fable, ſhould not 
exceed that of the Repreſentation : Or in 
other Words, the whole ' Buſineſs of the 
Play, ſhould not be much longer than the 
Time it takes up in Playing. 

,The Second Uniry is that of Plare. To 
obſerve it, the Sceve muſt not wander from 
one Town, or Country to another. It 
muſt continue in«the ſame Houſe, Street, 
or at fartheſt in the ſame City, where it 
was firſt laid. The Reaſon of this Rule 
d s upon the Firff. Now the Com- 
paſs of Time being rait, m of Space 
muſt bear a : 
Long Journeys in Plays are ty, icable. 
The Diſtances of Place muſt = ſuited to 
Leiſure, and Poſſibility, otherwiſe the ſup- 
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var 17 roam go and abſurd. 


Third Unity | is that of -Attios; It con- 
ſiſts in contriving the chief- CIOS | 
Playſingle, and erm .the of 
one Perſon diftingui y great ahove the 
reſt. All he Foe ef muſt as it - 
were ſerve' under one Geneiel«  Andthe 
lefſer Tntrigues or Under-plots, have ſome 
Relation to the Main. The very Oppoſi- 
tions mult be-uſeful, and appear realy tobe 

:d, and Countermin'd. "To: re- 
preſent Twoconſiderable Aftions indepen- ' 
dent of each. other, : s the Beauty of 
Subordination, weakens the Contrivance, 
and dilutes the Pleaſure. - It ſplits the P/ay, 
and makes the Pozm double. He that 
would-ſee more upon this Subje&t may con- 2/cmw/e 
ſult Corneifle ; to' bring theſe/'Remarks to Oni 
the Cafein hand. Arnd'here-we may ob- y:. ; 
ſerve how the Relapſer fails in all the Rules 
above -— pm 

Iff. _—_ ' by modeſt Computation 
takesup a Work bur Five Days you 
muſt Bo bk at the Jowelt.. One Day 
muſt be ſpent 1n the Firſt; Second and part 
of the Third 4#, before Lord Foplington 
ſets forward to Sir Tanbelly, Now the 
py nk of the Diſtance, 'the-Pomp of the 

nue, and the Nicenefs of the Perſon 
being eonſider'd; the Journey down, and . 
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230 | /Remarks-opon 
up again, cannot be laid under Four Days.” | 
2.85 Toput this out of doubt, Lord Foplingtor, | 


is particularly careful to "tell Coupler, ow | 
concern'd he was not to 4. ore for feax | 


of, diſordering his Coach- Horſes, The Laws © | 
| of Place, are no better obſer wy than thoſe 
' _ - of Time. In the'Third Aa the Play is in 


Town, in the Fourth 4% *cis troll Fifty 
FR Miles off, and'in the Fifth A# in London 
| again, Here Pegaſ# ſtretches it to pur-. 
i poſe! This Poet 1s fit to ridea Match with 
Witches. Juliana Cox never Switched a 
{ Broom-ſtock with more APY This 
; 1s exactly, 


: Totes a W, abs sTown, and Tits at Iing- 
ton. | 


would think by the probability of 
ay we the Plot: had been ſtolen from 
Dr. U-——=s. 4 

The Poer*s Succeſs in the laſt Unity of | 
AZ7tion is much the fame with the former. ' 
'Low elace Amanas, and Berinthia, ſhave no 
ſhare 1n the mam Buſineſs. Theſe Second- 
rateChardfters are adetached Body : Their 
Intereſt is perfe&ly Foreign, and they are 
neither Friends nor. Enemies to the Por. 
Taung Faſhion does not ſo much as ſee them 
till the Cloſe of- the Fifth A#, and then | 


rhey meet only to fil the Srage : And yet 
theſe 
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. _ @he:RnLarsn.;: 
theſe Per/ons:are in the, Poets accoune, 
conſiderable ; Infomuch that Im beat 
named his Play from the Figuze -ofEwq 
of them. This. neſs of: Per/eng,; di- 


{tint Company, and. inconnexion of Af- 


airs, deſtroys the. Unity of the Poe. The 
contrivance is jult! as Wiſe as, it- would be 
to cut a Diamond in two. ./There-is-a loſs 
of. Luſtre in: the Diviſion. Iacreafing «the 
Number, abates the. Value, and. by mak- 
ing/ it more, you. make it leſs... ; +...” 
Thus/far I have examin'd the Dramati f 
Merits of. the:P/ay. And. upon: enquiry, 
it appears @ Heap of Irregulargies..:'Fhere 
is neither Propriety in.the Naw, nor Cone 
trivance in: the Plot, .gor. im10- the 
Charatters, 'Tis a thorough ContradiQtion 
ro. Nature, and..impofſible in Tie, and 


| ho 


* 
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Place. | It's Shining Graces, as the Author prif” = 


calls;them,  are;Blsſphemy and Bawary, toge- 
ther with a mixture of .Oaths, and.Curn ig: 
Upon the whole ; The Relapſer's Judgmeax, 
and his Morals, are pretty well adjuſted. 


The Poet, is not much better than the Mas. me *_ 


As for the Profane part, 'tis hideous and fu- 
perlative. But this I have conlider'd elfe- 
Where. All that I ſhall ' obſerve here is, 
that the Author was ſenſible of this Ob- 
jection. His Defence 1n his Preface 15 moit 
wretched : He pretends to know nothing 


of the Matter, and that tw all Printed; 


Q 4 | Whicti 
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132 Remarks upon, '&e. — 
Which 'only proves his Confidence equa 
to the-reft of his Virtues. To out-face 
feming there's 0 fi Kin ve Bling, 

e's no ſuch Sm as B/a L 

which is the greateſt Blaſphemy of all. 

His Apology conſiſts in railing at the Cley- 

; a certain Sign of ill Principles, and ill 

ners. 'This He does at an unuſual 

rate of Rudeneſs and Spite. He calls them 

the Saints' with Screw'd " Faces, and Wry 

Moaths, And aftera great deal of ſcurrilous 

rear yu to ns he adds; 

any Man h s to be offenaea at 4 Sto 

Pref. Li Cock and. Bel 4nd 4 Prieft. and a Bull. 

4s Arad, 08s 7 beg his Pardon, &c.” This is brave 

-»y in L;i- Bear-GardenTanguage! The Relapſer would 

rhuania, do well to tranſport his Muſe ro Samoar- 

forreeef gan. There "rig likely he might find Lei- 

Bears, ſure to lick his Abortive Brat imto ſhape 5 

Pere 4% And meet with proper Buſineſs for his 

= Dive; Temper, and Encouragement for his Ta- 
__ Frars&c. lent. 

P- 240» 2 QT; 


CHAP. 


SR A NES; "0. 8. EO 
# fot oe = 5 Sonja 
+ EY, 
; 7 ey 
» by yo p 2 | 
p #1 &, wo y 
£ $3 Iz % 2 33 . 
- K ; "24 ». 
: (134) + : 
DD —— 6.4 S W—_ » 
oo P SA. 3% 
— - ; pe ———_—_—_ DH » Go 
*y gf M EO er i 0 
I 


ET IF 
The Opinzn ' of the | Pagans, of the 
Church, and State, chncermug the 
Stage. a cs 


Fs in the foregoing Chapters dif- 
HL 
the Em tape : in this Laſt 
preſent * Reade? with a ſhort View of 
the Senſe -of Ayriquity, To which I ſhall 
add ſome Moderz Authorities ; From A 


i 


XY 


which it will appear that Plays have ge- 

nerally been look*'d- on as the Narſerres : 

of Vice, the Corrapters of Toath, and the {| 

Grievance” of the Country where they are | | 

ſuffer'd © * j] 

- 'This -proof from Tef/imony ſhall be / 

ranged under theſe three Heads. 

nder the Firſt, I ſhall cite ſome of 
the moſt celebrated Heathen Pi doghers, 

Orators,” and 'Hiftorians ; Men of the big- 

- geſt Conſideration, for Senſe, Learning, 
and Figure. The = | 
Second, 'Shall confiſt of the Laws and 

Conſtitutrons of Princes, &c. The 

'- Third, Will be drawn from Charch-Re- 

_ cords, from Fathers, and Conneils of unex- 


ceptionable 
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234 The Dpinion of the Pa cans 

ceptionable Authority, both as to Perſons, 
and Time.” S * 

| -1/*. T ſhall. produce ſome of the moſt 
, celebrated Heathen Philoſophers &c. To 
Plet. 4: Begin with Plato. © This Philoſopher tells us 
arg "> that Plays raiſe the Paſſions, and per- 
Prepsr. © vert the uſe of them, and by conſequence 
Evang- Gare: dangerous to Morality: For this 
© Reaſon 6 baniſhes theſe Diverſions his 

© Common-Wealth. | | | 
Xenophon who was both a: Man of Ler- 
teri and a great General, commends the 
Cyroped. Perſians for the Diſcipline of. their Edu- 
?: 34+ cation. * They won't ( ſays he) ſo much 
© as ſuffer their Youth to, hear any thing 
* that's Amorous or Tawdry. They 
were afraid want of. Ballaſt might make 
them miſcarry, and that *twas dangerous 

to add weight to the Byaſs of Nature. 
Ariſtotle lays it down for a Rule , that 
*the Law ought to forbid Young, People 
Poliz. Liz. * the ſeeing of Comedies. Such permiſſions 
7- cap-17-< not being fſafe till Age and; Diſcipline - 
* had confrm'd them. 1n ſobriety, forti- 
* fied their Virtue, and made them as 1t 
© were proof againſt Debauchery. This 
put; Philoſopher who had look'd as. far .into 
Liz, s Humane Nature as. any Man, obſerves 
farther, *© That the force of Muſick and 
« Action is very affecting. It commands 
© the Audience and changes the Paſſions to 

. 5 a 
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© a Reſemblance of the Matter-beforethem. - 
So that where the- Repreſentation: is-foul, - 
ho Thoughts of 'the Company. mult ſuf- 
r. 7 TOR 
Tully crys out upon © Licentions Plays 7%*.Quef. 
© and Nw as the Ns of Sobriety, and - pany 
* wiſe Thinking : That Comeadyſubſiſts up- 4. 1. 
* on Lewdneſs, and that: Pleaſure is the 
© Root of all Evil. WES 
_ Livy, reports the Original of Plays 
among the Romezs. * He tells: us they 
* were /brought in-upon the ſcore of Re- 
* ligion, to pacifie the Gods, and remove a 
* Mortality, But -thea-He adds that. the 
* Motives are ſometimes good,. when the 
* Means are ſtark naught : 'That.the Re-,,, , 
* medy. in -this caſe was, worſe than the L14. 7. 
© Diſeafe; and the Atonement more. Infe- 
* Atious than the Plague. | 
Valerits Maximus, Contemporary. with 
Livy;-gives much /.the fame Account of 
theriſe-af Theatres 'at Rome, *T'was De- 
* yotion which. built: them. -And- as for 
© the Performances of thoſe Places, which 
© Mr. Dryden calls the Ornaments, this Au- 
* thor 'cenſures as. the Blemiſhes of Peate. 
And which is more, He affirms © They 
* were the Occaſions of Civil DiftraCtions ; 
* and -that the- Stare -farlt Bluſh'd.: and 
*therr Bled, for the Entertainment. He ;,;; ..' 
* concludes the conſequences: of Plays an- 2. + 
| © tolerable , 
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Natural 


7 cap. Z2 . 


Epift. 7. 


Anal. 


Lib. 14. 
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The Opinion of the Pagans 
* tolerable; And that the MeſBlienſes did well 
*in clearing the Country 'of them. Senece 
* complains heartily ' of the Extravagance 
©and Debauchery of the Age : And how 
* forward People were to improve in that 
* which was —_ That ſcarce any Body 
© would apply themſelves to the Study of 
* Nature and Morality, unleſs when the 
: Ac wy was ſhut, or the Weather 
foul. That there was no body to teach 
© Philoſophy, becauſe there was no body 
to Learn it: But that the Srage had Nar- 
© ſeries, and Company enough. This Mif- 
* application of time and Fancy, made 


- *Knowledpe in ſo il] a Condition. This 


< was the Cauſe the Hints of Antiquity 
* were no better .purſued ; that ſome In- 
© ventions were ſunk, and that Humane 
* Reaſon grew Downwards rather than 
© otherwiſe. And elſewhere he avers that 
* there is nothing more deſtruCttive to Good 
* Manners tban to run Idling to ſee Sights. 
* For there Vice makes an inſenſible A 

* proach, and ſteals upon us in the Dif- 
* ouiſe of pleaſure. 

'* Tacitns relating how Nero hired de- 
©cay'd Gentlemen for the Stage, com- 
* plains of the Miſmanagement ; And lets 
* us know *twas the partof a Prince to re- 
£leive their Neceffity, and not to Tempt 
<it. And that his Bounty ſhould _ 

* nave 
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Concerning the STAGE. oof 1 


© have ſet them -— vw il praftice, than 
<driven them 
I He- informs us 


And in 
N pon Wy danger, al kept Their Honour + earch 
a an F. 
* out of Harms-way, OS having no Play- 75” joch 15. 
Plys iQ $s Opinion of the Judiciows 5" Eran, 
P are erous to corrupt Young ** 
DO - Andrherefore Stage-Poetry when Andi pre. 
aol, was har; too hard , and Licentious, ought £4 2-7. 
was the Opinion of 
theſ: Celebrated Authors with reſpect to 
Theatres : They C them with the 
Corruption of Principles, and Manners, 
and hy in all maginable Caution againſt 
them. And-yet theſe Men-had feldom 
any thing but this World in ther Scheme ; 
and form'd their Judgments only upon 
Natural Light, and . Common Experi- 
ence, We ſee then to what ſort of Con- 
duQt we are oblig'd. The Caſe is plain; 
Unleſs we are little enough to renounce 
our Reaſon, and fall ſhort of Philoſophy, 
and live under the Pitch of Heatheniſm. 
To theſe Teſtimonies I ſhall add a Cou- - 
ple of Poets, who both ſeem good Judges 
of the Aﬀfairiin Hand. 
| The Furfinis Ovzd, whoin his Book De 
Arte Amandi, gives his Reader to under- 
Rand that the Play-Houſe was the moſt like- 


ly 
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' The Dpinton of the a 
ly Place for him to Forage in. Here would 
be Choice of all forts: Nothing more 


. commort than to ſee Beauty ſurpriz'd, Wo- 


men debauch'd, and Wenches Pick'd up 
at theſe Diverſions. 


Sed tu precique curvis venerare Theatris, - 
Hes loca yo voto fertiliora tuo. 
m—— rait' ad celebres __— Famina 
'Lnados ; 
Copia Jjadicium ſepe morata means eſt: 
Spettatum veniunt, veniunt Spedtentur ut 
ipſe; 


like locus cafti damna pudoris habet. 


And afterwards relating the inp” 
beginning of Plays at the Rape of the Sabine 
Virgins, he adds, 


Scilicet ex illo ſolennia more T heatra 
Nunc quoque formoſis inf idioſa mayent. 


This Author ſometime after wrote the 
Remedy of Love. Here he pretends to'Pre- | 
{cribe for Prudence, if not for $ | 
And to this purpoſe, He forbids the: fering 
of Plays, and'the reading of, Poers, eſpect- 
ally ſome of them. Such Recreations being; 
apt to feed the Diſtemper, : he make the 
Patient Relapſe. 


At 


Difſolution of Manners, + + . 2 
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Concerning-the STATS 2094 
: Dum: bent de vacuo Pebtore cedat amor, - 
Enctvant unimos. Cithare, Cantaſque, hre- 

wy TRE | | 


Et 70%, PMENEET Us brachia mots ſaws. Remed. 3 
Wit aſſrdue' itt; ſaltantur amantss, _ 2 
aid cautas, ator, quid juuet, arte docet. \'i 


In his De Triſtibus, He endeavours to 
make: ſome Amends for - his: ſcandalous 
Poems, and gives Auguſtus a ſort of Play 
for:a Publick Reformation. Amongſt other 
Things, he adviſes the ſuppreſling of Plays, 
as being the. promoters of Lewdnels, and 


» 


tamer' \ hoc" fatear ludi quoque ſemina 11iz. + 
prebent | 
. Nequitize, tolli tota Theatra jube. 


;;To the - Teſtimony of Ov4d, I could 4 
add Plautwe, : Propertius, and Javenal, but "al 
being not willing to overburthen the Rea- 
der, I ſhall content my ſelf with the Plain- 
Dealer as one better known at Home. 5 
This Poet in his Dedication to Lady B, 
ſome Eminent Procureſs, pleads the Me- 
rits of his. FunQtion, and infiſts. on being * 
Billeted upon Free Quarter. Madam (fays 
he) 1 think a Poet ought to be'as free of 


your 
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240" The Opinion of the'ST&T 
Þ colts fo "of both ; "— 
. 4s neceſſary to ſuch as you, as the 'Ballad-fing- 
er to the Pick-parſe, in Convening the Cullies 
tp. Ded, #4 the Theatres to be pick d up, 'and Carried 
to « Supper, "and Bed, at jour Houſe 


6 = | . This 
7 is Evidence, and ne*re: the leſs true, 
_ for theAir of a Jef}. 
F- " Place, proceed to the Cenſares of the 
- 
m 'Stage i 
| Laws a Comecie dares . 
Pl. vs. To begin” with the Athenians. This 
Gler. 4 People tho? none of the worſt Friends to 
, #henient. the. Plaj-Houſe * thought a Comedy ſo un- 
* reputable a Performance, that they made 
© a Law that' no Judge of the -Areopagns 
* ſhould make'one. - * 2 | 
>1ur Le. The Lacedemonians, who were remark- 
can Inſti. able for the Wiſdom of their Laws, the 
7%  Sobrietyof rheir Manners, 'and their Bree- 
ding of brave Men. - This Government - 
would not endure the Sage in' any Form, 
nor under any Regulation.” ; 
Cie dere To paſs on to the Romans.  Twly in- 
pub. Lis, forms us *that their Predecsſſowrs counted 
+ cred ,* all Srage-Plays uncreditable and Scanda- 
Zine © © lous. In ſo-much that any Roman who 
Li6.2. - *turn'd AFor was not onlyrobe Degraded, 
9 2:44 but likewiſe as it were dicorporaed, 
; K2- 
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- Concerning/the'ST Aon. 941 
4nd unnaruralized by- the ka hos the | 
FH *\Cenſors. . 4 | 
.*2/St. Auguſtine in choafhnhd Bak, ronk- Ho 
& mends the Romans for refuſing tle Fas; Ci- *? 
witatis - A = ſeizin Tie Free- 
doms, a ng:them Foragn 
_ -2o thai ou = OF 3 
;} We read in{Livy that cos Young Bib- on... PF 
ple in Rome ke Op 7- 1 
thenvelves. *They would'riotfuffer this 
© Diverſion to be blemiſh'd :by:the Stage. 2 nifri- 
< Forthis Reaſon, as theHiſtorufybblerves, = Pole 
* the For) of rhe" Fabuls"Attillane' wete 
* neither expell'd-cheir Tyibe,:nidr. refuſetbto 
fi fiſerve in Amr Both which Vatakicsirap- 
* pears the Common Players layiunders "1 
T——_ the Theodofiait Codes P gate XV. Cod. 
fone inhoneſte'; that-is,)ro' Tr t Theo, Tit. 
ſoftly, perſons Maim'd, and Blamifh in "2-375 
their” Panutatipn. Their Pictares-might 
be ſeen ax the PlajsHouſe, but! were" nor | 
-permitted to hang. 11n-any credxable Place ms Hos 
of 'the Town. Upon'\this Texd'\Gothofrog "i 
tells us the FunQtion of Players wascounted | 
ſcandalous by the Civil Law: Li's. And rurpe mus 
that thoſe who came upon rhe $tageto di- 7. 
vert"the people, had'a mark of Intamy fot | 4 
upon'them.  Famoſt ſunt ex Edit. as hus-qui 
'F ſhall now come down-to*bur Own neourur 
Conftirmion.” And I find\ by yg Bis, os, 
h _ 4 E mo ap, 7. D00nr" fl” BLat- 165d. p. 
wards, 375 
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_- The Opinion of the State 
-wards ,... Common Players of Enter- 
+. _udes, Counterfeft Egyptians, &«. ſhall 
+ .- 2 .be--taken,” adjudged-and veem'd Kogues, 
2 ergy and flurdy . beggars, and 
hall ſuſtain-all Jain and. Puniſhment, 
;AS by this Art is in that bebait appointed. 
*The Penaltiesareinfamoustothelaſtdegree, 
. ..c -ab'd Capital too, unlels they. give over. *Tis 
.- 4 aus, the firſt {#excepts thole Plgers which 
-beiong:to-a Baron oz other Perionage 'of 
+-+: 2.  Highce Degree, and are authozized toPlay 
. + 1:2, unyer the Pand anv Seal-of Armes of ſuch 
'-  Paron,:02 Perſonage, But by:thelater $:4- 
away: Andall ofthemareexpreſly brought 
under the Penalty without DiſtinRion.. 
--, - | | About the Year 1580, there was aPeti- 
...: tion made to Queen Elizabeth for ſuppreſ- 
 .-* ſing of .Play-Houſes. Tis ſomewhat 're- 
-markable, and therefore I ſhall:ranſcribe 
; ſome part of the Relation. BY - xr 
Many. Godly Citizens, and other well dif- 
ſed Gentlemen of London, conſidering that 
'Play-Houſes ana Dicing-Houſes, were Traps 
. for Toung Gentlemen and others, ana. per- 
cetving the many Inconveniencies and great 
| damage that-would enſue upon the long Jo 
©. fering of: the ſame, not..only to particular 
+ 1...» Perſons bat to the whole City ; And that it 
would alſo be a great diſparagement to. the 
©...  Governours, and a diſbonour to the Govern- 
By. ment 


. ris. Article affirm, 


Codekinigy tho$43 642 
mnt of "thit: Howarable Ley, Mg 


Libirnkes ef who thereupon made humble 
jo 2 fo beth 4nd her Privy Coun- 
obtain'd- leave "of | her > Mujefty\ to 
tha the hens our of * #he City, and to: Pull 2. Rewlidge 
wickin them" Liberties, wikicho atcordinghy wit our, tec. 
| penn P-2, 3: 4+ 
ec. were quite put dywn arid ſuppreſs d. _ "ar 


I 'T fhall give a-Modern Inſtance or two g,,.,,,... 


| from France, and fo conclude theſe Autho- Der. 20. 


Part. 


rities, 
In the Year 1696, we are inform'd 
by a Dutch Print, M. þU Archeveque 
af, wje, &c. © That the Lord Arch-Biſhop 
* ſupported by the Intereſt of ſome Rel- 
* gious Perſons at Court, has done his ut- 
© moſt to ſuppreſs the Publick Theaters by 
© degrees; or at lealt toclear them of Pro- 
«faneneſs. | 
And laſt Summer the Gaz#s in the Pa- 
*That the King has or- 
rd the rabies Players. to retire out of _ 
uſe they did not obſerve his 2 
, Matic Orders, ck repreſented immo- nts 
* delt Pzeces, and did not corre& their Obs Fara. 


* ſeenities, and indecent . KG oy 17. 
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1 'Ehe ſme:  Incligence thaykas Week af- 


tergy ac 


quaints:us\*.that ſome. Perſons 


of 


« the firit+ Quality at. Court, whowere -- 


©Profetiors 'oF:rhefe Comedians, . had fo 
"cited: the}Erench King. 


mn bur "their Nequeds: had no 


ME 


to.recal his Order 
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an.end tacke Modem 
al ſubjo joyn. a fort of. Pa« 


lifk'd aboutxwo Years Gnce 


; - c-byrths Biſhop, of. Arr gs in F{apders: The 
Reader fhalthave as much. of it d6.conceres 
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LG 


countr 
.a/es 


de Paris'les joint ans Sorciers, '& aux Magiciens, 
& les regarde.comme manifeſtement infames; Le . 
Eveques les plu {gr” lex font refuſer publiquement, 
les Sacremens ;; Nous avons veu un des premutrs 
Evequeg dg France ne voulow pas par cette raiſon re- 
cevoir att mariage un komme dc ct etat ;, un autre 
ng Vouloir pas keur accoracr laterre Sainte; Fr dans 


R Z tes 


The-Opinion/of the State: 


les Statuts « AE ro bien plas illuſtre per ſor me- 
rites pd \ Þ awſterits de ſa vid que 
ur la pourgre dont il e F pn mag on les trouve gvec 
ET C( ICHO11ALY C 7M les')f uriers, tes' i prematenurs, 
les Femmes debauchtes, les excommunits —_— 


les rus; errSedquely, per 
nd {cove quien = 


eft done in Wews le Comedic ſans 
vonloir tondavher P Efhiſe, let ſaints peres, hiſs | 
ſaint Prelazs, mais il ne oft pas F moins de ju | 
cence gui par leur afſiftance a ces peftacle non ſeult- 
ment prennent pert au mal qui Sy fait MIGLS CONEY 1- 
foe ” mime _ 4 retenir 4 Rag tg 
es de Satan s Knre pro s pou 
2 | des Sacremens de Þ Fd, met > Das un ny 
Ep pernel de peche & hors de Jalut Pils ne abandon- 
WON ,—=oo-n 
Eta egard des Camediens & Commediennes, Nous 
defendons tres expreſſement 2 nos paſteurs & 4 mos 
Confeſſeurs des les recevory aux Sacremens fi ceneſt 
Trois Let» gu its aient fait Penitence de leur peche," donnd des 
Es es 4 , renonce d leur Etat, & re- 
> Ju po wie ſatisfattion publique telle que nous j ge 
de leur ordonner, le Scandale pi 
pry one donne, Fait & ordonnd # Arras le qua- 


Kg = trite jour de Decembre mil fix cent Feng 


At Det Gm, 
ro97. | Guy Evique ES 
| . B plas bas 
by * Par Aonſeigneur 
Z "CARON. 
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Concerning the STLGE," 


1. 


Tn Engliſh thus, A i 


An Order of the moſt Iilu- 
frriows and moſt Reverend. 
| Lord Biſbop of Arras 4 
\ gainft TIvS... 4 + 


"4 
6.3 


'UY DE SEVE DB: ' ROCHE ; 
CHOUART. by the grace-of God, 
© &. Biſhop of Arras. Toall the Fairhful' 
bt ,- -= Town Ma — 6 mg 
© diction, A Man mu Ignorant 
© of his Religion, not to: arr great 
y —_— always declard, for Pab-" * 
< lick Sights,” and for Plays'in particular. v2 
The Holy Fathers condemn them in” 
* their Writings ; They look' upon them' 
« as reliques Heatheniſm, and Schools'of 
© Debau ; They have been'ralways 
« abominated by: the Church ;:And not- 
* withſtanding thoſe who are concern'd' 
6 in this Scandalous Profeſſion, .are' nor”. 
* abſolutely expell'd- by a Formal Excotn- 
© munication; yet She  publickly: refuſes 
© them the Sacraments, and'bmitsno 
« upon all Occaſions, to ſhewther Averſion' © 
* for this Eniployment, and to' transfule 
4 * the 


The Dpinion of the State 
© the ſame ſentiments into her Children: 
©'The Rztaals of the beſt govern'd Dioceſes, 
© have ranged the Plazers among thoſe - 
* whom the Pariſh Prieſts are oblig'd.to 
© treatias Rxeommunicated Petfons. The 
© \Ritaal. of Paris joyns 'them with Sorce- 
© rers, and Magicians, and looks upon them 
* as notorioufly infamous; The moſt emi- 
* nent Biſhops for Piety,, have [publickly 
© denied them the Sacraments : Forthis 
© reaſon, we our ſelves have known one 
© ofthe nidſt conſiderable Biſhops in France, 
© turn back a iP/ajer rhat came to be Mar- 
© ried; Anti an' other of the fame Order 
© refuſed | to' bury them in Conſecrat 

* Ground: And by the Orgers of a Biſhop, 
*who 1s much more illuſtrious for ' his 
* Worth, for his Piety, and the Stritneſs 


_ «* of his Life, than .for the: Purple in his 


Habit ; They are thrown':among(t For- 
©nicators,; Uſurers, Blaſphemers, Lewd 
© Women, [and declar'd-Excommunicates, 
.amohtg(t.-the Infamous, and' Simoniacal, 
* and other: Scandalous Perſons who are 
©mthe Liſt -ofthoſe- who ought publickly 


©to: be barr!d Communion. 


.'* Unleſs therefore we have a mind'to 

<@ndemt the: Church, the Holy Fathers, 

and the moſt' holy Biſhops, *tis impoſh- 

© ble to- juſtifie Plays ; neither is the De- 

fence of thoſe lets impradticable, _ 
« 

| Y 


Cuneerning the Sings: 
* by their Countenance of theſe Diverſions, 
* not only have their” ſhar&6f che” Miſ- 
* cliief thers"dotle; but” coneribiiteut the 
* ame time t6Aix'th 3 Sig agree 17 
© of Satan'in'a' Profeſſion; Which by de-' 
* priving them of the Sacraments of the” | 
* Churct , Jeaves them under": conftant | 


* neceflity of Sinning, and outof-alt hopes ** 


* of being faved, unleſs 'they give it 
(4 OVer.----- ; G doh wires WE ? 
From the general Unlawfulneſs of Plays, | 


the Biſhop proceeds 'to argue 'riore ftrong-' 


ly againſt ſeeing them at times' which are 
more particularly devoted to Piety, and 
Humihation : And therefore heftrictly for- 
bids his Dioceſs the Play-Houſe in Advent, 
Lent,' or under any publick Calamy. And 
at laſt concludes in this Manner. - oh 
'* As for' the Caſe of Players both Men, 
* and Women, we expreſly forbid all our 
* Reors, Paſtors, and Confeffaurs, to adv 
© mit them to the Sacraments, unkſs they 


© ſhall repent- them of their Crime, make 


* proof of their Reformation, '/ renounce - 
©their Buſieſ5, and tetrieve the Szandal 


* they have given, by ſuch puhlick Sarisfa- © © 


© ion as we fhall think proper'to injoyn + -- 
them. Made and Decreed at Arras the ' 
© fourth day of 'December 1695. | 

Guy Biſhop of Arras. &c. 


Il 


259 The Opinionof the Church” | 


I ſhall now in the wrt 
, . Third Place, give a ſhort Account of th 
Senſe of the Primitive Church concerning 
thalgpe :' Aa firſt T ſhall inſtance in her 
Councils | 


Am. 305. The Council of Iliberis, or Collioure in 
Con. 67. Spain, decrees, | 
:©Thar it. ſhall not. be lawful for any 
© Woman _ is _—_ or > jog 
© or a probationer for Baptiſm, to-Ma 
© or > Catia any Comedians or pag : 
© whoever takes this Liberty ſhall be Ex- 
* communicated, = 74 
4m. 314. © The Firſt Council of Arles, runsthus, 
Cen. 5. « Concerning Players, we have thought 
| *fit to Excommunicate - them as long as 
| * they continue to AG, 5 
4m. 452. The Second Council of Arles made their 
| 20th Canon ro the ſame purpoſe, and al- 
moſt in the fame Words. | 
An, 397. The Third Council of Carthage, of which 
Can. 11. St, Auguſtine was a Member, - ordains, 
©'That. the Sons of Biſhops, or other 
. « Clergy-men ſhould not. be permitted to 
*$:cularis © furmaſh out Publick Shews, or Plays * or 
ſoefaca's, « be preſent at.them : ,Such. ſort of Pagan 
xifeſtly © Extertainments being forbidden all. the 
compre- © T.aity. It being always unlawful for all 


"A {ORF BoB 
"4 'e © Chriſtians to comeamoneg(t Blaſphemers. 


This 


MA ns Cr 


1 ere [on GCdvtn ns 
err levelld 
And the reaſon of the oe Divan 


every 4ot' as againſt the Englifb, s 
in wy s of this Coil i 

y.the: 35th Capor #*t 
decreed, 


\s That AForror others belonging tothe 
c * Stage, who-arecither Comverts, or Peni- 
* centz, upon-aRelapſe, ſhall not; be denied 


* Admiſſion gntothe Church, -[This is far- 


| ther; proof , that Players as long as they 
kept to- thei Employment were bare'd 


Another a does Comuntil declares, 


+ That the Teſtimony of People of ill an: 424: 
* Reputation, of Players, and others of ſuch ©** 


© ſcandalous Employments, ſhall not bead- 
© mitted againſt any Perſon. 

j Ly Second Council of Chadlon ſets 
ort 


© from all over: Entertainments 


* iflecebris. ) Andas for the Smutty, and Li- 


© centious Infolence of Players, and Buf- | 


; ous, ket them not only declinethe Hear- 
ing it themſelves, but wi conclude 
* the Lazty oblig'dto the ſame Condutt. 
I could cite many more Authorities of 
this Kind, but being conſcious of the Ni os. 
neſs 


* 


© That Clergy men ought | to abſtain Council. 


Cabilon- 
Aun. 813+ 


. + in Muſick or Show, ( Oculorum auria meat Con. g. 


DEED 4 


neſs of the Aer, 1 ſhall"forbear, and'pro- 
ceed to'the Teſtimony of the Fathers. | 


To begin with Theophilus Biſhop of An- 

zioch, wholived in the Second Century. 
Lilr.z. «d .' ©? Tis not lawful (fays he) for us to be 
_.. £ —_— ab, the Prizes of your Glediatdvs, 
* teſt by''this* means we ſhould be Acceſſa- 
© r:e5 to the Murthers*there ' committed. 
© Neither dare we preſime upon the Liber- 


6+ > 4X LS OS. -"x "Sa eas Os... 
* Spells 2 your other Shews;”* beſt ' out 'Sen- 


ſhould be tinQtur'd;"and difoblip'd, 
* with Indecency, -and'Profaneneſs. The 
* Tragical DiftraQtions' of Terews and" Thy- 
© eſtes, are Nonſenſe t6'us. -We'ate' for 
* ſeeing/no' Repreſentations of ' Lewlneſs. 
* The Stage Adulreries of 'the Go#s, and 
* Hero's, ave unwartantable Entertain- 
< ments : Ando much the worſe, becaule 
F the Mercenary Players ſet' them off with 
* all the Charmsand Advantagesof Speak- 
© ing. © God forbid that Chriftrans who are 
* remarkable 'for Modeſty, "and Refervd- 
© neſs; who areobliged to Diſciplite;/ and 
frrand -upin Virtue, God forbid* I'fay, 
* thatwe ſhotild diſhogcur'vur Thoiwghts, 
much le our Praftice; with ſuch -Wick- 
© ednefsas Thist: 117 09990009007 30 21 
'  Tertullian Who hv dat the! latteriend 
of this "Century ''is "copious ' upor: this 
Subjet;; Ifhall Tranflate but ſome Parr of 
| ir, 


cula, 


+," 
= 3.4: 


© oooh mea 
OI Hr 
Tas SY in ai Colon And 


nes SD -—- 
; ies of TOWF bt > : LY 
" of the Play. Ceca | 

of the Bear-(arder 
« had. pot Liberty. 40, ft ſt, 


ray 


* and determine the -orn | 4 
* Why can't, we. iow he RE vilege ? i 
© Whas Offence.isigthen i  ——_— 


*you.in the Idea: of: SariahoRion?, If, we 

"-wag' ; 'underſtand;40; brighten; our Hu- 

* mour, and live: pleaſantly, where's: the 

© harm 2.If any. body: has the. worſt ont | 
tis analy our ſelves. a: 

His 200k de Spettaculis was wrote on 
purpole:to Snals wm m 
ke, he Plot .of. the ' Heatbens,| of - 
which the. Play-Houſe :was: ones In his 
fioſt. PE Lves: them. to :under- 4 

'hat [the-" enour. of cheir+Faith, A 

== 'Reaſdn. of Prigciple, and the:Qrder , - © 
© of Diſcipline,, had-barr'd them theEnter- k 
* trainments/ of the Town. - And:therefore 
, nk exhorts them. 40; refreſh their Me- 
* mories, 


RU ng. 
UEDA» 
A 


crews! Af Senſe. 
<tle them but ken rex of Ser Privie : 
*,/'Phey* hover in uncertaitity -becau e tis 

«not faid 45 expreſly thow-thall-not go'to. 
© the * Play-Houſe, as *tisehiou ſhake norKill.' 
< But this'looks more like Fencing thin At- 

©onment{/* For we: have'the Meaning"of 
<the Protubition tho-Hot the Sound, inthe 
Firſt-Pſalm:* Bleſſed is th# Man that walhs 
x0t in the Council of the Ung oo ons nor flands 
in the way of Sinners, nor Jn in Scar os the 
Scortful. 

"© The Cenſors whoſe: BuſineG eas t 
- © rake" care of Regularity' and - rs, 
©I6ok'd orntheſe Play-Honfes as- no edi 
£ than Barteries: upory Virtue and Sobtier 
© andifor-this Rexſba+ often pulPd chein 

© down” before' they' were wollSuilk - So 
©tharhete we can argue from the-Pre- 
©cenents of: meer Nature,” and plead thi 
arkods iginft themſelves. Upon this 


09% _ © yew 


« cation, and called it Venus 3 Gi- 
« ving .them.to- underſtand: at the ſame 
+ time that there were Bexches:under it/for 
< Diverſion;/-:He was afraid if he had not 
© gone this: way';to- Work, "The Cenſors- 
« might afterwards have razed the Monu- 
« ment, -and branded his Memory. Thus a 
« Scandalous Pile -of Building was - <q 
« tected : The: Temple cover'd' the Play- 
« Houſe, and Diſcipline was 'baffled by 


© Superſtition. But the Delign'is notab 

« ſuited EI > 6 '*/and "The Play- 
* Venus. Theſe two, Confederate Devils {yin 
© of Luſt and Meat do well toge- ::Barchus. 

* ther. [The very FunQtions of the Players 
_ < reſemble their © Proteffors;rrand -are in- 
« ſtances of Service and Acknowled 
© Their Motian-is 'effeminase;, - and theit 
< Geſtures :yitious and:-Significant: And. 
<rhus. they worſhip the Linury of :one 
« 1dol, and-the Lewdaneſs of the other. | 
\ - * And granting the Regards of Quality, 14i <4. 
* the Advantages of. Age}--or Temper, '* 
* may fortifie ſome People; granting Mo- I 
« deity ſecur'd, - and: the 'Diverſion; as it "A 
* were refin'd: by this Means; Yet. r__ 
| bh 


*2henjc if wb Cools ly _ ſure 


f:46+work: errrgrunr ir:Cankts, ſolicite 


5the -Fancy,-.and. brighten: 'the:'Original 
5.Pkaſine. 7 Burifa Dan pretends/to be a 


ES Play, kie- falls. under: another 


Ibid. cap. | 
22, 


. *-pole. 


s Imputation;.:;/For:where there:.is no Im- 
 prefſion,: there' can be'no Pleaſure: And 
*then-the Sprifator 1s very. much _ 
-pertintnt, 1 going where he 

* thing: for :bis Pains. And: at this are 

Fel; 1 ſuppoſe Chriftians have:ſomething 

* elſe to do than to ramble about-to no pur- 


:* Even tick very Magiſtrates who abet 


, the Stage, diſcountenance- the Players, 


. * They 1 matize their; Character, and 
*cramp: their Ereedoms. i The whole 
: Fribe. of them; aw of all = 
mpur-and. Privilege. are” neither 
+ ſuffer'd to: be Lords, nor- Gentleinen : 
* Tocome-within':the Seaate, :or:harangue 


© the Pooplgy/orfoinuch as tobe. Members. 


ofa Cammon-Conhcil. Now what Caprice 
"And Inconliftency-is this? 'To:1ove what 
* wc puniſh, dad teſſen:thoſewhom wead- 
«dire! To cry. up the Myſtery, and = 
*1ure 


nn ES 
and eh Doſe caſant. 


E, row the | Devil throws-in- a- Cordial 


© Drop/to-make the Draught” go down ; 
© Andteals ſome few Ingredients from the 


f Diſpenſatory of Heaven. - In ſhort, look 


; _—_ 1the ging Sentences of the 
; Thc Aus of- Fortitude,” and 


« the Finelsof: the CGondudt; Look upon 
*zt- only 1. fay:as: Honey dropping from: 
«the Bowels-of a:Toad, or: —_ of 2 
« Spider :. Ler:your Health over-rule your 


*©Pleaſurez and:don' t dic of a little Ligeor- 


«ne 
"Roar Chriſtina; ain Gr Bo" 


©+errainmenit-is not. yot:. you are t90 Cra- 
*-ying and ill managed if yooare ſo ww” 
*for 


6 bee lieele withour i it; - 

*ſires the- ſameavith aj o'be 

ot d #p1d tobe with Chr; wry: 

* ip: to our 'pretentibns, -a er Pleaſure 
© betrue to Inchnation: -* . 


**< But if yow'ean'r wait for Delight + if rad cap. 
©.you: muſt be pur into preſent Polleſſion, 29 


« wee'l caſt 'the Cauſe upon” thats Ifſue. 
© Now- were you-not unreaſonable,” you 
© would” perceive:the Liberaliti&s/of Provi- 
* dence; and-find: your ſelf almoſt in- the 
* midi of 'SatisfaQuon. - For. what can be 
00006 hut porting than the Friendſhip of 


6 « lon of cur Sins? What prarer Pleaſure 
© canthere be, than-toſcorn Pleas d? 


©to: contemn+the World ? Andi to be'a 
* Slave to:Nothing ? *Tis.a 
(faQtionT take it,to havea clear 
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Cirem va Fiverre to 
© Circa arre. may hot: improperly. 
'© be; calld&-»che: (Chazy of, wr improper 
{ Away. then-with theſe Lowd, Uogodly 
*Diverkons, and which -are- but 


© dence either in words I 
« ted by the Stage ? Dooche Buſibons " © 
© take-almoſ-all manner of Liberties, and 1 
© plunge throvgh Thick and/Fhin,to-make. | 
c * a jeſt? Now thoſe who are affetedwith a 
* vitious {atisfaftion, Will bebaunted-with 
* the Idea, and ſpread the Infe&ion.:But 
* if a man is not entertain'd/to' what pur- 
* poſe ſhould he go ['Thither Why ſhould * Y 
« he be fond: where he finds and 1 
* court that which fleeps 1upan the Senſe. ? 7 
* If ris ſaid theſe Diverſions are taken-0n- #7 
< ly 20 unbend the Mind,/and refreſh Na= | 
{ture alittle. To this 1; anſwer, That | 
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* een 
; expres Scripture; '- meer. Modefty 
 * (lays-he ly'the Text: (And 
* let - Nas vern born "Revelation 
* does nat: reach. © -Sonte- Thing 
« black to lie upon Paper, and -are-\mofe 
«fr becauſe unmentiond. 
ee of Corn hc dee 
 , wow ion it 
| - <ded to. particulars. grin Caſe: - 
wr To Torvd fun. Ir 

Dy 0 puts: Peop) 
« mind of- what they: do ;-And 
© thus -thie” force: of the recep lo loſtdy 
. * naming the Crime.” Beſides; what | 
. * we. ' any.» farther Inftruftion!? Dileſn 
« andy general- Reſtraint-makes/' up: the 
« Meaning ofthe Law;and:Common Rea- 
* ſon will rell you ond have ery ane 
| left _ I would have/”e | 


—_ "This @ good way to Cw 
*him-from1 thoſe: Rules 
© which a-Man- has we -ut-for: him- 
« ſelf,” he:commonly-makes.moft uſe of «> 
And after-having; deſcrib'd the infamous 
Diverſions of-rhe Ply-Horſe, He expoſt- 
lates in this Manner. 
© What buſineſs has a Chriſtian at- fach 
6 rien as theſe ? A-Chriftianwho AT 
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* upon Duty.” i Toi make Vic Familiar to 
«the car; -is the! way''ro- recommend” it. 
« And ſirce the mind'of Manhas a Natu- 
© ral; Bent.to-Bxrravaganice 3 how IS it 
© kkely\'to:hold/ out under? le,, and 


* Invitation ?;-If you puſh that which Tot 


+:zers alreadyy whither will it tumble ? 

* Inearceft,. we-mult draw ioff our Incli- 
*-nations-from theſe Vanities: - A.Chriſtian 
+:has :much// better. S; iobti"thian theſe to - 
$look at; lhe 3 has ſolid Satifatics'; in his 
' #15 Sg 7 19% EPower, 
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© A' well. work'd: Poem is: a power: 
* piece of, Impoſture : Is; maſers the Fan- 
«© cy, and -hurries. it no body--knows-whi- 
« ther. —— lf therefore we. would be go- 
Cvern'd by: Reaſon let-us-; fhand off from 
© the by vac op Ten ſures can "ro 
"2 2. oO | 
ſels they; fubdue the - Palate, -and. ; 
Fein pot by momon Let: us pre-- 
«fer Reality to Appearance, Ser 
C Show ; and Eternity to, Time... - 
God makes. Virtue. ds 
y, and- trains,; men up to, Hap- 
© pinels by ' Hardſhip and Induſtry. 
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© through ;anieplicy | Epicgriſe.. And 
©25 pretended: Ey 2 ag us 0n;'to.,un- 
© counterfeited Vifionary: Satis 
©faftions are.: fag ct por Miſery. 
© In ſhart,./Theſe. Inyi 5h ng: 
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« does not {urpriſe us, nor the Bait _ 
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he rar ;has brought 
a and 


-atervearila te rms v to make the ſup- 
poſition: better: than the Fu#; and” argues 
upon a-fergrid Caſe. o89-otnetÞ 55:4 
Let / us not: only avoid downright Sin-- 
pig, burithe {Fendencies toir;? Some In- 
- e'Things are faral!in Iii Conſe * 
 Equence,-and ſtrike us: at: und: -. 
* Now-whowouldchuſehis, rn 
© inan Inch'iof ia: Eall';- of ir ap 
* Verge ofa Whirlpaol?Hethat wal 
{a Precipice;'-{hgkes' tho? hodeteinpeann- 
©ble;*And. commonly; his Coricern brings 
aw to: the Botrom.: ' The Caſe'is: De 
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" ——_—_— Aufcious/ Sentence is ' 


ES Abs: my is moſt wine ror 
*ed;:you/ate not" at" all-uncaſy/at'ſoch 
« Licentiouſneſs: - YouiLawgh when! you =} 
© ſhould Frown:; and +Commend bi 
$you oughr'to abhor..---Heark- 'youz' 
*can keep-'t the- 3 —— own 
ee Tom wetes In; they 
our” rens: ongues r 
pony mare fort. - "Andi: 'At —_ 
« Play-Flouſe yew :are quits 
© Theſe little toons have! rigs AL: 


teas cf Crue, hey hard Crake ue F 
ent for theit! Pains, Now 

—_ a Maiwviwould-beifd'5 ' to-Woh- 
«der arhimelf} here's Maddoſs/ and Con- WT. 
<rradition ir Abundance Wo nn NT 
* Bur:I:know! youl-fayiwhar's this to 
«me, Lnviher ing ep protiounce, ahy'of 
i this 'Lewd- ſtuff? Granting my —_ 
what 
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| "Mick are © ſtrong Arguments of your 


oF defre, 20 to. ask you joe wg -Sup- 
« poſe you hear any Wretches Riaghame, 
* are you in-any Rapture-abgut.ae?= And 
*do1 your: Geſtures appear Airy, and obli- 
coed? 1 Far from. it. -I doubt not-bur your 
« Blood grows Chill, and.your Ears areftopt 
* at the Preſumption. And what's the Rea- 
« for of this Aoarfic in your Behaviour ? 
< Why *tis becauſe you: don'ttuſe ro Blaſs 


© pheme, your ſelf. Draflenc. youu ſelf 


«rhe fame way from the © of Oblces 
* nity. * " Waohep Selle don't talk 
* Smut, when we pergei' L 

*-ro hear it. Lewd/Sonnets, 

+ are qui different from the Preſription 


* of 
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 *det you ſhould loſe your' Health,” w: 


< no ſuch eaſy Tack! t Intloeknce/ moves 
o_ Aſeat;! at wy. Ornng: ty 
ow thoſe' who are always ghin 
q "Gan never trainup Hill. -. | 
arations of Care will juſt 
ome of thoſe that are' tv'd inPlea- 
. «irs and lie under the Inftructions of De- 
* bauchery ? -«---' Have you not heard how 
* that St. Paw exhorts us t0-rejojce its the 
© Lord? He ſaid inthe Lord; not in the Devil. 
© But alas/: what Leiſure have you to mind 
<Sr. Paul? How ſhould you'be fenfible of 
<your Faults, when your Head: is always 
© kept Hot, -and as it were intoxicated with 
© Buffooning?'-<-------- He.:goes on, and 
laſhes the Impudence of the Sage with a 
great deal-of Satyr and Severity ; and at 


laſt propoſes this ObjeQtion. 


© Yowll-ſay, I can give you- many: In- 
© ftances where the Play-Honſe has'done-no 
* Harm.-Don*tmiltake. Throwing away 
* of Time and-ul-Example, hasa great deal 


' © * of Harmiwt;;-and thus far you are. guil- 
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ty at the beſt. :For granting your owri 
Virtue impenetrable, and/ out of Reach, 
Granting the. Protection of your Temper 


| has ———_ you off unhurt, are all People 


thus 
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whojoynin the Crime, will er” hepare. 
; cel in*rhe Punj | 
has ſecurd you, which' 
© way I believe nothiny w yer Bc pally | 
> ® " have been debauch' y. the Ea | £1 
Þ * you muſt expeRt a - cdl Reckoning for | 2} 
giving them Encouragement.” "Tho! after | Y 
*all; as Virtous as you are, I goubtnor,! .- 4 
© you. wou'd have been much Better, had | 
* you kept away: .Y 
*In fine, Let us not difpue too p to*no pur-/ 5 5M 
© poſe; The Praftice won't I 
«Where the Cauſe is naught ?tis in -vita t6 
©rackour Reaſon, and ſtrain for -Pretences. — 


© The beſt, excuſe for. what 'is paſt, is to 4 
and clear from the Danger, and do keg, 8 
I more. .  _- 
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C, -they now. are. io unealy -to, art; Y | 
©This Remark muſt eir Mii 
* and convince Tami "the. Ixceller 
© our. Religi on. or PA. wha FP 
*Bjonsaverhey 1663 ie 1 NR | 
z CXFSDE ſome . ;HOA $8. 
fa they ping, ft to the Dil 
c *rheir Creatour., But it. oiay be 
© are bad becauſe the p heaters . are Ties 
© bling almoſt every Where,” The Thee-, 
* ters thoſe Cages «  Unilepnpeſs and pub- 
© lick. Schools of Debauct "And. 
* what's the Hot of tt cir ruining to 
*Ruine ?. Why 'tis , the Reform "of 
* the Age: | To becauſe thoſe Lewd Pra- 
©Qices are out, of Faſhion, which firſt huile, 
© and kept them in Counte IE 
© own Talh's Commendation-of. the Alter 
* Roſeins is remarkable. | He was fo: ax 
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P: more t 
;Tcould-goſoh:; much - farther: with Se: | 

4s guFint, yt Elove to:beas brief as may +» 

be. I..:covld; kkewife ron through the 
ſucceeding Centuries, - and colle& Evidence 
ali along. ) But: I-conceive the beſt Ages, 
and the biggeſt Authorities, may be:fu 

eat-:-And theſe:the Reader hazhad already: 

However, one.Inſtance more fron che Mo- 

derns may notbeamls. Didacas de T apiean 

emineft Spertard; (hall clok.the Evidence. 

This Author indebating the Quieſtionwhe- 

ther Players might, be admitted "to the Se- 

crament, amongft other things encounters 
an; ObjeRtion.” Some. People 1t | ſeems pre- 
tenifled there was ſome good tobe learn'd at 
the Pley-Houſe.To theſe, be makesthisreply: 

 <Granting your Suppoſition, (ſays he) 

* your Ioference is.naught. Do People uſe 

* roi ſend nom ers to the Srews for 

{ Diſcipline 3 yet it may- be, they 
* might. meet _ there lamenting their 
<.own:;Debauchery. No Man will breed 

* his Son upon the High-way, to harden his 

| FT 2 * Courage 
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: ſhe View of the. Seuſe of Chriſtianity, 
This. was the opinion of the Charech © 
the firſt 500: Years.-' And 'thus ſhe has 
Cenſured ;the. Stage both *in Councils, 
and Single Axrhboritzes. | And fince the Sa- 
tyr of the. Fathers comes: fullmupon ' the 
Modern Peets,:their Caution- muſt be ap- 
plicable. + The parity: of the Caſe makes 
their Reaſonsta e place, and their Autho- 
rity TEyVIVe upon us. If we are Chriſtians, 
the Canons of Councils, and the Senſe of the 
Primitive Church muſt have a weight. The 
very Time is a good argument of it elf. 
Then the Apoſtolical Traditions were freſh, 
and undiſputed ; and the Charch much bet-. 
ter agreed than ſhe has been ſince. Then, 
If AI was in Force, and Virtue Flou- 
riih*d; and People liv'd-up to their Profe/- 
fron. "And as for the Per ſons, they are be- 
yond. all exception. Their Srar:0n, their 
Learning, 
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Learning, x0d Sulfcicncy wap ery: Cock 
iderable ; Their ant Refolarony ms: | 


d the T opiof their” Sei.” No- 


Fo theſe Fathers : : Their Al Forge 
a great way ina yy 
=> poking 4 of their Charadter.. 
2 But ſu m contented to wave 
! their Privi ege, "7 diſpute upon rhe ; 
vel. Granting this, 'the Sega: y 
undone by them. The Forcs of th Re 
ſoning, and the bare Tur inſiheE ah Ar- 
1 gument, would. be abundantly: ſufficient | 
1. to carry the Cauſe. | 
5, But it may be obje&ted, is the: Reſera- 
blance exaQt between Old Rome' and Lon 
don, will the Parallel hold out, and has the 
Engliſp Stage day {0 badias the Dar- 
cing of the Pantomimi ? 1 don't-ay;' thar : 
TR24 Modern Geſtures tho? beld, and 5g 
| too ſomerumes, are not altogether: fo - 
| dalous as the, Rowan. Here:thea we can , 
| make them ſome little Abatemegt. 
| And to go as far intheir Extuſe as' we 
| can, *tis probable their Mufick may-fiot be 
| altogether io ans as that\of the 
An. 
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"T TE ay, tlic 
I s of this kind'ate much” t00 
foe farts Piece, *T'weeerobe wiſh'd that 
either the Plays were better, *or the Mu 
worſe. Pm forry-to fee 4: fo meanly Pro- 
itituted:*A 


bauchery ſhot ance of a fine 
Hand,to whet the Appetite, and play i it 
_ RG TS. | 

anting the Play: . Houſe-Maſich not 


wick the Comp Sofidonj yet the deſign 


of 'it is toirefreſh- the. ler: of the Aion, 
rokeep Time withthe Poem, and be true to 
the Swbjef?. For thisReaſon/ among others 
the Taxes are generally Airy and Gailliar- 
dizing: Theyarecontrivid onpurpoſeto ex- 
cite a ſportiveHumour, andfpreada Gaiety 
upoa the Spirits. To baniſh'all Gravity and 
Scruple; and/lay "Thinking and RefleQion 
aſleep. This ſort of Muſick warms the Paſ- 
fions, and-unlocks the Fancy; 'andmakes ir 
to Pleaſure like a Flower to the Sun. 
It helpsa Luſcious Sentence toflide, drowns 
the Diſcords, of Atheiſm, and keeps off the 
Averfions of Conſtience: It throws a Man 
off his Guard, makes way for an il} __—_ 
i0n, 
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*£ Fa.. DÞ By He does not: Rick to af- 

firm, that-to extend the Science, and alter þ, 

uy Notes, is the way to haye the. Laws 

medi and to.unſettle. the Conſtiration, I 

pple He He” wy ned that if the Power 

ands, | per r_of Confticttions, 

and the Diver of Age, were well {tu- 

died ; If this Were one and ſane general | 

Pa ons om eats 1quiry, .the 

Conmonnedtb might roy re L, | 

Tn Op the Speculation thus”. 

| bigh : However, he owns it has a wages = Fg 
in't, and ſhould not be overlook'd, 'He de- 
nies not but that when the Muſick is ſoft, 
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Eſſence '© Vice drawn, off ſtrong ſcented, 
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xn into a little Compaſs. Now Þ}F 
the Anyexts, as we have ſeenalready, were F. 
inoffenfive inthisreſpett. 

To go on. As to Ranknelſs of Lan- 
guage we have ſeen how deeply the Mo- 
derns ſtand charged upon the C pariſon, 
And as for their Careſſing of Libertins 
their ridiculing of Vertbe, their horrible 
Profaneneſs, and Blaſphemics, there? $009- | 
thing in Axtiqzity can reach them. . 1 

Now were the Stage in a_Conditiog 
to wipe off any of wifes, cr oe which 
They are rot, there are two be- 
hind, which would Rick upon them, and ' 
have an ill Effet upon the Audience, | 
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tion becomes a Dove has generally 
a Party Within, And when the. Wax3s pre- 
pared, the Imp | L h 
the eo ew 


extreatmly an ! this N ur- 
SE: No falcichar of Growth, 
a Fab -They grow ſtrong, a Ks 


Wn ll heres cihey Comet be: 
er Dy and Inclinato Mak 
is over-run- watt Armuſements, and. 
_ good for nothing ſpime time after. ' 

* Tay the Sraze, Fells all before 
a: and diſables: the. whole Augitnee : 
"Tis * hard Battle 'where none. eſca on 
.However, "Their Triumphs -aqd their Tr0- 
pheys are 'unſpeakable. Nether need we 
much wonder at the Matte.” "They 'are 


dangerouſly Prepar'd for. Conqueſt, and - 


Empire. ' 's Nature, and Paſſion, 
and Life, in all the Circymſtances of their 
an II = yy their Mies, 
their ures er are 
very moving and gnitcare. "Now when 
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Kates muſt. "a faye of Ll __ foul or 
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